
fantastic beasts and where to find them series

fantastic beasts and where to find them series is a captivating franchise that expands the beloved wizarding
world originally created by J.K. Rowling. This series includes films, literature, and a wealth of magical
creatures that enchant fans of all ages. The narrative revolves around Newt Scamander, a magizoologist
whose adventures introduce audiences to a plethora of magical creatures, each with unique characteristics
and stories. This article delves into the intricacies of the series, exploring its films, characters, and the
magical creatures that inhabit it. Additionally, we will discuss the cultural impact of the franchise and its
future in the wizarding world.
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Overview of the Series
The fantastic beasts and where to find them series serves as a prequel to the Harry Potter saga, exploring
the magical world during the early 20th century. The first film, released in 2016, introduces viewers to
Newt Scamander, portrayed by Eddie Redmayne, who arrives in New York City with a suitcase full of
magical creatures. As the story unfolds, the series intricately weaves themes of acceptance, adventure, and
the struggle between good and evil. The franchise has expanded beyond films to include a screenplay, art
books, and merchandise, thereby enriching the lore of the wizarding world.

Main Films and Their Plot Summaries
The fantastic beasts and where to find them series consists of multiple films, each contributing to the
overarching narrative. As of October 2023, three main films have been released, with more anticipated in
the future.



Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016)
This film introduces Newt Scamander as he navigates the magical underground of New York City. After
accidentally releasing several magical creatures from his enchanted suitcase, Newt teams up with a No-Maj
(non-magical person) named Jacob Kowalski, as well as witches Tina and Queenie Goldstein. The film
explores themes of prejudice against magical beings and the complexities of the wizarding world’s politics.

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (2018)
The second installment shifts the focus to the dark wizard Gellert Grindelwald, played by Johnny Depp. As
Grindelwald seeks to establish a world where wizards rule over non-magical people, Newt is drawn into a
battle against him. The film introduces significant backstory regarding key characters, including Albus
Dumbledore, and sets up the conflict that will dominate the series.

Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore (2022)
The third film continues to explore the battle against Grindelwald, with a focus on Dumbledore's past and
his relationship with Newt. As alliances form and tensions rise, the characters must navigate a world filled
with danger and intrigue. The film enhances the depth of the narrative, revealing secrets that shape the
wizarding world.

Key Characters in the Fantastic Beasts Series
The fantastic beasts and where to find them series boasts a rich tapestry of characters, each contributing
uniquely to the story. Understanding these characters is essential to grasping the series' themes and
conflicts.

Newt Scamander
As the protagonist, Newt Scamander is a kind-hearted magizoologist who is dedicated to the protection of
magical creatures. His gentle demeanor and deep understanding of the magical world make him a relatable
hero. Newt's character is crucial for exploring the themes of empathy and coexistence.

Tina Goldstein
Tina Goldstein, portrayed by Katherine Waterston, is an ambitious Auror who initially arrests Newt.
However, her character develops into a loyal ally who fights for justice and the protection of magical
beings. Tina's character represents the struggle for acceptance and understanding in a divided magical



society.

Gellert Grindelwald
Grindelwald is one of the series' primary antagonists, known for his charisma and dangerous ideology. His
desire for wizard supremacy poses a significant threat to both magical and non-magical people, and his
complex relationship with Dumbledore adds depth to his character.

Jacob Kowalski
Jacob Kowalski, played by Dan Fogler, serves as the comic relief and the everyman perspective within the
series. As a No-Maj who becomes entangled in Newt's adventures, Jacob's character highlights the
importance of friendship and courage in the face of adversity.

Magical Creatures: A Closer Look
One of the most enchanting aspects of the fantastic beasts and where to find them series is the diverse array
of magical creatures introduced throughout the films. Each creature plays a vital role in the story and helps
to build the magical ecosystem of the wizarding world.

Notable Magical Creatures

Niffler: A small, fluffy creature attracted to shiny objects, providing comic relief while also
showcasing the importance of protection for magical beings.

Thunderbird: A majestic bird from North America, symbolizing freedom and the power of nature,
embodying the theme of connection to the magical world.

Bowtruckle: A small, twig-like creature that assists Newt, illustrating the gentle nature of magical
beings and their symbiotic relationships with humans.

Erumpent: A large, strong creature that represents the dangers of the magical world, emphasizing
the need for understanding and respect for all creatures.



The Cultural Impact of the Series
The fantastic beasts and where to find them series has significantly influenced pop culture since its
inception. Its themes resonate with audiences, addressing issues such as acceptance, identity, and the
struggle against oppression. The series has broadened the scope of the Harry Potter universe, attracting a
new generation of fans while retaining the loyalty of longtime followers.

Moreover, the films have inspired a variety of merchandise, from toys to clothing, and have sparked
academic discussions about their themes and implications. The series has also prompted the creation of
themed attractions in amusement parks, further solidifying its place in contemporary culture.

Future Prospects for the Franchise
As of now, the future of the fantastic beasts and where to find them series seems promising. While the
third film has set the stage for further exploration of the wizarding world, fans are eager to see how the
story will unfold. Speculation surrounds potential new characters, plotlines, and the continued development
of existing characters.

Additionally, the franchise may expand into other media, including television series or animated features,
as the demand for content within the wizarding world continues to grow. The rich lore and diverse
characters provide ample opportunities for storytelling, ensuring that the series will remain a vital part of
the magical landscape for years to come.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the main theme of the fantastic beasts and where to find them
series?
A: The main theme of the series centers around acceptance, identity, and the ethical treatment of magical
creatures. It explores the complexities of good and evil, as well as the consequences of prejudice and
discrimination.

Q: How does Newt Scamander differ from Harry Potter?
A: Newt Scamander is a magizoologist with a deep love for magical creatures, while Harry Potter is a
wizard primarily focused on fighting dark forces. Newt's character emphasizes empathy and
understanding, contrasting with Harry's heroic journey.



Q: Are there plans for more films in the fantastic beasts series?
A: Yes, there are indications that more films are planned, as the story has not concluded. Fans are eagerly
awaiting announcements regarding the continuation of the series.

Q: What role do magical creatures play in the series?
A: Magical creatures play a pivotal role in the narrative, often symbolizing broader themes such as the need
for protection, coexistence, and the impact of human actions on the magical world.

Q: How has the fantastic beasts series impacted the Harry Potter
franchise?
A: The series has expanded the lore of the Harry Potter universe, introducing new characters, settings, and
themes, while also fostering a deeper understanding of the history and complexity of the wizarding world.

Q: Can you explain the significance of Gellert Grindelwald in the series?
A: Gellert Grindelwald serves as the primary antagonist, promoting ideas of wizard supremacy that
challenge the very fabric of magical society. His character raises critical questions about power, morality,
and the consequences of ideology.

Q: What can viewers expect from the next installment of the series?
A: Viewers can anticipate further exploration of character arcs, deeper insights into the wizarding world's
history, and the ongoing conflict between good and evil as the story progresses.

Q: Are there any links between the fantastic beasts series and the original
Harry Potter books?
A: Yes, the fantastic beasts series serves as a prequel to the Harry Potter books, providing backstory on key
characters and events that influence the original narrative, thus enriching the overall lore.

Q: How do the themes of the series resonate with contemporary issues?
A: The series addresses themes of acceptance, discrimination, and the ethical treatment of beings, paralleling
contemporary societal issues related to identity, coexistence, and the fight against prejudice.



Q: What is the significance of Newt's suitcase in the series?
A: Newt's suitcase symbolizes both the wonders of the magical world and the weight of responsibility that
comes with understanding and protecting magical creatures. It serves as a portal to a broader universe filled
with diverse life.
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