face the play by benjamin zephaniah

Face is a powerful play written by Benjamin Zephaniah, a prominent British-Jamaican poet,
playwright, and novelist. First performed in 2004, the play delves into the complexities of
identity, belonging, and the impact of societal expectations on young people. Zephaniah,
known for his commitment to social justice and his ability to convey profound messages
through engaging narratives, uses this play to explore the struggles of youth in a
contemporary urban setting.

Overview of the Play

Face revolves around the life of a teenager named Martin, who is grappling with the
aftermath of a violent incident that left him disfigured. As he navigates the challenges of
adolescence, Martin's journey becomes a reflection of the inner and outer conflicts faced by
many young individuals in today's society. The play addresses themes of self-acceptance,
peer pressure, and the search for identity, all while incorporating a blend of humor and
poignancy.

Key Themes

1. Identity and Self-Perception

- Martin's disfigurement serves as a metaphor for the broader struggles of youth trying to
establish their identity. The play examines how external appearances can influence self-
perception and how societal judgments can alter one's sense of self-worth.

2. Societal Expectations

- The pressures to conform to societal norms are palpable in Face. Characters in the play
often find themselves in conflict between their authentic selves and the personas they feel
compelled to present to the world.

3. Friendship and Betrayal

- The dynamics of friendship are explored, showcasing how loyalty can be tested in difficult
situations. Martin's relationships with his peers reveal the complexities of trust and
betrayal, particularly in the context of adolescence.

4. Violence and Its Consequences

- The play opens with the violent incident that disfigures Martin, setting the tone for a
critical exploration of the repercussions of violence. It raises questions about the causes of
such behavior and the impact on individuals and communities.

Character Analysis
Martin

Martin is the protagonist of the play. His journey from a confident teenager to a disfigured
youth grappling with self-identity is central to the narrative. Through Martin, Zephaniah
presents a nuanced portrayal of the struggles faced by many young individuals. His
character embodies resilience, as he learns to navigate the world with a new face and a
changed perspective on life.



Other Key Characters

- Shanice: Martin's close friend who represents the voice of reason and support. Her
character contrasts sharply with the more superficial relationships depicted in the play.

- Mickey: A representation of the darker side of adolescence, Mickey is involved in the
incidents leading to Martin’s disfigurement. His character serves as a cautionary tale about
the consequences of poor choices.

- Julie: Martin's mother, who struggles to understand her son's transformation and the
impact of the incident on their family dynamics.

Supporting Characters

- The Schoolmates: Various peers of Martin who illustrate the diverse reactions to his
disfigurement, from bullying to empathy. Their interactions highlight the social hierarchies
that exist among adolescents.

Structure of the Play

Face is structured in a series of scenes that interweave dialogue, monologues, and
flashbacks. This dynamic format allows for a deeper understanding of the characters’ inner
thoughts and feelings. The use of poetic language and rhythmic dialogue is a hallmark of
Zephaniah's style, which adds an engaging layer to the storytelling.

Scene Breakdown

1. Introduction of Conflict
- The play opens with the aftermath of the violent incident, setting the stage for Martin's
emotional turmoil.

2. Exploration of Relationships
- Subsequent scenes delve into Martin's relationships with Shanice, Mickey, and his mother,
showcasing how each character reacts to the changes in Martin's life.

3. Climax and Resolution

- The climax of the play occurs when Martin confronts the realities of his situation, leading
to moments of self-discovery and acceptance. The resolution emphasizes hope and the
possibility of healing.

Style and Language

Benjamin Zephaniah’s use of language in Face is both accessible and impactful. His
background as a poet shines through in the lyrical quality of the dialogue. The play
incorporates elements of urban slang and colloquial speech, reflecting the realities of
contemporary youth culture. This choice of language enhances the authenticity of the
characters and their experiences.

Poetic Elements

- Rhythm and Rhyme: Zephaniah often employs rhythmic patterns that add musicality to



the characters' dialogues.

- Imagery: Vivid imagery is used to evoke emotions and paint a picture of the characters'
struggles and environments.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, Face received critical acclaim for its honest portrayal of youth struggles
and its ability to tackle challenging themes with sensitivity and humor. The play has been
performed in various educational settings, prompting discussions about identity, violence,
and societal expectations among young audiences.

Awards and Recognition

- Nominations: The play has garnered nominations for several awards, recognizing its
contribution to contemporary theatre.

- Educational Impact: Many schools have incorporated Face into their curricula, using it as a
tool to engage students in conversations about self-acceptance and the impact of violence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Benjamin Zephaniah's Face is not just a play about a disfigured teenager; it is
a profound exploration of the adolescent experience. Through its rich character
development, engaging dialogue, and exploration of relevant themes, the play resonates
with audiences of all ages. It challenges societal norms and encourages young people to
embrace their identities, making it a significant work in contemporary theatre. The play's
lasting impact is a testament to Zephaniah's skill as a storyteller and his commitment to
addressing the issues that matter in today's society. As the characters in Face navigate
their complex worlds, they remind us of the importance of acceptance, understanding, and
the power of resilience in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'Face' by
Benjamin Zephaniah?

The central themes in 'Face' include identity, the impact of violence, the complexity of
family relationships, and the struggles of adolescence. The novel examines how these
elements shape the protagonist's journey and his understanding of himself and his place in
the world.

How does Benjamin Zephaniah use language and style
to convey the emotions of the characters in 'Face'?

Zephaniah employs a conversational and accessible style, using colloquial language that
reflects the characters' backgrounds and emotions. His use of vivid imagery and powerful



dialogue helps to convey the characters' inner struggles and the realities of their
circumstances.

What role does the concept of ‘face' play in the novel,
and how does it relate to the protagonist's journey?

'Face' symbolizes both physical appearance and the emotional masks people wear. For the
protagonist, the loss of his face due to violence leads to a deeper exploration of self-identity
and societal perceptions of beauty, ultimately prompting him to confront his insecurities
and redefine his sense of self.

In what ways does 'Face' address the issue of bullying
and its consequences?

'Face' highlights the devastating effects of bullying on both the victim and the perpetrator.
The protagonist's experiences illustrate the physical and emotional scars left by bullying, as
well as the cycle of violence that can perpetuate further harm in the community.

How does the character development in 'Face’ reflect
the theme of resilience?

The character development in 'Face' showcases resilience through the protagonist's journey
of overcoming adversity. Despite facing trauma and societal rejection, he learns to accept
himself and find strength in his relationships, ultimately demonstrating that resilience can
lead to healing and personal growth.
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