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fences script by august wilson provides a powerful insight into the African
American experience in the mid-20th century. This Pulitzer Prize-winning
play, which premiered in 1985, remains a cornerstone of American theater,
exploring themes of race, family, and personal struggle. The script is
notable not only for its rich character development but also for its poignant
dialogue, which reflects the complexities of life for an African American
family in a racially divided society. In this article, we will delve into the
significance of the "Fences" script, its main themes, character analyses, and
its impact on contemporary society, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of
August Wilson's masterpiece.

Introduction

Overview of "Fences"

Main Themes Explored in "Fences"

Character Analysis

The Importance of Language in the Script

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Conclusion

Overview of "Fences"
"Fences" is set in the 1950s in Pittsburgh and follows the life of Troy
Maxson, a former baseball player who now works as a garbage collector. The
play's title symbolizes the barriers that Troy erects around himself and his
family, both physical and emotional. This work is the sixth play in Wilson's
Pittsburgh Cycle, which chronicles the African American experience in each
decade of the 20th century. The script is characterized by its lyrical
language and compelling narrative structure, which intertwines Troy's
struggles with the broader societal issues of the time.

Main Themes Explored in "Fences"
The "Fences" script is rich with thematic elements that resonate deeply with
audiences. Below are some of the primary themes present in the play:

Racial Discrimination: The play addresses the systemic racism faced by



African Americans, particularly in the workforce, which directly impacts
Troy's life and aspirations.

Family Dynamics: The relationships between Troy, his wife Rose, and
their children are central to the narrative, exploring themes of love,
betrayal, and the struggle for understanding.

Personal Responsibility: Troy's decisions and their consequences
highlight the theme of responsibility, both to oneself and to one's
family.

Dreams and Aspirations: The characters grapple with their dreams,
reflecting the universal struggle between personal ambition and societal
limitations.

Character Analysis
The characters in "Fences" are richly drawn and serve as vehicles for the
play's themes. Each character represents different aspects of the African
American experience and adds depth to the narrative.

Troy Maxson
Troy is the play's protagonist, whose life is marked by his past as a
talented baseball player. His character is complex, embodying both strength
and vulnerability. Troy's refusal to acknowledge the changing world around
him and his inability to accept help leads to conflict within his family. His
struggles with his identity and his experiences of racism shape his
worldview.

Rose Maxson
Rose, Troy's wife, is a symbol of unwavering love and resilience. She
provides emotional support to her family but also represents the sacrifices
made by women. Her character reveals the challenges faced by African American
women in a patriarchal society.

Lyons Maxson
Troy's son, Lyons, embodies the aspirations of the younger generation. His
pursuit of a career in music juxtaposes Troy's traditional views and
highlights the generational divide in understanding personal ambition.



Cory Maxson
Cory, Troy's younger son, represents hope and the potential for change. His
desire to pursue football is met with Troy's skepticism, showcasing the
conflict between parental protection and the need for independence.

The Importance of Language in the Script
August Wilson's use of language in "Fences" is instrumental in conveying the
emotional depth of the characters and the cultural context of the story. The
dialogue is rich with colloquialisms, metaphors, and rhythmic patterns that
reflect African American vernacular. This linguistic style not only enhances
the authenticity of the characters but also immerses the audience in the
cultural landscape of the time.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The impact of "Fences" extends beyond the stage, influencing contemporary
discussions about race and identity in America. The play has been adapted
into a successful film, which has brought renewed attention to its themes and
messages. It continues to be studied in academic settings and performed in
theaters across the country, demonstrating its enduring relevance. Wilson's
work has opened doors for more diverse narratives in American theater, paving
the way for future playwrights to explore similar themes.

Conclusion
The "Fences" script by August Wilson remains a powerful exploration of the
African American experience, addressing issues of race, family, and personal
struggle with profound emotional depth. Through its compelling characters and
rich themes, the play offers a critical lens on societal challenges that are
still relevant today. Wilson's legacy continues to resonate, ensuring that
future generations can engage with and learn from this integral piece of
American literature.

Q: What is the significance of the title "Fences"?
A: The title "Fences" symbolizes both physical and emotional barriers that
the characters, particularly Troy Maxson, create to protect themselves and
their loved ones. It reflects the boundary between personal ambition and
societal limitations.



Q: Who are the main characters in "Fences"?
A: The main characters include Troy Maxson, his wife Rose, and their sons
Lyons and Cory. Each character represents different facets of the African
American experience and contributes to the play's exploration of family
dynamics and societal challenges.

Q: What themes are prevalent in "Fences"?
A: Key themes in "Fences" include racial discrimination, family dynamics,
personal responsibility, and the pursuit of dreams. These themes are
interwoven throughout the narrative and reflect the struggles faced by
African Americans in the 1950s.

Q: How does August Wilson use language in "Fences"?
A: Wilson employs a rich and lyrical language that incorporates African
American vernacular. This use of dialogue adds authenticity to the characters
and immerses the audience in the cultural context of the story.

Q: What impact has "Fences" had on American theater?
A: "Fences" has significantly influenced American theater by bringing
attention to the African American experience. It has inspired more diverse
narratives and has been adapted into a successful film, continuing to
resonate with contemporary audiences.

Q: How does "Fences" address the issue of father-son
relationships?
A: The play explores the complex dynamics between Troy and his sons, Lyons
and Cory, highlighting generational conflicts, differing aspirations, and the
challenges of parental expectations versus personal identity.

Q: What role does music play in "Fences"?
A: Music serves as a backdrop to the characters' lives and aspirations,
particularly for Lyons, who is a musician. It reflects the cultural heritage
of African Americans and emphasizes themes of hope and creativity.

Q: Can "Fences" be considered a reflection of its
time?
A: Yes, "Fences" serves as a reflection of the racial and social dynamics of
the 1950s in America. It addresses the challenges faced by African Americans



during this period, making it a timeless commentary on race and identity.

Q: What awards has "Fences" received?
A: "Fences" won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987 and the Tony Award for
Best Play. It is regarded as one of Wilson's most significant works and a
classic in American theater.
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