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everything that rises must converge by flannery o connor is a profound short story that delves into themes
of social change, generational conflict, and the complexity of human relationships. Through the interactions
of its characters, particularly a mother and her son, Flannery O’Connor explores the tensions that arise from
differing perspectives on race, class, and morality in the American South during the 1960s. This article will
provide an in-depth analysis of the story, examining its main themes, character development, and
O’Connor's unique narrative style. Additionally, we will discuss the significance of the title and the story's

impact on American literature, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of Flannery O’Connor's work.
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Overview of Flannery O’Connor

Flannery O’Connor was an American writer known for her compelling short stories and novels that often
explore moral and ethical dilemmas within the context of Southern Gothic literature. Born in 1925 in
Savannah, Georgia, O’Connor's works are characterized by their rich symbolism, dark humor, and

exploration of the complexities of faith and human nature. Her writing reflects her deep understanding of



the social dynamics of the South, particularly in the post-World War II era. O’Connor's unique voice and

perspective have made her one of the most studied authors in American literature.

Summary of "Everything That Rises Must Converge"

"Everything That Rises Must Converge" centers on the fraught relationship between Julian, a young man
with progressive views, and his mother, a woman who clings to the vestiges of her Southern upbringing
and racial prejudices. The story unfolds as they take a bus trip together, during which their differing
worldviews come into sharp conflict. O’Connor uses this journey to illustrate the generational and

ideological divides present in society.

The narrative highlights Julian's disdain for his mother's outdated beliefs and his attempts to assert his own
liberal ideals, often at the expense of compassion. The climax occurs when Julian's mother encounters a
black woman and her son on the bus, leading to a confrontation that forces both characters to confront their

biases and the realities of a changing world.

Main Themes

O’Connor's story is rich with themes that resonate deeply within the societal context of the time.

Understanding these themes is crucial to grasping the story's broader implications.

Racial Tension and Social Change

The story explores the tension between the old South and the new, particularly in terms of race relations.
Julian represents a younger generation that is beginning to challenge the status quo, while his mother
embodies the remnants of a segregated past. Their conflicting views reflect the national discourse on civil

rights during the 1960s.

Generational Conflict

Another prominent theme is the conflict between generations. Julian's attempts to distance himself from
his mother's prejudices reveal a deeper struggle with identity and belonging. The clash of perspectives

between a mother and son illustrates the broader struggles of families navigating changing societal norms.

Isolation and Connection

Throughout the narrative, O’Connor emphasizes the theme of isolation—both physical and emotional.

Julian's disdain for his mother’s views isolates him from her, even as they share the same space. This



isolation culminates in the story's climax, highlighting the difficulty of true connection in an increasingly

polarized world.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" are intricately crafted, each representing

different facets of societal change and personal belief.

Julian

Julian is a complex character who grapples with his identity and his relationship with his mother. His
liberal views position him as a progressive figure, yet his condescension toward his mother reveals his own
prejudices. Julian's internal conflict is central to the story, as he tries to reconcile his beliefs with the

realities of his upbringing.

Julian's Mother

Julian's mother is depicted as a product of her time, embodying the racial prejudices of the old South. Her
insistence on maintaining her social status and her views on race highlight the struggles of those unwilling
to adapt to change. Despite her flaws, she is portrayed with empathy, revealing the complexities of her

character.

Narrative Style

O’Connor's narrative style in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is characterized by a keen eye for
detail and a focus on dialogue that reveals character dynamics. Her use of third-person limited perspective
allows readers to delve into Julian's thoughts while maintaining a degree of distance from his mother,
creating a sense of tension. Additionally, O’Connor employs symbolism and irony throughout the story,

enriching its thematic depth.

Significance of the Title

The title "Everything That Rises Must Converge" encapsulates the central theme of the story: the
inevitability of change and the convergence of differing ideologies and social classes. It suggests that
progress is not linear; instead, it often involves conflict and confrontation. The title reflects the broader
societal shifts occurring during the 1960s, emphasizing the need for understanding and reconciliation amidst

division.



Impact on American Literature

Flannery O’Connor's work, particularly "Everything That Rises Must Converge,” has had a lasting impact
on American literature. Her exploration of complex social issues through the lens of Southern Gothic has
influenced countless writers. The story is frequently studied in academic settings for its rich thematic
content and character development, serving as a crucial text in discussions of race, morality, and the human

condition.

Conclusion

"Everything That Rises Must Converge" by Flannery O’Connor is a poignant exploration of the tensions
inherent in a society grappling with change. Through the nuanced portrayal of its characters and the
thematic depth of its narrative, O’Connor masterfully addresses issues of race, generational conflict, and the
challenges of human connection. The story remains a vital piece of American literature, encouraging

readers to reflect on the complexities of their own beliefs and the ever-evolving social landscape.

Q What are the main themes in "Everything That Rises Must
Converge"?

A: The main themes in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" include racial tension and social change,
generational conflict, and isolation versus connection. These themes reflect the broader societal struggles

present during the 1960s in America.

Q How does Flannery O’Connor develop her characters in the story?

A: Flannery O’Connor develops her characters through rich dialogue and internal conflict. Julian
represents a younger, more progressive viewpoint, while his mother embodies the prejudices of the past.

Their interactions reveal their complexities and the societal tensions of the time.

Q What is the significance of the title "Everything That Rises Must
Converge"?

A: The title signifies the inevitability of change and the convergence of differing social ideologies. It
suggests that as society evolves, conflicting beliefs and classes must confront one another, leading to both

conflict and potential understanding.



Q In what ways does the story reflect the social changes of the 1960s?

A: The story reflects the social changes of the 1960s by addressing race relations and the shifting dynamics
between generations. It illustrates the struggle between those clinging to the past and those advocating for

progress, mirroring the broader civil rights movement.

Q What narrative techniques does O’Connor use in the story?

A: O’Connor employs third-person limited perspective, rich symbolism, and irony to enhance the
storytelling. These techniques help to create tension and allow readers to engage deeply with the

characters' internal struggles.

Q How does Julian's character evolve throughout the story?

A: Julian's character evolves from a disdainful son trying to assert his liberal beliefs to a figure confronted
by the harsh realities of his prejudices. His interactions with his mother and the other characters force him

to confront his own biases and assumptions.

Q What role does setting play in "Everything That Rises Must
Converge"?

A: The setting, primarily on a city bus in the South, serves as a microcosm of societal interactions. It
highlights the racial and social dynamics at play, as characters from different backgrounds come into contact,

revealing their attitudes and beliefs.

Q How does O’Connor's Southern Gothic style influence the story?

A: O’Connor's Southern Gothic style infuses the story with a sense of moral complexity and darkness. Her
use of grotesque characters and situations underscores the themes of decay and the struggle for redemption

within the context of Southern culture.

Q Why is "Everything That Rises Must Converge" considered an

important work in American literature?

A: The story is considered important due to its insightful exploration of race, morality, and human
relationships during a pivotal time in American history. Its thematic depth and character complexity make

it a critical text for understanding the societal changes of the 20th century.
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