
everyday use answer key

Everyday use answer key is a vital resource for students, educators, and anyone interested in literature.

It serves as a guide to understanding the themes, characters, and plot of the short story "Everyday

Use" by Alice Walker. This article will explore the significance of the story, provide a detailed analysis,

and offer insights into how an answer key can enhance comprehension and appreciation of Walker's

work.

Understanding "Everyday Use" by Alice Walker

"Everyday Use" is a powerful narrative that delves into themes of heritage, identity, and the complex

relationships within a family. The story revolves around a mother and her two daughters, Dee and

Maggie, who represent contrasting views on heritage and culture.

Plot Summary

The story takes place in a rural setting and is narrated by Mama, a hardworking African American

woman. Dee, Mama’s first daughter, is educated and has adopted a new, more modern identity, while

Maggie, the younger daughter, is shy and has a deep connection to her family’s traditions. The plot

unfolds as Dee returns home to claim family heirlooms, leading to a confrontation between her and

Mama over the meaning of heritage.

Main Characters

- Mama: The narrator and the mother of Dee and Maggie. She is a strong, pragmatic woman who

values her roots.



- Dee: The eldest daughter, who has embraced a new lifestyle and changed her name to Wangero

Leewanika Kemanjo. She represents a more superficial understanding of heritage.

- Maggie: The younger daughter, who is more connected to their family history and traditions. She is

insecure but has a strong emotional bond with her mother.

Thematic Analysis

"Everyday Use" explores several important themes that resonate with readers. Understanding these

themes is crucial for a deeper appreciation of the story.

Heritage and Identity

The central theme of "Everyday Use" is the idea of heritage and what it means to different individuals.

- Dee’s Perspective: She views heritage as something to be displayed and showcased, reflecting her

new identity.

- Maggie’s Perspective: Maggie sees heritage as a living connection to her past, valuing the practical

uses of family heirlooms.

This dichotomy raises questions about the nature of identity and how it is shaped by cultural heritage.

Conflict and Resolution

The story is driven by the conflict between Dee and Mama over the meaning of heritage.

- Climactic Moment: The climax occurs when Mama refuses to give Dee the quilts, which are symbolic

of their family's history. This decision signifies Mama's recognition of Maggie's deeper connection to



their heritage.

- Resolution: The story concludes with the mother embracing Maggie, symbolizing a return to their

roots and a rejection of Dee's superficial understanding of their culture.

Importance of an Answer Key

An everyday use answer key can be an invaluable tool for understanding and analyzing the story more

effectively. Here are some key benefits of using an answer key:

Enhanced Comprehension: An answer key provides explanations for complex themes, character

motivations, and plot developments, helping readers grasp the nuances of the story.

Study Aid: For students, an answer key can serve as a study guide, providing answers to study

questions and prompting deeper discussions in the classroom.

Critical Thinking: An answer key encourages critical thinking by posing questions that challenge

readers to analyze the text more deeply.

Literary Analysis: By breaking down elements such as symbolism, imagery, and tone, an answer

key helps readers appreciate the literary techniques employed by Walker.

Utilizing the Answer Key Effectively

To make the most of an everyday use answer key, consider the following tips:

1. Read the Story Thoroughly: Before consulting the answer key, read "Everyday Use" carefully to



familiarize yourself with the characters and themes.

2. Take Notes: As you read, jot down questions or observations. This will help you focus your study

when you refer to the answer key.

3. Discuss with Peers: Engage with classmates or friends in discussions about the story. This

collaborative approach can provide different perspectives and deepen your understanding.

4. Reflect on Answers: After reviewing the answer key, take time to reflect on the answers and how

they relate to your interpretations of the text.

Conclusion

In conclusion, an everyday use answer key is a comprehensive resource that enriches the reading

experience of Alice Walker's poignant short story. By understanding the themes, characters, and

conflicts within "Everyday Use," readers can develop a deeper appreciation for the narrative and its

commentary on heritage and identity. Whether you're a student preparing for a test, a teacher looking

for supplementary materials, or a literature enthusiast seeking a deeper understanding, an answer key

can provide the guidance needed to navigate this classic tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Everyday Use' by Alice Walker?

The primary theme of 'Everyday Use' is the conflict between traditional heritage and modern identity,

as exemplified by the differing perspectives of the characters Dee and Mama.

How does the character of Dee represent modernity in 'Everyday Use'?

Dee represents modernity through her desire to reclaim her African heritage in a superficial way,

focusing on aesthetics and cultural symbols rather than practical use.



What significance do the quilts hold in 'Everyday Use'?

The quilts symbolize family heritage and the practical application of culture, contrasting with Dee's view

of them as mere artifacts; Mama believes they should be used and appreciated in daily life.

How does Mama's perspective differ from Dee's in the story?

Mama's perspective is rooted in practicality and a deep connection to her ancestry, while Dee's view is

more focused on a fashionable reinterpretation of her roots that distances her from her family's

traditions.

What role does the setting play in 'Everyday Use'?

The setting of the rural South serves as a backdrop that highlights the characters' connections to their

heritage, emphasizing the simplicity of their lives and the significance of their cultural identity.
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