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Falling Slowly is a poignant and beautifully crafted song that captures the essence of love, longing,
and the bittersweet nature of relationships. Performed by Glen Hansard and Markéta Irglová, this
track gained widespread acclaim after its inclusion in the 2007 film "Once." The song not only
showcases the raw talent of its artists but also resonates deeply with audiences around the world.
This article delves into the song's background, its themes, the artists' journey, and its lasting impact
on music and film.

Background of "Falling Slowly"

Origin and Creation

"Falling Slowly" was written by Glen Hansard and Markéta Irglová, both of whom are accomplished
musicians and actors. The song was composed during the early stages of the film "Once," which was
directed by John Carney. The narrative of "Once" revolves around a street musician (Hansard) and
an immigrant (Irglová) who meet in Dublin and share a deep, transformative connection through
music.

- Inspiration: The song draws inspiration from their own experiences and emotions, reflecting the
struggles and hopes associated with love.
- Collaboration: Hansard and Irglová's collaboration was organic, stemming from their mutual
respect for each other's artistry and their shared experiences in the music industry.

Musical Composition

"Falling Slowly" is characterized by its simple yet effective musical arrangement. The song features:

- Melodic Structure: A gentle melody that builds gradually, allowing the emotional weight of the
lyrics to resonate with listeners.
- Instrumentation: Primarily driven by acoustic guitar and piano, the arrangement emphasizes the
intimate feel of the song.
- Vocals: The interplay between Hansard's raw, emotive voice and Irglová's soft, angelic tones
creates a harmonious balance that enhances the song's emotional depth.

Thematic Elements



Love and Connection

At its core, "Falling Slowly" is a love song that encapsulates the feeling of falling for someone
deeply. The lyrics evoke:

- Vulnerability: The willingness to open oneself up to another person, despite the risks involved.
- Longing: A yearning for connection and understanding, reflecting the complexities of relationships.

Hope and Resilience

The song also embodies themes of hope and resilience. Despite the challenges faced in love, the
characters in "Once" find solace in their shared experiences and the music they create together. This
is reflected in the lyrics, which convey a sense of moving forward and embracing the unknown.

Bittersweet Nature of Relationships

"Falling Slowly" captures the bittersweet essence of love, acknowledging that relationships can be
both beautiful and painful. This duality is expressed through:

- Contrasting Emotions: The lyrics highlight moments of joy intertwined with sadness, representing
the full spectrum of human experience.
- Impermanence: The fleeting nature of relationships is a recurring theme, reminding listeners that
every moment is precious.

Impact of "Falling Slowly"

Recognition and Awards

"Falling Slowly" received critical acclaim and won several prestigious awards, including:

- Academy Award for Best Original Song: The song was awarded the Oscar in 2008, solidifying its
place in cinematic history.
- Grammy Award for Best Song Written for Visual Media: This further recognized the song's
contribution to both music and film.

Commercial Success

The success of "Falling Slowly" extended beyond the film industry:

- Chart Performance: The song charted in multiple countries and has been covered by various



artists, showcasing its universal appeal.
- Streaming Popularity: In the years following its release, "Falling Slowly" has amassed millions of
streams on platforms like Spotify and Apple Music, continuing to reach new audiences.

Cultural Impact

The song has left a lasting impact on popular culture, including:

- Covers and Adaptations: Numerous artists have covered "Falling Slowly," each bringing their own
interpretation to the song. Notable covers include renditions by:
- Adele
- John Legend
- The Piano Guys

- Musical Theater Adaptation: The song's popularity inspired stage adaptations, including a
successful run in musical theater, where it has been featured in various productions.

The Artists Behind the Song

Glen Hansard

Glen Hansard is an Irish musician and actor known for his passionate performances and heartfelt
songwriting. Some key points about his career include:

- Early Beginnings: Hansard began his musical career as a busker, playing on the streets of Dublin,
which helped him hone his craft and connect with audiences.
- The Frames: He is the frontman of the band The Frames, which has released several critically
acclaimed albums and gained a loyal following.
- Film Career: In addition to "Once," Hansard has appeared in various films, showcasing his talent as
both a musician and an actor.

Markéta Irglová

Markéta Irglová, a Czech singer-songwriter, gained international recognition through her
collaboration with Hansard. Highlights of her career include:

- Musical Roots: Irglová began playing music at a young age and moved to Ireland to pursue her
dreams, where she eventually crossed paths with Hansard.
- Solo Work: Following the success of "Once," she released solo albums, showcasing her unique voice
and songwriting abilities.
- Activism: Irglová is also known for her advocacy work, using her platform to support various social
and environmental causes.



Conclusion

"Falling Slowly" remains a timeless piece that continues to resonate with audiences around the
world. Through its heartfelt lyrics, beautiful melodies, and the powerful performances of Glen
Hansard and Markéta Irglová, the song captures the complexities of love, hope, and the human
experience. Its impact on music and film has been profound, inspiring countless artists and touching
the hearts of listeners for years. As we reflect on this masterpiece, it is clear that "Falling Slowly"
will forever hold a special place in the tapestry of contemporary music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Falling Slowly' by Glen Hansard
and Marketa Irglova?
'Falling Slowly' explores themes of love, longing, and the struggles of human connection,
highlighting the beauty and pain that can accompany relationships.

In what film does 'Falling Slowly' appear?
'Falling Slowly' appears in the film 'Once,' which was released in 2007 and features Glen Hansard
and Marketa Irglova in lead roles.

What awards did 'Falling Slowly' win?
'Falling Slowly' won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 2008, showcasing its critical
acclaim and popularity.

How did Glen Hansard and Marketa Irglova meet?
Glen Hansard and Marketa Irglova met while working on the film 'Once,' where they developed a
musical partnership and a personal relationship.

What musical style is 'Falling Slowly' associated with?
'Falling Slowly' is characterized by its folk and acoustic style, featuring raw, emotive vocals and
simple instrumentation.

What impact did 'Falling Slowly' have on independent music?
'Falling Slowly' contributed to the rise of independent music in the mainstream, inspiring many
artists and showcasing the power of intimate songwriting.

Has 'Falling Slowly' been covered by other artists?
Yes, 'Falling Slowly' has been covered by various artists across different genres, reflecting its
universal appeal and emotional resonance.



What is the significance of the song's lyrics?
The lyrics of 'Falling Slowly' convey a sense of vulnerability and hope, encapsulating the feeling of
being in love while also facing uncertainty.

What instruments are prominently featured in 'Falling
Slowly'?
The song primarily features an acoustic guitar and piano, creating a simple yet powerful backdrop
for the vocals.
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