facial recognition and biometric technology
moratorium act

Facial recognition and biometric technology moratorium act is a legislative proposal aimed at
regulating the use of advanced biometric technologies, notably facial recognition systems, that have
gained traction in various sectors, including law enforcement, security, and commercial applications.
As these technologies become increasingly embedded in our daily lives, concerns regarding privacy,
civil liberties, and potential misuse have prompted lawmakers to consider a temporary halt—or
moratorium—on their deployment. This article delves into the implications, motivations, and potential
consequences of such a moratorium, exploring its significance in the contemporary technological
landscape.

Understanding Facial Recognition Technology

Facial recognition technology (FRT) is an advanced biometric application that uses algorithms to
identify or verify a person's identity by analyzing facial features from images or videos. This
technology has seen widespread adoption in various domains, including:

Law enforcement for criminal identification

Security systems in airports and public venues

Smartphone unlocking and authentication

Retail for customer identification and personalized marketing

Despite its promising applications, the rise of facial recognition technology raises significant ethical
and privacy concerns. Data breaches, racial bias, and surveillance overreach are just some of the
issues critics highlight. As a result, many advocates are pushing for a moratorium on the technology’s
use until comprehensive regulations can be established.

The Need for a Moratorium

The call for a moratorium on facial recognition and biometric technology stems from several pressing
concerns:

1. Privacy Violations

Facial recognition systems can operate without a person's knowledge or consent, leading to potential
invasions of privacy. Governments and private companies can capture and analyze images in public



spaces, raising questions about the extent of surveillance society members are subjected to.

2. Racial and Gender Bias

Studies have shown that facial recognition technologies often exhibit biases, particularly against
people of color and women. This can result in higher rates of false positives and wrongful accusations,
exacerbating existing inequalities in law enforcement and societal treatment.

3. Lack of Regulation

Currently, there is a patchwork of regulations governing facial recognition technology, with many
jurisdictions lacking comprehensive frameworks. A moratorium would provide time to develop robust
guidelines to ensure that the technology is used ethically and responsibly.

Key Provisions of the Moratorium Act

The Facial Recognition and Biometric Technology Moratorium Act typically includes several crucial
provisions aimed at mitigating the risks associated with the technology:

1. Temporary Halt

The act would impose a temporary moratorium on the use of facial recognition and biometric
technologies by government agencies and private entities. This pause would allow for a thorough
review of the implications of these technologies.

2. Comprehensive Assessment

During the moratorium, an assessment would be conducted to evaluate the ethical, legal, and social
implications of facial recognition technologies. This evaluation would consider:

e Potential biases in algorithm performance

e Impact on civil liberties and privacy rights

e Technological reliability and accuracy



3. Public Input and Transparency

A framework for public engagement would be established, allowing citizens, advocacy groups, and
stakeholders to provide input on the use of facial recognition technology. Transparency in how data is
collected, stored, and analyzed would be emphasized.

4. Development of Regulatory Frameworks

The act would mandate the creation of requlatory frameworks that govern the responsible use of
biometric technologies. This would include guidelines on:

e Data security and privacy
¢ Accountability in the use of technology by law enforcement

e Clear standards for accuracy and bias mitigation

Potential Impacts of the Moratorium

Implementing a moratorium on facial recognition and biometric technology can have several
implications:

1. Enhanced Public Awareness

The moratorium would likely lead to increased public awareness about the ethical and privacy
concerns surrounding facial recognition technology. As discussions unfold, citizens may become more
informed about their rights and the implications of surveillance.

2. Innovation in Ethical Technology

With a focus on responsible use and regulation, there could be a push for the development of ethical
alternatives to facial recognition technology. Companies may invest in technologies that prioritize
user privacy and minimize bias.

3. Strain on Law Enforcement Operations

While the moratorium aims to protect civil liberties, it may also impact law enforcement agencies
reliant on facial recognition for solving crimes. Agencies might need to adapt their methodologies,



which could lead to challenges in crime prevention and resolution.

Conclusion

The facial recognition and biometric technology moratorium act represents a significant step
towards addressing the ethical, privacy, and civil rights concerns associated with the rapid
proliferation of biometric technologies. By temporarily halting their use, lawmakers can take the
necessary time to conduct thorough assessments and develop comprehensive regulations that ensure
these technologies are deployed responsibly and ethically. The ongoing discourse surrounding the act
highlights the delicate balance between technological advancement and the preservation of individual
rights, urging society to consider the long-term implications of a surveillance-driven world. As we
navigate this complex landscape, the act's potential to foster a more informed and accountable
technological future stands as a beacon of hope for privacy advocates and concerned citizens alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Facial Recognition and Biometric Technology
Moratorium Act?

The Facial Recognition and Biometric Technology Moratorium Act is proposed legislation aimed at
prohibiting the use of facial recognition and biometric surveillance technologies by federal agencies
until comprehensive regulations and safeguards are established.

Why is there a push for a moratorium on facial recognition
technology?

There is a push for a moratorium due to concerns about privacy violations, potential misuse of data,
racial and gender biases inherent in the technology, and the lack of transparent regulatory
frameworks governing its use.

Who supports the Facial Recognition and Biometric
Technology Moratorium Act?

Support for the Act comes from various civil rights organizations, privacy advocates, and some
lawmakers who argue that current facial recognition technologies pose significant risks to civil
liberties and public safety.

What are the potential impacts of the Facial Recognition and

Biometric Technology Moratorium Act?
If enacted, the Act could limit the deployment of facial recognition technologies in law enforcement

and other government sectors, prompting a reevaluation of surveillance practices and encouraging
the development of more ethical technology guidelines.



How does the moratorium affect ongoing facial recognition
projects?

The moratorium would halt ongoing facial recognition projects initiated by federal agencies, requiring
them to reassess their use of the technology and comply with new regulations before any further
deployment.
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