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Face to Face with God Bill Johnson is a concept that encapsulates the
teachings and experiences of Bill Johnson, the Senior Leader of Bethel Church
in Redding, California. Johnson has garnered a significant following due to
his charismatic leadership style and profound insights into the nature of
God, spiritual gifts, and the believer's relationship with the divine. This
article explores the essence of Johnson's teachings about encountering God,
the impact of his ministry, and how believers can cultivate a deeper
relationship with the divine.

Bill Johnson: A Brief Biography

Bill Johnson was born on July 18, 1951, in Minnesota. He grew up in a
Christian home and was exposed to the principles of faith from an early age.
Johnson's ministry began to take shape in the late 1970s when he became the
pastor of Bethel Church in Redding, California. Under his leadership, the
church has transformed into a vibrant center for revival and supernatural
ministry.

Key Influences

Throughout his ministry, Johnson has been influenced by various theological
perspectives, including:

1. Pentecostalism: His early experiences in Pentecostal churches shaped his
understanding of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit.
2. Healing Movements: Johnson has been significantly influenced by the
healing ministries of figures such as John Wimber and Kathryn Kuhlman.
3. Revival History: He often draws from historical revivals, emphasizing a
return to the power of God in the present day.

The Theology of Experiencing God

At the core of Bill Johnson's teaching is the belief that experiencing God is
not just a theoretical concept but a tangible reality for believers. He
emphasizes that every Christian can have direct encounters with God, which
can transform their lives.

Understanding Divine Encounters

1. Personal Relationship: Johnson stresses that God desires an intimate
relationship with each believer. He advocates for a personal experience of
God rather than merely following religious rituals.
2. Supernatural Experiences: Encounters with God can manifest in various
ways, including visions, dreams, and prophetic insights. Johnson encourages
believers to be open to these experiences.
3. Scriptural Foundation: Johnson's teachings are grounded in Scripture. He
emphasizes that the Bible is a guide for understanding how to encounter God



and the nature of His character.

Face to Face with God: A Practical Approach

Johnson's book "Face to Face with God" outlines practical steps for believers
to deepen their relationship with God. Here are some of the key principles he
discusses:

1. Cultivating a Lifestyle of Worship

Worship is central to encountering God. Johnson teaches that:

- Worship prepares the heart: It creates an atmosphere conducive to divine
encounters.
- Posture of surrender: Engaging in worship helps believers surrender their
lives to God, allowing Him to move freely.

2. Meditative Prayer

Johnson encourages believers to engage in meditative prayer, which involves:

- Stillness: Quieting the mind to hear God's voice.
- Listening: Focusing on what God is saying rather than just presenting
requests.
- Journaling: Writing down insights and revelations received during prayer
times.

3. Voluntary Vulnerability

Being vulnerable before God is an essential aspect of encountering Him.
Johnson emphasizes:

- Honesty: Bringing doubts, fears, and struggles to God.
- Openness: Allowing God to reveal truth and bring healing.

4. Community and Accountability

Johnson believes that engaging with a community of believers enhances one's
ability to experience God. He suggests:

- Fellowship: Surrounding oneself with others who are pursuing God.
- Accountability: Sharing experiences and encouraging one another.

The Impact of Bill Johnson's Ministry

Johnson's teachings and leadership have had a profound impact on many



individuals and churches worldwide. The following are some notable outcomes
of his ministry:

1. Global Influence

- Bethel Church: Under Johnson's leadership, Bethel has become a prominent
church known for its emphasis on revival, healing, and worship.
- Bethel Music: The music ministry birthed from the church has gained global
recognition, contributing significantly to contemporary worship culture.

2. Healing and Miracles

Johnson's ministry places a strong emphasis on healing and miracles. Many
individuals have reported experiencing physical, emotional, and spiritual
healing during services and events led by him.

3. Empowering Believers

Johnson's teachings empower believers to step into their identities as
children of God. He encourages them to pursue the supernatural and to
minister to others with the intention of demonstrating God's love and power.

Critiques and Controversies

While Johnson's ministry has many supporters, it has not been without
criticism. Some critiques include:

1. Theological Concerns

- Prosperity Gospel: Critics argue that Johnson's teachings can sometimes
lean toward the prosperity gospel, which emphasizes wealth and health as
signs of God's favor.
- Experiential Focus: Some theologians express concern that an overemphasis
on experiences can lead to a diminished view of Scripture.

2. Revivalism vs. Tradition

- Challenges to Tradition: Johnson's approach to revival and the supernatural
challenges traditional views of church and ministry, leading to tensions with
more conservative denominations.

Conclusion

Bill Johnson's concept of Face to Face with God invites believers into a



transformative relationship with the Creator. His teachings emphasize the
importance of personal encounters, community, and worship as pathways to
experiencing God's presence. While his ministry has sparked both enthusiasm
and critique, the underlying message remains focused on the accessibility of
God to every believer. Johnson inspires many to pursue a deeper relationship
with God, encouraging them to embrace their identity as children of the
divine and to walk in the supernatural power available to them. As believers
engage with his teachings, they are challenged to seek God earnestly,
believing that transformative encounters are not only possible but are a
fundamental aspect of the Christian faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core message of Bill Johnson's 'Face to
Face with God'?

The core message emphasizes the importance of personal intimacy with God,
encouraging believers to seek a deeper, relational experience with Him rather
than merely following religious practices.

How does Bill Johnson suggest believers can cultivate
a closer relationship with God?

Bill Johnson suggests that believers can cultivate a closer relationship with
God through prayer, worship, and meditation on scripture, focusing on
developing a heart posture of openness and receptivity.

What are some key practices mentioned in 'Face to
Face with God' for experiencing God's presence?

Key practices include setting aside dedicated time for solitude with God,
engaging in prophetic worship, and fostering an environment of expectancy to
encounter His presence.

In what ways does Bill Johnson address the challenges
of encountering God in today's culture?

Bill Johnson addresses these challenges by highlighting the distractions of
modern life and encouraging believers to prioritize their spiritual growth
and cultivate a lifestyle that consistently seeks God's presence.

What impact has 'Face to Face with God' had on the
Christian community?

The book has sparked conversations about intimacy with God, encouraging many
Christians to deepen their personal relationships with Him and to pursue a
more experiential faith rather than a purely intellectual one.
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