
extremely loud and incredibly close
novel
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close is a deeply moving novel written by
Jonathan Safran Foer, published in 2005. This work of fiction explores themes
of grief, loss, and the intricate tapestry of human connections in the wake
of tragedy. Foer's narrative is a poignant reflection on the impact of
personal loss, particularly in the context of the September 11 attacks, and
it weaves together multiple perspectives to create a rich and emotionally
resonant story.

Plot Overview

At the heart of the novel is Oskar Schell, a precocious and imaginative nine-
year-old boy living in New York City. Oskar's life is irrevocably altered
when his father, Thomas, dies in the September 11 attacks at the World Trade
Center. Struggling to cope with the overwhelming grief of losing his father,
Oskar embarks on a quest to find answers and closure.

Oskar discovers a mysterious key in his father's belongings and becomes
convinced that it will unlock a message from his father. This revelation
sparks a journey throughout the city, leading him to various individuals who
each have their own stories of loss and resilience. Through Oskar's eyes,
readers experience a unique blend of childlike wonder and deep sorrow as he
navigates his world without his father.

Key Themes

The novel's themes are intricate and multifaceted, each contributing to an
overall narrative that reflects the complexity of human experiences. Some of
the central themes include:

Grief and Loss: The most prominent theme is the impact of loss on1.
individuals and families. Oskar's journey is a quest for understanding
and meaning in the wake of his father's death.

Memory and Trauma: The novel explores how memories shape our identities2.
and how trauma can alter our perceptions of the world around us.

Connection: Foer illustrates the importance of human connections,3.
showing how relationships can heal and provide solace in times of
despair.



Exploration of New York City: The city itself becomes a character in the4.
novel, representing both the vibrancy of life and the scars of tragedy.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" are intricately
developed, each serving a purpose in Oskar's journey and embodying various
aspects of the human experience.

Oskar Schell

Oskar is the novel's protagonist, a complex character defined by his
intelligence, curiosity, and emotional depth. He is portrayed as a child
grappling with profound grief, navigating his feelings through quirky
interests and an imaginative worldview. Oskar's quest is not just about
finding the lock that fits the key; it is about searching for understanding,
connection, and a way to carry on after his father's death.

Thomas Schell

Oskar's father, Thomas, is a significant figure in the story, even after his
death. Through flashbacks and Oskar's memories, readers get a glimpse of
Thomas as a loving and supportive father. His tragic death serves as the
catalyst for Oskar's journey and the exploration of themes related to loss
and memory.

The Renter

A pivotal character in Oskar's journey is the unnamed renter who lives in his
grandparents' apartment. This mysterious figure has his own traumatic past,
and his interactions with Oskar illustrate the theme of shared grief. Their
developing friendship provides Oskar with a sense of connection and
belonging, highlighting the importance of human relationships in overcoming
adversity.

Oskar's Grandparents

Oskar's grandparents also play vital roles in the narrative. They are
depicted as characters marked by their own losses—his grandfather survived
the bombing of Dresden, and his grandmother is left to grapple with the



weight of their shared history. Their experiences reflect the generational
impact of trauma and loss, emphasizing how grief can echo through time and
affect familial relationships.

Narrative Structure and Style

Foer employs a unique narrative style that intertwines multiple perspectives
and formats. The novel combines text with visual elements, including
photographs, drawings, and typographical experimentation, which serve to
enhance the emotional depth of the story. This unconventional approach
invites readers to engage with the narrative on a more visceral level.

The narrative is divided into several sections, each providing insights into
different characters' experiences and perspectives. This structure allows for
a rich exploration of the themes of grief, memory, and connection, as readers
are given a broader understanding of the impact of loss beyond Oskar's
immediate experience.

Use of Symbols

Throughout the novel, Foer uses symbols to deepen the thematic exploration.
The key that Oskar finds represents the search for understanding and closure.
It serves as a tangible reminder of his father's presence and the connection
he seeks to maintain. Similarly, the various locks and doors Oskar encounters
symbolize the barriers that grief can create, as well as the potential for
discovery and healing.

Critical Reception

"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" received widespread acclaim upon its
release, praised for its innovative narrative style and emotional depth.
Critics lauded Foer's ability to tackle complex themes of grief and loss with
sensitivity and nuance. The novel resonated with readers, particularly those
who experienced the aftermath of 9/11, as it provided a lens through which to
process their own emotions.

However, the novel also faced criticism. Some reviewers felt that the
narrative's structure was disjointed and that certain elements, particularly
the visual components, detracted from the storytelling. Despite these
critiques, the novel's emotional impact and poignant themes have solidified
its place in contemporary literature.



Adaptations and Legacy

In 2011, "Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" was adapted into a film
directed by Stephen Daldry, starring Thomas Horn as Oskar, along with notable
actors such as Tom Hanks and Sandra Bullock. The film adaptation brought the
story to a wider audience, though it received mixed reviews from critics.
Many felt that while the film captured the essence of the novel, it could not
fully replicate the depth and complexity of Foer’s original work.

The novel has continued to be a point of discussion in literary circles,
often included in academic syllabi for its exploration of contemporary issues
surrounding trauma and grief. Its unique narrative style and emotional
resonance have influenced a new generation of writers who seek to address
similar themes in their work.

Conclusion

"Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close" stands as a powerful exploration of
grief, loss, and the human experience in the face of tragedy. Through Oskar's
journey, Jonathan Safran Foer invites readers to reflect on their own
connections and the ways in which we navigate the complexities of life after
loss. The novel remains a poignant reminder of the resilience of the human
spirit and the enduring importance of connection, making it a timeless work
that continues to resonate with readers worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close'?
The central theme revolves around grief, trauma, and the search for closure,
particularly in the aftermath of 9/11. The novel explores how different
characters cope with loss and the connections they form in the process.

Who is the protagonist in 'Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close' and what motivates him?
The protagonist is Oskar Schell, a young boy who embarks on a quest to find
the lock that matches a mysterious key left by his deceased father. His
motivation stems from his desire to understand his father's death and to feel
connected to him.



How does the narrative structure of 'Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close' enhance the story?
The narrative structure is non-linear and includes various perspectives,
intertwining Oskar's journey with the backstories of other characters. This
approach deepens the emotional impact and illustrates the interconnectedness
of human experiences related to loss.

What role does the setting of New York City play in
the novel?
New York City serves as both a backdrop and a character in the novel. It
reflects the chaos and complexity of life after 9/11, influencing the
characters’ experiences of grief and resilience while symbolizing the larger
themes of recovery and hope.

What literary techniques does Jonathan Safran Foer
use in 'Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close'?
Foer employs a variety of literary techniques, including visual elements like
photographs and unconventional typography, which complement the narrative.
The use of stream-of-consciousness and fragmented storytelling also mirrors
the characters' emotional states and the chaotic nature of their lives.
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