fences august wilson analysis

fences august wilson analysis provides an in-depth exploration of one of the most
significant plays in American theater. Written by playwright August Wilson, "Fences"
delves into the complexities of African American life in the 1950s, addressing themes such
as race, family dynamics, and the struggle for identity. This article will analyze the
characters, themes, and symbols within the play, providing insights into how Wilson crafts
a poignant narrative that reflects broader societal issues. The analysis will also touch upon
the significance of the play in Wilson's Pittsburgh Cycle, its critical reception, and its
lasting impact on American culture and theater.
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Overview of "Fences"

August Wilson's "Fences" premiered in 1985 and quickly became a pivotal piece in
American drama. The play is set in the 1950s in the Hill District of Pittsburgh, a
community that Wilson often used as a backdrop for his stories. The narrative follows Troy
Maxson, a former baseball player who struggles with his past and present as he navigates
the challenges of being an African American father and husband in a racially divided
society.

The title itself, "Fences," serves as a metaphor for the barriers that people erect to protect
themselves from emotional pain, as well as the societal barriers that restrict African
Americans from achieving their dreams. The play's rich dialogue and character
development exemplify Wilson's skill in portraying the African American experience with
authenticity and depth.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Fences" are intricately crafted, each representing different aspects of
the African American experience. The protagonist, Troy Maxson, embodies the struggle
against systemic racism and personal demons. His relationships with other characters
further highlight the play's central themes.

Troy Maxson

Troy is a complex character whose past as a baseball player in the Negro Leagues haunts
him. He grapples with feelings of resentment towards a world that has denied him
opportunities due to racial discrimination. His character serves as a representation of the
African American male experience, dealing with societal expectations and personal
failures.



