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Facing History and Ourselves: Holocaust and Human Behavior

Facing History and Ourselves is an educational organization that emphasizes
the importance of understanding history and its implications on human
behavior. In exploring the Holocaust, a harrowing event in history, we are
confronted with profound questions about morality, choices, and the nature of
humanity. The Holocaust serves not only as a historical event but also as a
lens through which we can examine the complexities of human behavior,
including the capacity for both cruelty and compassion. This article delves
into the lessons learned from the Holocaust and how they can inform our
understanding of human behavior today.

The Holocaust: A Historical Overview

The Holocaust refers to the systematic extermination of six million Jews by
the Nazi regime and its collaborators during World War II. It represents one
of the darkest chapters in human history, underscoring the consequences of
hatred, prejudice, and unchecked power.

Key Events

1. Rise of the Nazi Party: The Nazis, led by Adolf Hitler, rose to power in
Germany in the early 1930s, exploiting economic turmoil and nationalistic
sentiments.

2. Implementation of Anti-Jewish Laws: Following their ascent to power, the
Nazis implemented a series of laws that marginalized Jewish people and
stripped them of their rights.

3. The Final Solution: In 1942, the Nazis formalized their plan for the
extermination of the Jews, which they referred to as

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of the Facing History and
Ourselves program?

The main goal of the Facing History and Ourselves program is to educate
students about the Holocaust and other instances of genocide, while promoting
critical thinking about human behavior and the moral choices individuals make
in society.



How does Facing History and Ourselves approach the
topic of human behavior?

Facing History and Ourselves approaches human behavior by examining the
historical contexts of events like the Holocaust, encouraging students to
reflect on the choices people made, and discussing how those choices affect
society today.

What are some key themes explored in Facing History
and Ourselves related to the Holocaust?

Key themes include the impact of prejudice and discrimination, the importance
of empathy and understanding, the consequences of bystander behavior, and the
role of individual and collective responsibility in preventing atrocities.

In what ways does Facing History and Ourselves
promote civic engagement?

The program promotes civic engagement by encouraging students to connect
historical lessons to contemporary issues, fostering discussions about
justice, equality, and the responsibilities of citizenship in their
communities.

How can educators effectively implement Facing
History and Ourselves in their classrooms?

Educators can implement the program by utilizing its comprehensive curriculum
resources, engaging students in discussions about history and ethics, and
encouraging reflective practices that help students relate historical events
to their own lives.

What role does storytelling play in Facing History
and Ourselves?

Storytelling plays a crucial role in the program by personalizing historical
events, allowing students to connect emotionally with the experiences of
individuals affected by the Holocaust, and fostering empathy and
understanding.

Why is it important to study the Holocaust in the
context of human behavior?

Studying the Holocaust in the context of human behavior is important because
it provides insights into the factors that lead to extreme acts of violence
and discrimination, helping to identify warning signs and prevent future
atrocities.



How does Facing History and Ourselves address the
concept of identity?

Facing History and OQurselves addresses the concept of identity by exploring
how personal, cultural, and societal identities can influence behavior and
choices, particularly in times of crisis, and how understanding these
identities can promote inclusivity and respect.
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