
examples of epistrophe in literature
Epistrophe is a rhetorical device that involves the repetition of a word or phrase at the end of
successive clauses or sentences. This powerful technique can create rhythm, emphasize a point, and
enhance the emotional impact of a piece of writing. It is widely used in various forms of literature,
including poetry, prose, speeches, and song lyrics. In this article, we will explore notable examples of
epistrophe in literature, examining how authors have utilized this device to make their writing more
effective and engaging.

Understanding Epistrophe

Before delving into examples, it is essential to understand the mechanics and purpose of epistrophe.
This literary device is often contrasted with anaphora, where the repetition occurs at the beginning of
successive phrases or sentences. The use of epistrophe can:

- Create a sense of closure or finality
- Enhance rhythm and flow
- Emphasize a particular idea or theme
- Evoke emotions in the reader

By repeating a word or phrase at the end of sentences, authors can leave a lasting impression on
their audience, allowing key concepts to resonate.

Notable Examples of Epistrophe in Literature

Here are some prominent examples of epistrophe utilized by various authors throughout history:

1. Shakespeare's "Othello"

William Shakespeare, one of the most celebrated playwrights, effectively employed epistrophe in his
works. In "Othello," the character Othello uses repetition to emphasize his emotional turmoil. A
notable quote is:

> "My lord, my lord, my lord."

In this instance, the repetition at the end of each phrase underscores Othello’s desperation and
confusion, ultimately enhancing the dramatic tension of the scene.

2. Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address"

In his famous "Gettysburg Address," President Abraham Lincoln uses epistrophe to reinforce the



importance of the nation’s commitment to freedom. The repetition of the phrase “that we here”
serves to unify the audience around a shared purpose:

> "That we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth."

Lincoln’s use of epistrophe here underscores the weight of his message and highlights the democratic
ideals at stake.

3. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" Speech

Martin Luther King Jr. famously used epistrophe in his iconic "I Have a Dream" speech during the Civil
Rights Movement. A notable example is:

> "I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; and the glory
of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together."

The repetition of "shall" at the end of each clause creates a rhythmic and hopeful tone, reinforcing
King’s vision of a unified and fair society.

4. Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself"

Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself" showcases epistrophe through its exploration of self-identity and the
collective human experience. Whitman often repeats phrases to emphasize his themes. One such
example is:

> "I am large; I contain multitudes."

The repetition of the phrase "I" emphasizes the complexity of identity, making the reader reflect on
their own existence and the interconnectedness of humanity.

5. Charles Dickens’ "A Tale of Two Cities"

In "A Tale of Two Cities," Charles Dickens employs epistrophe to create a memorable opening line that
encapsulates the duality of the story. The famous lines include:

> "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times..."

The dual repetition at the end of each clause highlights the contrasting experiences of the characters
and sets the tone for the novel’s exploration of revolution, sacrifice, and redemption.



6. Maya Angelou's "Still I Rise"

Maya Angelou's poem "Still I Rise" is a powerful example of using epistrophe to convey resilience and
strength. Throughout the poem, Angelou repeats the phrase "I rise" at the end of several stanzas,
emphasizing her unwavering spirit in the face of oppression:

> "But still, like dust, I'll rise."

This repetition not only reinforces the theme of empowerment but also serves as a rallying cry for
those facing adversity.

Why Epistrophe Matters

Epistrophe matters in literature for several reasons:

Emphasis: It allows writers to highlight key themes or messages, making them more
memorable.

Rhythm: The repetition creates a musical quality in writing, enhancing the reading experience.

Emotional Resonance: By repeating phrases, authors can evoke deeper emotions in their
audience, connecting on a more personal level.

Persuasive Power: In speeches and persuasive writing, epistrophe can strengthen arguments
and motivate listeners.

Conclusion

Epistrophe is a versatile and powerful rhetorical device that has been skillfully employed by authors
throughout history. From Shakespeare to Martin Luther King Jr., the examples discussed in this article
demonstrate how repetition at the end of phrases can enhance meaning, create emotional impact,
and engage readers. Understanding and recognizing epistrophe can deepen our appreciation of
literature and the art of language, reminding us of the profound effects that carefully chosen words
can have on our thoughts and feelings. As we continue to explore literature, let us remain attuned to
the rhythmic beauty and persuasive power of epistrophe and its enduring legacy in the world of
writing.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is epistrophe in literature?
Epistrophe is a rhetorical device that involves the repetition of a word or phrase at the end of
successive clauses or sentences. It is used to emphasize a particular idea and create a memorable
impact.

Can you provide a famous example of epistrophe in literature?
One notable example of epistrophe is from Abraham Lincoln's 'Gettysburg Address,' where he repeats
the phrase 'shall not perish from the earth' at the end of several sentences, emphasizing the enduring
nature of the nation.

How does epistrophe differ from anaphora?
While epistrophe involves the repetition of a phrase at the end of sentences, anaphora is the
repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses. Both are used for emphasis but
in different positions within the sentence.

What effect does epistrophe create in poetry?
In poetry, epistrophe can create a rhythmic quality and enhance the emotional resonance of the
poem. It draws attention to the repeated phrase, making it more impactful and memorable for the
reader.

What are some modern examples of epistrophe in speeches or
writing?
In contemporary speeches, politicians often use epistrophe for emphasis. For example, Barack Obama
employed it in his 2008 victory speech by repeating 'Yes we can' at the end of multiple statements,
reinforcing a message of hope and unity.
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