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The Book of Ezekiel, one of the major prophetic texts in the Old Testament, offers profound insights
into the themes of restoration, hope, and divine intervention. Chapter 37, often referred to as the
"Valley of Dry Bones," is one of the most vivid and powerful passages in the scripture. This chapter
not only addresses the spiritual state of Israel during the Babylonian exile but also serves as a
prophetic vision of resurrection and revitalization. In this article, we will delve into the key themes,
context, and implications of Ezekiel 37, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding for
personal or communal study.

Context of Ezekiel 37

To appreciate the depth of Ezekiel 37, it is important to understand the historical and cultural context
of the time.

The Historical Background

1. Exile of Israel: The Israelites were taken captive by the Babylonians in 586 BC, leading to the
destruction of Jerusalem and its temple. This exile was a significant event that caused deep despair
among the people.

2. Prophet Ezekiel: Ezekiel, a priest and prophet, was among those exiled. He received visions from
God while in Babylon, through which he delivered messages of warning, judgment, and ultimately,
hope.

3. Themes of the Book: Throughout Ezekiel, themes of judgment, restoration, and God’s sovereignty

recur. Chapter 37 particularly focuses on the promise of restoration for a people who felt utterly
hopeless.

Literary Structure of Ezekiel 37

Ezekiel 37 can be divided into two main sections:

1. The Vision of the Dry Bones (Verses 1-14): This section describes a vivid vision where Ezekiel is
taken to a valley filled with dry bones and commanded to prophesy to them.

2. The Two Sticks (Verses 15-28): Here, God instructs Ezekiel to take two sticks and unite them,
symbolizing the reunification of Israel and Judah.



The Vision of the Dry Bones

The first part of the chapter presents a haunting yet powerful image of desolation followed by
reanimation.

Understanding the Dry Bones

1. Symbolism of the Bones: The dry bones represent the people of Israel, who feel cut off from their
homeland and from God. They symbolize death, despair, and hopelessness.

2. God's Command: In verses 4-6, God commands Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones, declaring that
they will live again. This act of prophecy is crucial as it demonstrates God's power to revive and

restore.

3. The Breath of Life: In verses 9-10, the breath (or spirit) enters the bones, bringing them to life. This
breath symbolizes the Holy Spirit, indicating that true restoration comes from God alone.

Theological Implications

1. Resurrection and Renewal: The vision serves as a metaphor for spiritual resurrection. It emphasizes
the belief that God can bring life to the spiritually dead.

2. Hope for the Hopeless: This passage reassures the exiled Israelites that their situation is not
beyond redemption. It encourages faith in God's ability to restore and renew.

3. Covenantal Promise: The restoration of Israel is tied to God's covenant with His people. This
chapter reinforces the theme that God will not abandon His promises even in times of despair.

The Two Sticks

The second part of Ezekiel 37 shifts focus to the unification of Israel and Judah.

Symbolism of the Sticks

1. Two Nations: The two sticks represent the divided kingdoms of Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and
Judah (the Southern Kingdom). Their division was a significant source of strife and conflict.

2. Unification: God instructs Ezekiel to join the sticks together, signifying that a time will come when
the divided nations will be restored to unity under one king. This symbolizes God'’s intent to bring His
people back together, both physically and spiritually.



Theological Implications

1. Unity in Diversity: The unification of the two sticks can be interpreted as a call for unity among
God’s people, transcending previous divisions and strife.

2. Messianic Hope: The promise of one king over the united Israel points to the messianic expectation
of a future leader who will bring peace and restoration.

3. The Everlasting Covenant: In verses 26-28, God reaffirms His covenant with His people,

emphasizing that His presence will dwell among them. This is a promise of security and hope for
future generations.

Application for Today

Ezekiel 37 is not only a historical account but also a profound source of inspiration and hope for
contemporary readers.

Lessons for Personal Life

1. Hope in Despair: Just as the Israelites found hope in the prophecy of the dry bones, individuals
today can find hope in their struggles and challenges, trusting that renewal is possible.

2. The Power of Faith: The act of prophesying to the bones illustrates the importance of speaking faith
into our circumstances, believing in God’s power to transform and revive.

3. Community and Unity: The unification of the two sticks serves as a reminder of the importance of
community and working towards unity, especially in a world often marked by division.

Lessons for the Church

1. Mission of Restoration: The church is called to be an agent of restoration, reaching out to those who
feel spiritually dead and offering them the hope of the Gospel.

2. Embracing Diversity: Like the two sticks, the church must embrace diversity within its unity,
recognizing that different backgrounds and experiences can enrich the community.

3. Living in Covenant: Understanding our identity as God's people invites us to live in ways that reflect
His covenant love, justice, and mercy in our communities.

Conclusion

Ezekiel 37 serves as a powerful reminder of God's ability to bring life to the lifeless and hope to the



hopeless. Through the visions of the dry bones and the two sticks, we are invited to reflect on the
themes of resurrection, unity, and the enduring nature of God's promises. As we study this chapter,
we are encouraged to embrace the hope that God offers, both personally and collectively, fostering a
spirit of renewal and unity in our lives and communities. In the face of despair, we can trust that, like
the dry bones, we too can experience the transformative breath of God, leading us toward a future
filled with hope and restoration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Ezekiel 37?

The main theme of Ezekiel 37 is the restoration of Israel, symbolized by the vision of the valley of dry
bones, which represents the revival and reestablishment of God's people.

What does the vision of the dry bones signify?

The vision of the dry bones signifies the spiritual revival and resurrection of Israel, emphasizing that
God can bring life to what seems dead and hopeless.

How does Ezekiel 37 connect to the concept of hope?

Ezekiel 37 connects to the concept of hope by illustrating that, despite Israel's current desolation, God
promises to restore and revive His people, instilling hope for their future.

What is the significance of the 'two sticks' in Ezekiel 37?

The 'two sticks' in Ezekiel 37 symbolize the unification of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah,
representing God's intention to bring His people together as one nation under His covenant.

How can Ezekiel 37 be applied to contemporary life?

Ezekiel 37 can be applied to contemporary life by encouraging individuals to trust in God's ability to
restore and renew their own lives, communities, and relationships, even in times of despair.

What role does prophecy play in Ezekiel 37?

Prophecy in Ezekiel 37 plays a crucial role as it reveals God's promises and plans for restoration,
demonstrating that He speaks through His prophets to bring hope and direction to His people.

What does the phrase 'l will put my Spirit in you' mean in this
chapter?

The phrase 'l will put my Spirit in you' signifies God's promise to empower and transform His people,
enabling them to live in obedience and relationship with Him.



What historical context is important for understanding Ezekiel
37?

The historical context includes the Babylonian exile, where the Israelites felt abandoned and
hopeless, making God's message of restoration in Ezekiel 37 particularly poignant and relevant.

How does Ezekiel 37 depict God's sovereignty?

Ezekiel 37 depicts God's sovereignty by illustrating His control over life and death, showing that He
can breathe life into the dry bones and fulfill His promises to His people.

What lessons can be learned from the unity emphasized in
Ezekiel 37?

Lessons from the unity emphasized in Ezekiel 37 teach the importance of reconciliation, community,
and working together under God's guidance for a common purpose, reflecting His desire for harmony
among His people.
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