
fbi identity history summary checks

fbi identity history summary checks are a critical component of background verification processes

employed by employers, organizations, and individuals seeking to confirm a person’s identity and

criminal history. These checks are often required for various purposes, including employment,

licensing, and immigration. The FBI identity history summary checks provide a comprehensive report

based on an individual’s fingerprint records, ensuring that the information is accurate and up-to-date.

This article delves into the specifics of FBI identity history summary checks, detailing their importance,

the process for obtaining them, and the types of information they reveal.

In the following sections, we will explore the definition of FBI identity history summary checks, the

various reasons for obtaining them, the application process, and what to expect from the results.

What are FBI Identity History Summary Checks?
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How to Request an FBI Identity History Summary Check

Understanding the Results of Your FBI Identity History Summary Check

Common FAQs about FBI Identity History Summary Checks

What are FBI Identity History Summary Checks?

FBI identity history summary checks, often referred to as criminal background checks or fingerprint



checks, are official documents provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that outline an

individual's criminal history based on their fingerprint records. This summary includes any arrests,

convictions, or incarcerations documented in the FBI's criminal database. The checks are crucial in

ensuring the accuracy of an individual's identity and criminal record, particularly in situations where a

full background check is necessary.

These checks are particularly valuable for employers in sensitive positions, such as those in education,

healthcare, and law enforcement, where understanding an applicant's history is critical. The FBI

identity history summary checks are vital tools that contribute to public safety and security by helping

organizations make informed decisions about their personnel.

Why Obtain an FBI Identity History Summary Check?

There are numerous reasons individuals or organizations may seek an FBI identity history summary

check. Understanding these reasons can help clarify the importance of the checks.

Employment Background Checks

One of the primary reasons for obtaining an FBI identity history summary check is for employment

purposes. Many employers require these checks to ensure that a potential employee does not have a

criminal background that could pose a risk to the workplace. This is especially important in industries

such as:

Healthcare

Education



Financial services

Government positions

Licensing and Certification

In some professions, individuals are required to undergo background checks to obtain licenses or

certifications. This is common in fields such as nursing, teaching, and law enforcement. An FBI identity

history summary check can be an essential part of meeting these requirements.

Immigration and Visa Applications

Individuals applying for visas or seeking to immigrate to another country may also be required to

submit an FBI identity history summary check. This is to ensure that applicants do not have a criminal

background that could affect their immigration status.

Personal Records Review

Individuals may also choose to request their own FBI identity history summary check to review their

records. This can help them understand what information is recorded and correct any potential

inaccuracies before applying for jobs, licenses, or other opportunities.



How to Request an FBI Identity History Summary Check

The process of requesting an FBI identity history summary check involves several steps.

Understanding these steps can help streamline the request process.

Step 1: Prepare Your Documents

Before initiating the request, it is essential to gather the necessary documents. These typically include:

A completed application form (FD-258)

A valid form of identification (e.g., driver's license, passport)

Payment for the processing fee

Your fingerprints, taken on the FD-258 form

Step 2: Complete the Fingerprint Card

Obtaining a clear set of fingerprints is crucial for the FBI identity history summary check. This can

usually be done at local law enforcement agencies or fingerprinting services. The fingerprints must be

taken on the official FD-258 fingerprint card.



Step 3: Submit Your Request

Once you have all the required documents, you can submit your request to the FBI. This can be done

by mail or online, depending on the options available. If submitting by mail, ensure that you send your

request to the correct address and include payment details.

Step 4: Await Processing

After submission, the FBI will process your request. The timeframe for processing can vary, but it

typically takes several weeks to receive your identity history summary check. Tracking your request

may be possible depending on the submission method.

Understanding the Results of Your FBI Identity History

Summary Check


