FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY

Famous QuoTes IN US HisTory: ECHOES oF LIBERTY, RESILIENCE, AND CHANGE

FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY RESONATE THROUGH THE AGES, ENCAPSULATING PIVOTAL MOMENTS, ENDURING IDEALS, AND
THE VERY SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT. THESE POWERFUL PHRASES, UTTERED BY PRESIDENTS, REVOLUTIONARIES, CIVIL
RIGHTS LEADERS, AND EVERYDAY CITIZENS, SERVE AS TOUCHSTONES, REMINDING US OF \WHERE WE'VE BEEN, WHO WE ARE, AND
THE ASPIRATIONS THAT CONTINUE TO SHAPE THE NATION. FROM THE FOUNDATIONAL DECLARATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE TO THE
CALLS FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY, THESE QUOTATIONS OFFER PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO THE CHALLENGES, TRIUMPHS, AND
ONGOING EVOLUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO SOME OF THE MOST ICONIC AND IMPACTFUL FAMOUS
QUOTES INUS HISTORY, EXPLORING THEIR ORIGINS, MEANINGS, AND LASTING SIGNIFICANCE. WE WILL EXAMINE QUOTES THAT
DEFINE AMERICAN IDENTITY, HIGHLIGHT KEY HISTORICAL TURNING POINTS, AND INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO UPHOLD
DEMOCRATIC VALUES.
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THe GENESIS OF AMERICAN IDEALS: FOUNDING FATHERS' W ORDS

THE BEDROCK OF AMERICAN POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND NATIONAL IDENTITY IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE ELOQUENT PROSE OF ITS
FOUNDING FATHERS. THESE INDIVIDUALS, TASKED WITH FORGING A NEW NATION, ARTICULATED PRINCIPLES THAT CONTINUE TO
GUIDE THE COUNTRY. THEIR WRITINGS AND SPEECHES, OFTEN IMBUED WITH ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS, LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR
A REPUBLIC FOUNDED ON LIBERTY, SELF-GOVERNANCE, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. UNDERSTANDING THESE FOUNDATIONAL
STATEMENTS IS CRUCIAL TO GRASPING THE ENDURING LEGACY OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

THOMAS JEFFERSON’S VISION OF LIBERTY

THOMASJEFFERSON/ THE PRINCIPAL AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF |NDEPENDENCE/ GIFTED THE WORLD WITH PHRASES THAT
ARE NOW SYNONYMOUS WITH AMERICAN ASPIRATIONS. HIS ARTICULATION OF SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS, PARTICULARLY "W
HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT, THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR
WITH CERTAIN UNALIENABLE RIGHTS, THAT AMONG THESE ARE |_IFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS,“ REMAINS A
POWERFUL DECLARATION OF HUMAN DIGNITY AND INHERENT RIGHTS. THIS QUOTE, ETCHED INTO THE VERY SOUL OF THE NATION,
CONTINUES TO INSPIRE MOVEMENTS FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY \WORLDWIDE.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S PRAGMATISM AND W/IT

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, A POLYMATH AND DIPLOMAT , OFFERED A MORE PRAGMATIC AND OFTEN WITTY PERSPECTIVE ON THE
NASCENT NATION. His FAMOUS ADAGE, “ A PENNY SAVED IS A PENNY EARNED,” SPEAKS TO THE VALUE OF THRIFT AND DILIGENCE,
REFLECTING THE EARLY AMERICAN ETHOS OF HARD WORK AND SELF-RELIANCE. ANOTHER MEMORABLE QUOTE ATTRIBUTED TO HIM,
“HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY,” UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF INTEGRITY IN BOTH PERSONAL AND PUBLIC LIFE, PRINCIPLES
THAT WERE VITAL FOR BUILDING TRUST IN A NEW SOCIETY.



JoHN ADAMS ON GOVERNANCE AND DUTY

JOHN ADAMS, A KEY ARCHITECT OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE AND THE SECOND PRESIDENT, PROVIDED SHARP INSIGHTS INTO THE
NATURE OF GOVERNANCE AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENSHIP. HE FAMOUSLY STATED, “LIBERTY CANNOT BE PRESERVED
WITHOUT A GENERAL KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE PEOPLE.” THIS HIGHLIGHTS HIS BELIEF IN AN INFORMED POPULACE AS THE ULTIMATE
SAFEGUARD OF FREEDOM. HIS REFLECTIONS ON THE CHALLENGES OF NATION-BUILDING AND THE SACRIFICES REQUIRED FOR LIBERTY
OFFER A SOBERING YET ESSENTIAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE AMERICAN JOURNEY.

V OICES OF REVOLUTION AND INDEPENDENCE

THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITISH RULE WAS FUELED BY IMPASSIONED RHETORIC AND UNW AVERING DETERMINATION.
REVOLUTIONARY LEADERS EMPLOYED POTENT LANGUAGE TO RALLY SUPPORT, ARTICULATE GRIEVANCES, AND INSPIRE A UNIFIED
FRONT AGAINST TYRANNY. THESE FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA NOT ONLY GALVANIZED THE
COLONISTS BUT ALSO SET A PRECEDENT FOR THE NATION'S COMMITMENT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND RESISTANCE AGAINST
OPPRESSION.

PaTRrIck HENRY'S FiErY CALL TO ARMS

PATRICK HENRY'S ELECTRIFYING SPEECH TO THE SECOND VIRGINIA CONVENTION IN 1775 DELIVERED ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC
AND ENDURING QUOTES IN AMERICAN HISTORY: “GIVE ME LIBERTY, OR GIVE ME DEATH!” THIS DECLARATION POWERFULLY
ENCAPSULATED THE COLONISTS' DESPERATE RESOLVE AND THEIR WILLINGNESS TO FIGHT FOR THEIR FREEDOM. THE RAW EMOTION
AND UNYIELDING SPIRIT CONVEYED IN THIS STATEMENT BECAME A RALLYING CRY THAT RESONATED DEEPLY WITH THOSE YEARNING
FOR INDEPENDENCE.

THOMAS PAINE'S PERSUASIVE PAMPHLETEERING

THOMAS PAINE'S INFLUENTIAL PAMPHLET, COMMON SENSE, PUBLISHED IN 1776, PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHIFTING PUBLIC
OPINION TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE. HIS CLEAR AND COMPELLING ARGUMENTS, OFTEN EXPRESSED IN SIMPLE YET POWERFUL
LANGUAGE, MADE THE CASE FOR SEPARATION FROM BRITAIN ACCESSIBLE TO THE COMMON PERSON. PHRASES LIKE, “ THESE ARE
THE TIMES THAT TRY MEN'S SOULS,” CAPTURED THE GRAVITY OF THE MOMENT AND THE MORAL IMPERATIVE TO ACT, URGING
COLONISTS TO STAND FIRM IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.

THe DEcLARATION oF INDEPENDENCE: A COLLECTIVE VOICE

\X/HILEJEFFERSON PENNED THE DECLARATION OF |NDEPENDENCE, ITS IMPACT IS A TESTAMENT TO THE COLLECTIVE WILL OF THE
CoNTINENTAL CONGRESS. BEYOND THE FAMOUS PREAMBLE, THE DOCUMENT IS REPLETE WITH POWERFUL STATEMENTS THAT
DEFINED THE AMERICAN CAUSE. THE ASSERTION THAT GOVERNMENTS DERIVE “THEIR_JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE
GOVERNED” ESTABLISHED A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY THAT CONTINUES TO BE A CORNERSTONE OF
AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT.

W/ orDS THAT SHAPED A NATION: PRESIDENTIAL PRONOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN A PLATFORM FOR SOME OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT AND
MEMORABLE PRONOUNCEMENTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY. PRESIDENTSI THROUGH THEIR SPEECHES AND WRITINGS, HAVE OFTEN
ARTICULATED NATIONAL GOALS, RESPONDED TO CRISES, AND SHAPED THE COUNTRY’S MORAL AND POLITICAL TRAJECTORY.



THESE PRESIDENTIAL QUOTES OFFER GLIMPSES INTO MOMENTS OF PROFOUND CHANGE AND REFLECTION, LEAVING AN INDELIBLE
MARK ON THE NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN: PRESERVING THE UNION

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, FACED WITH THE EXISTENTIAL THREAT OF THE CIVIL \X/AR, DELIVERED SPEECHES THAT ARE CONSIDERED
MASTERPIECES OF AMERICAN ORATORY. His GETTYSBURG ADDEESS, WITH ITS CONCISE YET PROFOUND STATEMENT,
“GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE, SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH/” REDEFINED THE PURPOSE
OF THE WAR AND THE VERY ESSENCE OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. HIS DETERMINATION TO PRESERVE THE UNION AND HIS
ELOQUENT ARTICULATION OF ITS IDEALS SOLIDIFIED HIS PLACE AS ONE OF AMERICA’S MOST REVERED PRESIDENTS.

FRANKLIN D. RooseVELT: NAVIGATING CRISIS

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, LEADING THE NATION THROUGH THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND W/ ORLD W AR Il, USED HIS WORDS TO
INSTILL HOPE AND RESOLVE. HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN 1933 FAMOUSLY DECLARED, “THE ONLY THING WE HAVE TO FEAR IS
FEAR ITSELF.” THIS POWERFUL MESSAGE PROVIDED MUCH-NEEDED REASSURANCE AND A CALL TO ACTION DURING A TIME OF
IMMENSE ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. HIS “FIRESIDE CHATS” ALSO OFFERED DIRECT AND COMFORTING COMMUNICATION, CONNECTING
WITH MILLIONS OF AMERICANS DURING TURBULENT TIMES.

JoHN F. KENNEDY: INSPIRING A GENERATION

JOHN F. KENNEDY'S PRESIDENCY WAS MARKED BY A YOUTHFUL IDEALISM AND A CHALLENGE TO AMERICANS TO EMBRACE CIVIC
RESPONSIBILITY. HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN 196 1 URGED CITIZENS TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN SHAPING THE NATION'S
FUTURE WITH THE ICONIC LINE, “ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY CAN DO FOR YOU—ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR
COUNTRY.” THIS CALL TO SERVICE AND COLLECTIVE EFFORT INSPIRED A GENERATION TO ENGAGE IN PUBLIC LIFE AND CONTRIBUTE
TO THE GREATER GOOD.

THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND EQUALITY: CiviIL RIGHTS AND SoCIAL JUSTICE
QuUoOTES

THE PURSUIT OF EQUALITY AND JUSTICE HAS BEEN A CONTINUOUS THREAD WOVEN THROUGH US HISTORY, OFTEN ARTICULATED
THROUGH THE POWERFUL WORDS OF ACTIVISTS AND LEADERS. THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, IN PARTICULAR, PRODUCED A
WEALTH OF MEMORABLE QUOTES THAT ARTICULATED THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SEGREGATION, DISCRIMINATION, AND SYSTEMIC
INJUSTICE. THESE FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY SERVE AS ENDURING TESTAMENTS TO THE FIGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE
ONGOING QUEST FOR A MORE PERFECT UNION.

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.: THE DREAM OF EQUALITY

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.'S “I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH, DELIVERED DURING THE MARCH ON W/ ASHINGTON IN 1963, Is
PERHAPS THE MOST FAMOUS AND IMPACTFUL SPEECH IN AMERICAN HISTORY. THE PHRASE | HAVE A DREAM THAT MY FOUR
LITTLE CHILDREN WILL ONE DAY LIVE IN A NATION WHERE THEY WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY THE COLOR OF THEIR SKIN BUT BY THE
CONTENT OF THEIR CHARACTER” POWERFULLY EXPRESSED THE ASPIRATIONS OF MILLIONS AND PAINTED A VISION OF RACIAL
HARMONY AND EQUALITY. HIS UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO NONVIOLENT PROTEST AND HIS ELOQUENT ARTICULATION OF
JUSTICE CONTINUE TO INSPIRE MOVEMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE GLOBALLY.



SoJOURNER TRUTH: VOICES OF ABOLITION AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS

SOJOURNER TRUTH, AN ABOLITIONIST AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS ADVOCATE, DELIVERED POWERFUL SPEECHES THAT CHALLENGED
PREVAILING PREJUDICES. HER FAMOUS “AIN'T | A W OMAN?” SPEECH, DELIVERED AT THE OHIO W OMEN’S RIGHTS CONVENTION IN
1851, POWERFULLY HIGHLIGHTED THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF RACE AND GENDER DISCRIMINATION, QUESTIONING WHY BLACK
WOMEN WERE DENIED THE SAME RIGHTS AND RESPECT AS WHITE WOMEN. HER WORDS UNDERSCORED THE HYPOCRISY OF A
SOCIETY THAT CLAIMED EQUALITY WHILE DENYING IT TO SIGNIFICANT PORTIONS OF ITS POPULATION.

RosaA PArks: THeE QUIET PowEer oF DEFIANCE

Rosa PARKS' ACT OF DEFIANCE ON A MONTGOMERY BUS IN 1955 SPARKED THE MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT AND BECAME A
PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. W/HILE HER ACTIONS SPOKE VOLUMES, HER PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON
COURAGE AND RESISTANCE OFFER PROFOUND WISDOM. HER STATEMENT, “Y OU HAVE TO STAND UP FOR SOMETHING OR YOU
WILL FALL FOR ANYTHING,” ENCAPSULATES THE SPIRIT OF BRAVERY AND CONVICTION REQUIRED TO CHALLENGE INJUSTICE, EVEN
IN THE FACE OF OVERWHELMING OPPOSITION.

ENDURING W I1SDOM AND RESILIENCE: QUOTES ON PROGRESS AND THE FUTURE

BEYOND MOMENTS OF CRISIS AND PIVOTAL SOCIAL CHANGE, MANY FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY OFFER TIMELESS WISDOM
ABOUT THE NATURE OF PROGRESS, THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE, AND THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF THE AMERICAN
IDENTITY. THESE SENTIMENTS REFLECT A PERSISTENT OPTIMISM AND A COMMITMENT TO LEARNING FROM THE PAST TO BUILD A
BETTER FUTURE. THEY REMIND US THAT THE JOURNEY OF A NATION IS A CONTINUOUS ONE, MARKED BY BOTH CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES.

ELeANOR RoOSEVELT oN CoURAGE AND CHANGE

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT/ A TIRELESS ADVOCATE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, PROVIDED ENDURING INSIGHTS INTO
PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL GROWTH. HER ASSERTION, “No ONE CAN MAKE YOU FEEL INFERIOR WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT/” IS A
POWERFUL STATEMENT ABOUT SELF-WORTH AND AGENCY. SHE ALSO FAMOUSLY STATED, “THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THOSE
\WHO BELIEVE IN THE BEAUTY OF THEIR DREAMS,” ENCOURAGING A FORW ARD-LOOKING PERSPECTIVE AND THE PURSUIT OF
ASPIRATIONAL GOALS.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT ON THE STRENUOUS LIFE

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, KNOWN FOR HIS PROGRESSIVE POLICIES AND ENERGETIC LEADERSHIP, CHAMPIONED THE CONCEPT OF “THE
STRENUOUS LIFE.” His PHILOSOPHY, OFTEN SUMMARIZED AS EMBRACING CHALLENGES AND ACTIVELY ENGAGING WITH THE WORLD,
ENCOURAGED A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICE. His QUOTE, “IT 1S NOT THE CRITIC WHO COUNTS; NOT THE
MAN WHO POINTS OUT HOW THE STRONG MAN STUMBLES, OR WHERE THE DOER OF DEEDS COULD HAVE DONE THEM BETTER. THE
CREDIT BELONGS TO THE MAN WHO IS ACTUALLY IN THE ARENA,” CELEBRATES ACTION AND PERSEVERANCE OVER PASSIVE
OBSERVATION.

QUOTES ON THE AMERICAN SPIRIT

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN DEFINED BY A SPIRIT OF INNOVATION, RESILIENCE, AND A
COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC IDEALS. QUOTES THAT SPEAK TO THIS ENDURING SPIRIT OFTEN EMPHASIZE THE COLLECTIVE



EFFORT REQUIRED TO UPHOLD FREEDOM AND PROGRESS. THESE SENTIMENTS REINFORCE THE IDEA THAT THE NATION'S STRENGTH
LIES IN THE PARTICIPATION AND DEDICATION OF ITS CITIZENS TO THE ONGOING PROJECT OF SELF-GOVERNANCE AND IMPROVEMENT.

THE ENDURING POWER OF THESE FAMOUS QUOTES IN US HISTORY LIES NOT JUST IN THEIR ELOQUENCE BUT IN THEIR ABILITY TO
CONNECT US TO THE SHARED EXPERIENCES, STRUGGLES, AND ASPIRATIONS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE NATION. THEY SERVE AS
REMINDERS OF THE IDEALS WE STRIVE FOR AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES WE BEAR AS CITIZENS. AS THE NATION CONTINUES TO
EVOLVE, THESE VOICES FROM THE PAST WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO INFORM AND INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS.

FAQ: FAMous QuoTes IN US HisTory

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST FAMOUS QUOTE FROM THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

A: THE MOST FAMOUS QUOTE FROM THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS WIDELY CONSIDERED TO BE PATRICK HENRY'S “GIVE ME
LIBERTY, OR GIVE ME DEATH!” DELIVERED IN 1775, THIS POWERFUL DECLARATION ENCAPSULATES THE COLONISTS' RESOLVE TO
FIGHT FOR THEIR FREEDOM AGAINST BRITISH RULE.

Q: WHO IS CREDITED WITH THE QUOTE “| HAVE A DREAM"?

A: THE IcoNIC “| HAVE A DREAM” QUOTE IS ATTRIBUTED TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HE DELIVERED THIS POWERFUL AND
PROPHETIC STATEMENT DURING HIS HISTORIC SPEECH AT THE MARCH ON W/ ASHINGTON FOR JOBS AND FREEDOM IN 196 3.

Q: WHAT IS A SIGNIFICANT QUOTE ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT IN US
HISTORY?

A: A SIGNIFICANT QUOTE ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT IN US HISTORY COMES FROM THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE: “GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MENI DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE
GOVERNED.” THIS HIGHLIGHTS THE PRINCIPLE OF POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY AND THE IDEA THAT GOVERNMENT LEGITIMACY STEMS
FROM THE PEOPLE IT GOVERNS.

Q: WHAT FAMOUS QUOTE BY ABRAHAM LINCOLN EMPHASIZES THE IDEALS OF
DEMOCRACY?

A: A HIGHLY FAMOUS QUOTE BY ABRAHAM LINCOLN THAT EMPHASIZES THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY IS FROM THE GETTYSBURG
ADDRESS: ”...GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE, SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH.” THIS PHRASE
SUCCINCTLY DEFINES THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE.

QZ CAN YOU PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE OF A QUOTE THAT SPEAKS TO THE AMERICAN
SPIRIT OF RESILIENCE?

A: A QUOTE THAT SPEAKS TO THE AMERICAN SPIRIT OF RESILIENCE IS ATTRIBUTED TO FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: “THE ONLY
THING WE HAVE TO FEAR IS FEAR ITSELF—NAMELESS, UNREASONING, UNJUSTIFIED TERROR WHICH PARALYZES NEEDED EFFORTS TO
CONVERT RETREAT INTO ADVANCE.” THIS WAS PART OF HIS FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION,
INSPIRING HOPE AND ACTION.

Q: WHAT IS A NOTABLE QUOTE ABOUT CIVIC DUTY FROM A US PRESIDENT?

A: A VERY NOTABLE QUOTE ABOUT CIVIC DUTY COMES FROM PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS: “AND SO,
MY FELLOW AMERICANS: ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY CAN DO FOR YOU——ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR COUNTRY.”
THIS QUOTE FAMOUSLY URGED CITIZENS TO ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE NATION.



QI \WHICH QUOTE REFLECTS THE IMPORTANCE OF AN INFORMED CITIZENRY FOR LIBERTY?

A: THe QUOTE REFLECTING THE IMPORTANCE OF AN INFORMED CITIZENRY FOR LIBERTY IS FROMJOHN ADAMS: “LIBERTY CANNOT
BE PRESERVED WITHOUT A GENERAL KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE PEOPLE.” THIS HIGHLIGHTS ADAMS’ BELIEF THAT AN EDUCATED
POPULACE IS ESSENTIAL FOR SAFEGUARDING DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS.
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