extremely loud incredibly close

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is a novel written by Jonathan Safran Foer, published in
2005. It tells the poignant story of a young boy named Oskar Schell who embarks on a quest to find a
lock that fits a mysterious key left behind by his father, who died in the September 11 attacks. This
novel is not just a tale of loss and grief; it also explores themes of love, trauma, and the quest for
closure in the face of overwhelming tragedy.

Overview of the Novel

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is structured around Oskar's journey, both physically and
emotionally. The novel is divided into several parts, each alternating between Oskar's narrative and
the stories of his grandparents, who are also affected by loss. Foer's unique storytelling style employs
a mix of visual elements, unconventional typography, and illustrations, making the reading
experience both engaging and thought-provoking.

Plot Summary

The plot centers on Oskar Schell, a precocious 9-year-old boy who is deeply affected by his father's
death during the 9/11 attacks. Struggling with his grief, Oskar discovers a blue vase in his father's
belongings that contains a key with the name "Black" written on it. He becomes convinced that the
key will unlock a significant mystery and embarks on a quest across New York City to find the person
with the last name "Black."

As Oskar travels from place to place, he meets various characters who share their own stories of loss
and resilience. Each encounter helps Oskar understand the complexity of grief and the different ways
people cope with it. The narrative is interspersed with flashbacks about Oskar’s grandparents,
detailing their experiences during World War Il and their own struggles with loss, adding depth to the
overarching theme of the novel.

Thematic Elements

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close explores several profound themes:

e Grief and Loss: The primary theme of the novel is the impact of grief. Oskar's journey
symbolizes the struggle to cope with loss and find meaning in the aftermath of tragedy.

e Communication: The novel highlights the importance of communication in relationships.
Oskar's interactions with others illustrate how sharing stories can foster understanding and
healing.

» Search for Identity: Oskar’s quest to find the lock that fits his key also represents a broader
search for identity and belonging, as he grapples with his father's death and his place in the



world.

e Trauma and Healing: The novel addresses the psychological impact of trauma, emphasizing
that healing is a complex and individual process.

Characters

The novel features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to the central themes and Oskar's
development.

Oskar Schell

Oskar is an intelligent and imaginative boy who copes with his father's death through curiosity and
determination. His unique perspective and emotional depth make him a relatable protagonist, as
readers witness his growth throughout the story.

Thomas Schell, Sr. and Thomas Schell, Jr.

Oskar's father, Thomas Schell, Sr., is a significant figure in Oskar's life. His death leaves a profound
void, and Oskar's journey is fueled by the desire to feel connected to him again. The exploration of
Thomas's past reveals the complexities of his relationship with Oskar and his own experiences of loss.

Oskar's Grandparents

Oskar's grandparents, particularly his grandmother, provide insight into the generational impact of
trauma. Their backstories, including their experiences during World War I, parallel Oskar's struggles
and highlight the theme of enduring love amidst suffering.

Supporting Characters

Throughout Oskar's journey, he encounters various individuals, each with their unique stories and
experiences of loss. These characters enrich the narrative and reinforce the idea that grief is a shared
human experience.

Style and Structure

Jonathan Safran Foer's writing style in Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is distinctive and



innovative. The novel employs a non-linear narrative, interweaving Oskar's present-day quest with
flashbacks to his grandparents' past. This structure allows readers to see the connections between
different generations and the cyclical nature of grief.

Foer also incorporates visual elements, such as photographs, illustrations, and varying font sizes,
which enhance the emotional impact of the text. These creative choices engage readers on multiple
levels, making the experience of reading the novel both visually and intellectually stimulating.

Critical Reception

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close received widespread acclaim upon its release, praised for its
emotional depth and unique narrative style. Critics noted the novel's ability to address heavy themes
with sensitivity and a touch of humor.

However, it also faced some criticism for its unconventional structure and the potential for
overwhelming emotional weight. Despite mixed reviews, the novel has achieved a significant place in
contemporary literature and has resonated with readers worldwide.

Adaptations

In 2011, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close was adapted into a film directed by Stephen Daldry,
starring Tom Hanks, Sandra Bullock, and Thomas Horn. The film sought to capture the essence of the
novel while introducing Oskar's journey to a broader audience. While the adaptation received mixed
reviews, it introduced the powerful themes of the book to those who may not have read it.

Conclusion

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is a profound exploration of grief, love, and the search for
meaning in the face of tragedy. Through the eyes of Oskar Schell, readers are invited to reflect on
their own experiences with loss and the ways in which we connect with others in times of pain.
Jonathan Safran Foer's innovative storytelling and emotional honesty make this novel a significant
contribution to contemporary literature, encouraging readers to embrace the complexity of human
emotions and the resilience of the human spirit.

In a world often marked by tragedy, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close serves as a reminder of the
importance of connection, understanding, and the healing power of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly



Close'?

The main theme revolves around grief, loss, and the search for meaning in the aftermath of tragedy,
particularly following the events of 9/11.

Who is the protagonist in 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close'?

The protagonist is Oskar Schell, a young boy who embarks on a quest to find the lock that matches a
mysterious key left by his father, who died in the 9/11 attacks.

What narrative techniques does Jonathan Safran Foer use in
the novel?

Foer employs a mix of visual elements, unconventional typography, and nonlinear storytelling to
enhance the emotional impact of the narrative.

How does Oskar's character develop throughout the story?

Oskar evolves from a fearful and anxious child into a more introspective and resilient individual, as he
confronts his grief and learns about his father's life.

What role do the secondary characters play in 'Extremely
Loud and Incredibly Close'?

Secondary characters, like Oskar's grandparents and his mother, provide depth to the narrative,
showcasing different responses to grief and the connections between generations.

How does the setting of New York City impact the story?

New York City serves as a backdrop that symbolizes both the chaos and the resilience of life
post-9/11, influencing the characters' experiences and emotional journeys.

What is the significance of the key that Oskar finds?

The key symbolizes Oskar's desire to unlock the truth about his father's death and represents the
broader search for closure and understanding in the face of loss.

How does the book address the concept of communication?

The novel explores communication through Oskar's interactions with others, highlighting the
difficulties of expressing grief and the need for connection in overcoming trauma.

What critical reception did '‘Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close' receive?

The novel received mixed reviews, with some praising its innovative style and emotional depth, while



others criticized its narrative structure and complexity.

How does the film adaptation differ from the book?

The film adaptation simplifies some plot elements and character arcs, focusing more on visual
storytelling, while still capturing the emotional essence of Oskar's journey.
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