
everything that rises must converge
analysis

everything that rises must converge analysis serves as a critical examination
of Flannery O'Connor's short story, which intricately weaves themes of race,
class, and the complexities of human relationships in the context of the
American South. This article will delve into the narrative structure,
character dynamics, and thematic elements that O'Connor employs to convey her
message. Furthermore, it will explore the symbolism present within the text,
offering a comprehensive understanding of how O'Connor's work reflects
societal attitudes and conflicts of her time. By analyzing these aspects,
readers can gain deeper insights into the story's implications and its
relevance to contemporary discussions on social issues. The following
sections outline the structure of this analysis, guiding readers through the
key components of the story.
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Overview of Flannery O'Connor

Flannery O'Connor was an American writer known for her sharp wit and keen
observation of human nature. Born in 1925 in Savannah, Georgia, she became a
significant figure in Southern literature. O'Connor's works often explore
themes of morality, faith, and the grotesque aspects of human existence. Her
Southern Gothic style is characterized by its rich characterizations, stark
settings, and a deep examination of societal issues. O'Connor's personal
experiences, including her battle with lupus and her Catholic faith,
profoundly influenced her writing, providing a unique perspective on the
complexities of life in the South.

Summary of "Everything That Rises Must



Converge"

"Everything That Rises Must Converge" was published in 1965 as part of
O'Connor's collection of the same name. The story centers around Julian, a
young man who is at odds with both his mother and society's shifting racial
dynamics. As they embark on a bus journey to a local YMCA, the narrative
unfolds against the backdrop of the civil rights movement, highlighting the
tensions between the old South and the emerging new order.

The story begins with Julian's disdain for his mother's outdated views on
race, which are emblematic of her upper-middle-class status. As the bus ride
progresses, their interactions reveal deep-seated conflicts rooted in class
and racial prejudices. The climactic moment arrives when they encounter a
Black woman and her son, leading to a confrontation that forces both Julian
and his mother to confront their biases and beliefs.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" are richly developed,
each representing different facets of the societal issues O'Connor seeks to
critique. Julian, the protagonist, embodies the struggle between progressive
ideals and inherited prejudices. He is intelligent and educated but also
deeply resentful of his mother’s bigotry.

Julian's mother, on the other hand, is a product of her time, clinging to the
social norms that define her existence. Her sense of superiority and
entitlement is challenged throughout the story, particularly as she interacts
with characters of different races. The tension between mother and son serves
to highlight the generational divide regarding race relations.

Additionally, the Black woman and her son represent the new societal order
that Julian grapples with throughout the narrative. The mother’s dignified
demeanor contrasts sharply with Julian's condescension, further emphasizing
the complexity of the characters' interactions.

Thematic Exploration

At its core, "Everything That Rises Must Converge" addresses themes of race,
class, and identity. O'Connor explores the intricate dynamics of race
relations in the South during a period of significant change. The story
reflects the struggle between the old guard, represented by Julian's mother,
and the emerging new societal values.

Another critical theme is the conflict between personal and societal
identity. Julian's internal conflict represents the broader societal tensions
of the time, as he seeks to reconcile his progressive beliefs with the
ingrained prejudices of his upbringing. This struggle is indicative of a
larger societal dilemma as America navigates the complexities of race
relations.

Symbolism in the Story

O'Connor employs various symbols throughout "Everything That Rises Must
Converge" to enrich the narrative’s meaning. One of the most significant
symbols is the bus itself, which serves as a microcosm of society. It
represents the journey toward understanding and reconciliation, yet it also



highlights the divisions that persist within the community.

Another important symbol is the hat that Julian's mother wears, which is a
relic of her social status and past. When the hat is knocked off during the
climactic encounter with the Black woman, it symbolizes the loss of her
social standing and the collapse of the world she knows. This moment
encapsulates the story's central conflict and the shifting dynamics of race
and class.

Societal Context and Relevance

The societal context of "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is crucial for
understanding its impact. Written during the civil rights movement, the story
reflects the anxieties and tensions surrounding racial integration and social
change. O'Connor's portrayal of Julian and his mother illustrates the
difficulties many faced in reconciling their beliefs with the rapidly
changing landscape of American society.

O'Connor’s work remains relevant today, as discussions around race, class,
and identity continue to resonate within contemporary culture. The themes
explored in this story invite readers to reflect on their biases and the
societal structures that shape their perspectives. As such, O'Connor's
analysis of human nature and societal norms transcends time, offering
critical insights into ongoing social issues.

Conclusion

Flannery O'Connor's "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is a profound
exploration of the complexities of race, class, and social identity. Through
her rich characterizations and compelling narrative structure, O'Connor
invites readers to confront uncomfortable truths about their beliefs and the
world around them. The story's symbolism and thematic depth provide a lens
through which one can examine the ongoing struggles within American society.
As readers engage with O'Connor's work, they are encouraged to reflect on
their own experiences and the societal changes that continue to shape our
lives.

Q: What is the main theme of "Everything That Rises
Must Converge"?
A: The main theme of "Everything That Rises Must Converge" revolves around
the complexities of race and class in the American South, particularly during
the civil rights movement. The story explores the tension between outdated
beliefs and the emerging new social order, showcasing the internal and
external conflicts faced by the characters.

Q: How does Flannery O'Connor use symbolism in her
story?
A: Flannery O'Connor employs symbolism extensively in "Everything That Rises
Must Converge." Key symbols include the bus, which represents societal
dynamics, and Julian's mother's hat, symbolizing her lost social status.
These symbols enhance the narrative’s exploration of race and identity.



Q: Who are the main characters in "Everything That
Rises Must Converge"?
A: The main characters include Julian, a young man struggling with his
mother's outdated views; his mother, who represents the old South and its
prejudices; and a Black woman and her son, who symbolize the new societal
order and the challenges of racial integration.

Q: What conflict drives the narrative in "Everything
That Rises Must Converge"?
A: The primary conflict in "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is between
Julian and his mother, as they navigate their differing views on race and
class during a bus ride. This conflict reflects broader societal tensions and
the struggle between progressive ideals and inherited prejudices.

Q: How does the setting influence the story?
A: The setting of the American South during the civil rights movement plays a
crucial role in "Everything That Rises Must Converge." It shapes the
characters' interactions and beliefs, highlighting the historical and
cultural context that informs their experiences and conflicts.

Q: Why is "Everything That Rises Must Converge"
considered a significant work in American literature?
A: "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is considered significant due to its
insightful exploration of race, class, and identity, as well as its
reflection of the societal changes occurring during the civil rights
movement. O'Connor's ability to capture the complexities of human nature and
social dynamics makes it a timeless and relevant piece of literature.

Q: What literary techniques does O'Connor use in her
storytelling?
A: O'Connor employs various literary techniques, including rich
characterization, symbolism, and irony. Her Southern Gothic style features
vivid descriptions and complex character interactions that deepen the
narrative’s themes and engage readers.

Q: How does "Everything That Rises Must Converge"
reflect societal changes of the time?
A: The story reflects societal changes by depicting the clash between
traditional racial attitudes and the emerging values of equality and
integration. Through the characters' struggles, O'Connor illustrates the
difficulties individuals faced in adapting to a rapidly changing social
landscape.



Q: What message does O'Connor convey about human
nature in her story?
A: O'Connor conveys that human nature is complex and often contradictory,
marked by deep-seated prejudices and the capacity for change. The characters'
interactions reveal the challenges of overcoming inherited biases and the
struggle for understanding in a diverse society.
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