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The Expert Soldier Badge Handbook is a comprehensive guide designed for
military personnel aspiring to achieve the prestigious Expert Soldier Badge
(ESB). This badge is a recognition of soldiers who have demonstrated
exceptional skills and proficiency in various critical areas necessary for
effective military operations. The handbook serves as a vital resource,
outlining the requirements, training standards, and evaluation processes
involved in earning the ESB.

Overview of the Expert Soldier Badge

The Expert Soldier Badge was established to recognize soldiers who exhibit
outstanding performance in their military occupational specialties (MOS) and
demonstrate proficiency in critical soldiering skills. It complements
existing badges, such as the Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB) and the Combat
Medical Badge (CMB), by focusing on a broader range of competencies
applicable across various branches of the military.

History and Purpose

- Inception: The ESB was formally introduced in 2020 by the U.S. Army to fill
a gap in existing qualification badges.
- Objective: The primary aim is to enhance soldier readiness and capabilities
by encouraging proficiency in key soldiering tasks and skills.
- Eligibility: All soldiers, regardless of their MOS, can pursue the badge,
provided they meet specific criteria.

Significance of the Badge

Achieving the Expert Soldier Badge is a mark of excellence and dedication. It
signifies that the soldier:

1. Possesses a high level of competence in their military skills.
2. Has undergone rigorous training and evaluation.
3. Stands out among peers in terms of performance and readiness.

Requirements for the Expert Soldier Badge



To qualify for the ESB, soldiers must meet several prerequisites, which are
outlined in the handbook. These requirements ensure that all candidates have
the necessary skills and training to succeed.

Eligibility Criteria

- Service Status: Must be an active duty, reserve, or National Guard soldier.
- Rank: Open to soldiers of any rank.
- Training: Completion of basic training and Advanced Individual Training
(AIT) is required.
- Physical Fitness: Must meet Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT) standards.

Mandatory Tasks and Testing

Candidates must demonstrate proficiency in both written and practical tests,
covering a range of tasks, including:

1. Land Navigation: Successful completion of day and night land navigation
courses.
2. Weapons Proficiency: Demonstrating the ability to operate and qualify with
individual weapons.
3. First Aid: Proficiency in battlefield first aid and medical evacuation
procedures.
4. Physical Training: Passing the APFT and other physical assessments.
5. Tactical Operations: Demonstrating understanding and execution of tactical
maneuvers and operations.

Training for the Expert Soldier Badge

The handbook provides a structured approach to training that candidates
should follow to prepare for the ESB evaluation. This training encompasses
both individual study and practical exercises.

Individual Study and Preparation

Candidates are encouraged to engage in self-directed learning, focusing on:

- Army Doctrine: Familiarize themselves with relevant Army publications and
field manuals.
- Skill Drills: Regular practice of essential skills, including weapon
handling and land navigation.



Group Training Exercises

Participating in group training sessions can enhance skills through peer
learning and mentorship. Activities may include:

- Mock Evaluations: Conducting practice tests that simulate the ESB
evaluation conditions.
- Team-Based Maneuvers: Engaging in scenarios that require teamwork and
leadership.
- Fitness Regimens: Building physical endurance through collective fitness
routines.

The Evaluation Process

The evaluation process is one of the most critical components of the ESB
qualification. The handbook outlines the steps involved, ensuring
transparency and fairness in the assessment.

Evaluation Phases

1. Written Test: Candidates must pass a written examination that assesses
their knowledge of soldier skills and Army regulations.
2. Practical Testing: Hands-on evaluations where soldiers demonstrate their
proficiency in required tasks.
3. Final Assessment: A comprehensive review of each candidate’s performance,
including physical endurance and tactical execution.

Scoring System

- Each task is assigned a specific score based on performance.
- Candidates must achieve a minimum score in both the written and practical
components to qualify.
- Detailed scoring rubrics are provided in the handbook to guide evaluators.

Achieving the Expert Soldier Badge

Once candidates successfully complete all requirements and evaluations, they
are eligible to receive the Expert Soldier Badge. The process of awarding the
badge is formalized to maintain the integrity of the recognition.



Presentation of the Badge

- Ceremony: Badges are typically awarded in a formal ceremony, highlighting
the achievement.
- Documentation: Soldiers receive official certificates that accompany the
badge, acknowledging their accomplishment.
- Uniform Regulations: Guidelines on where and how to wear the badge on the
military uniform are detailed in the handbook.

Maintaining Proficiency After Earning the Badge

Earning the Expert Soldier Badge is a significant achievement, but it comes
with the responsibility of maintaining the skills and knowledge that led to
that accomplishment.

Continuous Training and Development

- Soldiers are encouraged to engage in ongoing training to keep their skills
sharp.
- Participation in refresher courses and advanced military training
opportunities can be beneficial.
- Mentoring junior soldiers helps to reinforce knowledge and skills.

Requalification Standards

While the ESB does not require periodic requalification, soldiers are advised
to stay current with evolving Army standards and practices. This may include:

1. Attending workshops and training sessions.
2. Staying informed of changes in Army doctrine.
3. Engaging in physical fitness programs to maintain overall readiness.

Conclusion

The Expert Soldier Badge Handbook serves as an essential resource for
soldiers aiming to enhance their military skills and achieve one of the
Army’s most respected accolades. By following the outlined requirements,
engaging in thorough training, and demonstrating proficiency in essential
soldiering tasks, candidates can successfully earn the ESB. This badge not
only symbolizes individual excellence but also contributes to the overall
readiness and effectiveness of the Army as a whole. The journey to earning
the Expert Soldier Badge is demanding, but it is a rewarding testament to a



soldier's commitment to their profession and country.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Expert Soldier Badge
Handbook?
The Expert Soldier Badge Handbook provides guidelines and standards for
soldiers to earn the Expert Soldier Badge, which signifies proficiency in
various soldiering skills.

What are the eligibility requirements to earn the
Expert Soldier Badge?
To be eligible for the Expert Soldier Badge, soldiers must be active duty,
reserve, or National Guard members, and they must have completed the
necessary training and assessments as outlined in the handbook.

What skills must soldiers demonstrate to qualify for
the Expert Soldier Badge?
Soldiers must demonstrate proficiency in tasks such as land navigation,
weapons qualification, and various medical skills, as well as passing a
physical fitness test.

How often is the Expert Soldier Badge Handbook
updated?
The Expert Soldier Badge Handbook is typically updated periodically to
reflect changes in training standards, procedures, and requirements, with the
latest revisions being made available through official Army channels.

Can soldiers earn the Expert Soldier Badge multiple
times?
No, soldiers can only earn the Expert Soldier Badge once throughout their
military career, though they can pursue other badges or awards.

What resources are recommended for soldiers
preparing for the Expert Soldier Badge assessments?
The handbook recommends various resources including official training
manuals, online courses, and practice exercises to help soldiers prepare for
the assessments.



Where can soldiers obtain a copy of the Expert
Soldier Badge Handbook?
Soldiers can obtain a copy of the Expert Soldier Badge Handbook through their
unit's training office or by accessing it online through official Army
websites.
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