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Family of Secrets: The Bush Dynasty

The Bush dynasty, one of America’s most prominent political families, is
often shrouded in mystery and intrigue. The family has held significant
political power for decades, producing two U.S. presidents, numerous
senators, governors, and influential business leaders. However, behind their
public persona lies a complex web of secrets, controversies, and historical
events that have shaped the family's legacy and the political landscape of
the United States. This article delves into the Bush dynasty's history,
exploring its origins, key figures, controversies, and the lasting impact of
the family's secrets on American politics.

The Origins of the Bush Family Dynasty

The roots of the Bush dynasty trace back to the early 20th century. The
family's rise to prominence began with:

1. Prescott Sheldon Bush (1895-1972): The patriarch of the family, Prescott,
was a successful banker and politician. He served as a U.S. Senator from
Connecticut and was a key figure in the establishment of the family’s
political influence. Prescott's connections in finance and politics laid the
groundwork for his descendants' future success.

2. George Herbert Walker Bush: Prescott's son, George H.W. Bush, was born in
1924. He served in World War II, later pursuing a career in oil and politics.
His rise culminated in his election as the 41st President of the United
States, serving from 1989 to 1993.

3. George W. Bush: George H.W. Bush's son, George W. Bush, was born in 1946.
He served as the 43rd President from 2001 to 2009, following a successful
governorship in Texas.

The family's wealth and political connections have enabled them to maintain
influence over several decades, but this influence has not come without its
share of controversies.

Key Figures in the Bush Dynasty

The Bush family includes several prominent figures who have contributed to
the dynasty's legacy:

George H.W. Bush

George H.W. Bush, the family’s most significant figure, played pivotal roles
in both business and government. Key aspects of his life include:

- World War II Service: He became the youngest naval aviator in the U.S. Navy
during the war, earning several medals for his service.
- Business Ventures: After the war, he entered the oil industry, co-founding



Bush-Overbey Oil Development. His business acumen helped him amass
considerable wealth.
- Political Career: Bush's political career included serving as U.N.
Ambassador, Director of the CIA, and Vice President under Ronald Reagan
before ascending to the presidency.

George W. Bush

George W. Bush followed in his father’s footsteps, but his presidency was
marked by significant events and controversies:

- Education and Early Career: After graduating from Yale and obtaining an MBA
from Harvard, he entered the Texas oil business and later became the Governor
of Texas.
- 9/11 and the War on Terror: His presidency was defined by the September 11
attacks in 2001, leading to wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. These conflicts
have sparked debates over U.S. foreign policy and military intervention.
- Economic Challenges: His administration faced significant economic
challenges, including the 2008 financial crisis, which left a lasting impact
on the economy.

Other Family Members

The Bush family extends beyond its presidential figures. Notable members
include:

- Jeb Bush: The former Governor of Florida and a presidential candidate in
2016, Jeb has contributed to the family’s political legacy.
- Barbara Bush: The former First Lady, known for her advocacy in education
and literacy, was a significant figure in the family’s public image.
- Neil, Marvin, and Dorothy Bush: Other siblings and relatives have also
played roles in business and philanthropy, further enhancing the family's
influence.

Controversies and Secrets

The Bush dynasty has been steeped in controversies that have raised questions
about their ethics and practices:

Business Ties and Conflicts of Interest

One of the most significant controversies surrounding the Bush family
involves their business dealings, particularly before and during George W.
Bush's presidency. Key points include:

- Harken Energy: George W. Bush’s involvement with Harken Energy raised
questions about insider trading and conflicts of interest. Critics argued
that his stock sale just before a significant financial downturn indicated
unethical behavior.
- Kuwait and Iraq: The Bush family's ties to the oil industry fueled
speculation about the motivations behind the Iraq War. Critics argue that the



desire for oil control played a role in the invasion.

Political Allies and Enemies

The Bush family's political alliances and rivalries have also contributed to
their controversial reputation:

- The Iran-Contra Affair: During George H.W. Bush's vice presidency, the
Iran-Contra scandal erupted, involving the secret sale of arms to Iran and
the funding of Contra rebels in Nicaragua. Although Bush was not directly
implicated, his administration's involvement has been a subject of scrutiny.
- Rivalries Within the Party: The Bush family has experienced tensions with
other factions of the Republican Party, particularly with the rise of the Tea
Party and more extreme conservative elements.

Family Secrets and Personal Struggles

The Bush family has also dealt with personal challenges that have often
remained hidden from the public eye:

- Addiction Issues: George W. Bush has been open about his struggles with
alcohol addiction, which he overcame before entering politics. However,
family members have faced similar issues, hinting at a pattern of addiction
within the family.
- Tragedies and Loss: The family has experienced significant personal loss,
including the death of George H.W. Bush's daughter, Robin, from leukemia at a
young age, which profoundly affected the family.

The Legacy of the Bush Dynasty

The Bush dynasty's impact on American politics and society is undeniable. As
one of the most influential families in modern history, they have shaped
policies and public opinion through both their successes and failures. Key
aspects of their legacy include:

- Political Influence: The Bush family has maintained a significant presence
in the Republican Party, influencing policies on issues ranging from foreign
affairs to education.
- Philanthropy: The family has engaged in extensive philanthropic efforts,
supporting various causes, including education, health care, and military
veteran support.
- Public Perception: The Bush family remains a polarizing symbol in American
politics, representing both traditional Republican values and the
complexities of modern governance.

Conclusion

The Bush dynasty’s history is a tapestry woven with power, privilege, and
secrets. From Prescott Bush’s rise in banking and politics to the
presidencies of George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush, the family has left an



indelible mark on American history. However, their legacy is not without
controversy, as questions about ethics, business dealings, and personal
struggles continue to haunt them. As the family navigates the future, the
secrets of the past remain a crucial part of understanding the Bush dynasty's
enduring influence on American politics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Family of Secrets: The
Bush Dynasty'?

The book delves into the hidden history and secrets of the Bush family,
exploring their influence on American politics and their connections with
various power structures.

Who is the author of 'Family of Secrets' and what is
his background?

The author is Russ Baker, an investigative journalist known for his work on
political and historical narratives, with a focus on uncovering the hidden
aspects of powerful families.

What significant events in American history does the
book link to the Bush family's influence?

The book connects the Bush family's influence to pivotal events such as World
War II, the Cold War, and various presidential administrations, highlighting
their role in shaping U.S. foreign and domestic policies.

How does 'Family of Secrets' challenge conventional
narratives about the Bush family?

The book challenges the mainstream portrayal of the Bush family as a typical
political dynasty by revealing deeper, often controversial connections to
intelligence agencies, business interests, and political maneuvering.

What are some of the conspiracies discussed in
'Family of Secrets'?

The book discusses various conspiracies, including the family's ties to the
CIA, the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and the events surrounding the
9/11 attacks, suggesting that these events may have deeper implications
involving the Bush family.

How has 'Family of Secrets' been received by critics
and the public?

The book has sparked debate, receiving both praise for its thorough research
and criticism for its speculative nature, appealing to readers interested in
uncovering the complexities of political power and family legacies.
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