
fallen angels by walter dean myers

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a poignant exploration of the Vietnam War through the eyes of a
young African American soldier. Myers, a celebrated author known for his ability to address complex social
issues, crafts a narrative that is both personal and universal. This article delves into the themes, characters,
and significance of Fallen Angels, highlighting its enduring relevance in contemporary discussions about
war, race, and identity.

Overview of Fallen Angels

Published in 1988, Fallen Angels is a historical novel set during the Vietnam War, focusing on the
experiences of a young man named Richie Perry. The story begins in 1967, as Richie, a recent high school
graduate from Harlem, is drafted into the U.S. Army. The novel is narrated from Richie’s first-person
perspective, offering readers an intimate view of his thoughts and emotions as he navigates the harsh
realities of war.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows Richie from his initial training at Fort Dix to his deployment in Vietnam. As he
grapples with the fear and uncertainty of combat, he also confronts issues of identity, belonging, and the
moral complexities of war. The plot is rich with detail, depicting the camaraderie among soldiers, the
brutality of battle, and the psychological toll of warfare.

Key events in the story include:

1. Basic Training: Richie’s transition from civilian life to military discipline.
2. Deployment: The harrowing experience of arriving in Vietnam and the immediate dangers faced by
soldiers.
3. Combat Experiences: Richie's encounters with death and violence, highlighting the chaos and
unpredictability of war.
4. Loss and Grief: The emotional impact of losing friends and fellow soldiers.
5. Homecoming: Richie’s return to a society that is often indifferent to the sacrifices made by veterans.

Thematic Exploration

Fallen Angels addresses several significant themes, making it a compelling read not only for young adults



but for anyone interested in the complexities of war and its aftermath.

1. The Harsh Realities of War

Myers presents a raw and unfiltered depiction of combat. The novel does not shy away from the gruesome
realities of battle, illustrating how violence and death become a part of everyday life for soldiers. This
theme serves to challenge romanticized notions of war often portrayed in popular media.

2. Racial Identity and Brotherhood

Race plays a crucial role in Fallen Angels. Richie and his fellow soldiers come from diverse backgrounds,
and their experiences in Vietnam highlight the racial tensions that exist in American society. Myers
illustrates how the army serves as a microcosm of society, where issues of race and identity are magnified.
The bonds formed among soldiers transcend racial lines, emphasizing the theme of brotherhood amidst
adversity.

3. The Psychological Impact of War

The psychological toll of war is another central theme in the novel. Richie’s experiences lead to feelings of
anxiety, depression, and questioning of his identity. Myers skillfully explores the mental health struggles
faced by veterans, a topic that remains highly relevant today. The narrative encourages readers to consider
the long-term effects of trauma on individuals and communities.

Character Analysis

The characters in Fallen Angels are richly developed, each representing different aspects of the soldier
experience.

1. Richie Perry

As the protagonist, Richie embodies the struggle of many young men drafted into the Vietnam War. His
journey from naivety to a harsh understanding of reality is central to the narrative. Richie’s reflections on
his experiences provide insight into the emotional and psychological challenges faced by soldiers.



2. Peewee

Peewee is one of Richie’s closest friends in Vietnam. He serves as a source of humor and support, helping to
lighten the mood during intense situations. Peewee’s character highlights the importance of friendship and
camaraderie in coping with the stresses of war.

3. Lieutenant Carroll

Lieutenant Carroll serves as a mentor figure for Richie. His character represents the complexities of
leadership in the military, balancing the responsibilities of command with the personal struggles soldiers
face. Carroll’s experiences and decisions reflect the moral ambiguities of war.

4. Other Soldiers

The novel features a diverse cast of soldiers, each contributing to the narrative’s exploration of race,
identity, and the soldier experience. Through their interactions and relationships, Myers illustrates the
shared burdens and challenges faced by those in combat.

Literary Style and Techniques

Walter Dean Myers employs various literary techniques to enhance the storytelling in Fallen Angels.

1. First-Person Narrative

The use of first-person narration allows readers to connect deeply with Richie’s thoughts and emotions.
This perspective creates an intimate understanding of his fears, hopes, and internal struggles.

2. Vivid Imagery

Myers utilizes vivid imagery to paint a realistic picture of the Vietnam landscape and the horrors of war.
Descriptions of combat scenes and the physical environment immerse readers in the soldiers’ experiences.



3. Dialogue

Authentic dialogue among characters adds depth to their personalities and relationships. The conversations
reflect the camaraderie and tension present in military life, making the characters’ experiences relatable
and real.

Significance and Impact

Fallen Angels is more than just a war story; it is a powerful commentary on the human condition. The
novel has been acclaimed for its sensitive portrayal of the Vietnam War and its impact on soldiers,
particularly African American soldiers, whose stories are often overlooked in mainstream narratives.

1. Educational Value

The book is often included in school curricula, serving as a tool for discussions on war, race, and identity. It
encourages critical thinking about the consequences of conflict and the importance of understanding history
from multiple perspectives.

2. Cultural Relevance

In an era where conversations about race, mental health, and the experiences of veterans are increasingly
important, Fallen Angels remains relevant. The themes explored in the novel resonate with contemporary
issues, making it a timeless piece of literature.

3. Awards and Recognition

Fallen Angels has received numerous accolades, including the Coretta Scott King Award. Its impact on
young adult literature and its contribution to discussions about race and war have solidified its place as a
significant work in American literature.

Conclusion

In Fallen Angels, Walter Dean Myers crafts a compelling narrative that captures the complexities of war,
race, and identity. Through the experiences of Richie Perry and his fellow soldiers, readers are invited to



reflect on the harsh realities of combat and the lasting effects of trauma. The novel’s exploration of these
themes ensures its continued relevance and importance in discussions about the Vietnam War and the
broader implications of conflict in society. As we navigate the challenges of the present, Fallen Angels
serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who serve and the enduring impact of their stories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Fallen Angels' by Walter Dean Myers?
The main theme of 'Fallen Angels' is the harsh realities of war, particularly the Vietnam War, and the
impact it has on young soldiers, exploring themes of courage, friendship, and the loss of innocence.

Who is the protagonist of 'Fallen Angels'?
The protagonist of 'Fallen Angels' is Richie Perry, a young African American man who enlists in the
Army and is sent to Vietnam.

How does Walter Dean Myers portray the Vietnam War in 'Fallen
Angels'?
Walter Dean Myers portrays the Vietnam War as brutal and chaotic, highlighting the physical and
emotional toll it takes on soldiers, along with the moral dilemmas they face.

What role does friendship play in 'Fallen Angels'?
Friendship plays a crucial role in 'Fallen Angels', as it provides soldiers like Richie with support and a
sense of camaraderie amidst the horrors of war.

What are some significant challenges Richie faces in 'Fallen Angels'?
Richie faces numerous challenges, including the fear of death, the loss of friends, the struggle to understand
the purpose of the war, and the trauma that follows combat.

How does the author use symbolism in 'Fallen Angels'?
Walter Dean Myers uses symbolism in 'Fallen Angels' to represent the loss of innocence, with elements
like the fallen angels themselves symbolizing the soldiers who have died and the shattered dreams of
youth.



What is the significance of the title 'Fallen Angels'?
The title 'Fallen Angels' signifies the soldiers who are sent to fight in Vietnam, portraying them as once
innocent young men who have now fallen into the darkness of war.

How does 'Fallen Angels' address issues of race?
'Fallen Angels' addresses issues of race by highlighting the experiences of African American soldiers, their
struggles with racism, and the inequalities they face both in the military and society.

What impact did 'Fallen Angels' have on young readers?
'Fallen Angels' has had a significant impact on young readers by providing a realistic portrayal of war,
fostering empathy, and encouraging discussions about the consequences of conflict and the experiences of
veterans.

Why is 'Fallen Angels' considered an important literary work?
'Fallen Angels' is considered an important literary work because it offers a poignant exploration of war
from a young soldier's perspective, contributing to the understanding of the Vietnam War and its lasting
effects on individuals and society.
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