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everyday ethics for the criminal justice profebional kelly cheeseman is a crucial
examination of the ethical dilemmas faced by those working within the criminal justice
system. Kelly Cheeseman emphasizes the importance of ethical decision-making in
everyday scenarios, highlighting how these choices can affect not only individual cases but
also the broader integrity of the system. This article delves into various aspects of
everyday ethics, including the foundational principles that guide criminal justice
professionals, the common ethical challenges they face, and practical strategies for
navigating these dilemmas. It also explores the role of training and education in fostering
an ethical culture within criminal justice organizations.

e Introduction to Everyday Ethics

e Core Principles of Criminal Justice Ethics
e Common Ethical Challenges

e Strategies for Ethical Decision-Making

e The Role of Training and Education

¢ Conclusion

Introduction to Everyday Ethics

Everyday ethics for the criminal justice professional Kelly Cheeseman provides a
framework for understanding the moral responsibilities that encompass the roles of law
enforcement, legal practitioners, and correctional officers. Ethics in criminal justice is not
merely an academic concept; it is a daily practice that impacts community trust and the
legitimacy of the justice system. The essence of everyday ethics lies in the commitment to
uphold justice while navigating complex social dilemmas. Cheeseman advocates for a
proactive approach where ethical considerations are integrated into everyday practices,
fostering an environment where integrity and accountability thrive.

Core Principles of Criminal Justice Ethics

Understanding the core principles of ethics in criminal justice is essential for professionals
in the field. These principles serve as a foundation for ethical decision-making and guide
behavior in various situations.



Respect for Human Dignity

Central to criminal justice ethics is the respect for human dignity. Every individual,
regardless of their circumstances, deserves to be treated with respect and fairness. This
principle underpins interactions between law enforcement and the community, ensuring
that justice practices uphold the rights of all individuals.

Integrity and Accountability

Integrity involves adherence to moral and ethical principles, while accountability refers to
the obligation to explain and justify actions. Criminal justice professionals must
demonstrate integrity by being honest and transparent in their duties. Accountability
mechanisms are crucial to maintain public trust and ensure that professionals are
answerable for their actions.

Fairness and Impartiality

Fairness and impartiality are vital in preventing discrimination and bias within the
criminal justice system. Professionals must approach each case with an unbiased
perspective, ensuring that decisions are made based on facts and not personal prejudices.
This principle supports equitable treatment for all individuals, regardless of their
background.

Common Ethical Challenges

Criminal justice professionals frequently encounter ethical challenges that can complicate
their decision-making processes. Recognizing these challenges is the first step in
addressing them effectively.

Use of Discretion

One of the most significant ethical challenges involves the use of discretion. Officers may
have the authority to decide whether to arrest, issue a warning, or take other actions
based on their judgment. This discretion can lead to potential abuse or bias if not
exercised with caution and integrity.

Conflicts of Interest

Conflicts of interest arise when personal interests interfere with professional
responsibilities. Criminal justice professionals must navigate these situations carefully to
maintain objectivity and uphold ethical standards. Awareness and transparency are
essential in managing potential conflicts.



Media and Public Pressure

Professionals often face pressure from the media and public opinion, which can influence
their actions and decisions. Balancing public expectations with ethical obligations can be
challenging, particularly in high-profile cases where scrutiny is intense. Maintaining focus
on ethical principles is crucial in such situations.

Strategies for Ethical Decision-Making

Implementing effective strategies for ethical decision-making can help criminal justice
professionals navigate complex situations while adhering to their ethical obligations. Here
are some practical strategies:

e Ethical Training Programs: Regular training on ethical standards and dilemmas
can enhance awareness and preparedness.

¢ Consultation with Peers: Engaging in discussions with colleagues can provide
diverse perspectives and foster collaborative solutions.

e Developing a Personal Ethical Framework: Professionals should articulate their
values and principles to guide their decision-making processes.

e Utilizing Ethical Decision-Making Models: Employing structured models can
help in assessing situations systematically, considering various ethical implications.

The Role of Training and Education

Training and education play a crucial role in instilling ethical practices within the criminal
justice system. Comprehensive programs can help professionals understand the
importance of ethics and develop the necessary skills to confront ethical dilemmas
effectively.

Importance of Ethical Education

Ethical education ensures that criminal justice professionals are well-versed in the
principles and standards expected of them. It equips them with the knowledge to
recognize ethical issues and respond appropriately. Ongoing education fosters a culture of
ethics, encouraging professionals to prioritize integrity in their work.

Creating an Ethical Culture

Organizations must prioritize creating an ethical culture that promotes open discussions
about ethical challenges. Leadership plays a vital role in modeling ethical behavior and



establishing policies that reinforce ethical practices. A supportive environment encourages
professionals to voice concerns and seek guidance without fear of reprisal.

Conclusion

Everyday ethics for the criminal justice professional Kelly Cheeseman is more than a
theoretical framework; it is a vital component of the criminal justice system's integrity. By
prioritizing ethical principles such as respect for human dignity, integrity, and fairness,
professionals can navigate the complexities of their roles effectively. Addressing common
challenges through proactive strategies and fostering a culture of ethical awareness will
enhance decision-making and promote public trust in the justice system. As the landscape
of criminal justice evolves, the commitment to ethical practices remains a cornerstone of
effective and just law enforcement.

Q: What are the key components of everyday ethics in
criminal justice?

A: The key components include respect for human dignity, integrity and accountability,
and fairness and impartiality. These principles guide professionals in making ethical
decisions that uphold justice and public trust.

Q: How can criminal justice professionals address
conflicts of interest?

A: Professionals can address conflicts of interest by being transparent about their personal
interests and seeking guidance from supervisors or ethical boards when faced with
potential conflicts. Awareness is crucial for maintaining objectivity.

Q: Why is ethical training important for criminal justice
professionals?

A: Ethical training is important as it equips professionals with the knowledge and skills
necessary to recognize and navigate ethical dilemmas, fostering a culture of integrity
within the organization.

Q: What role does discretion play in ethical decision-
making?

A: Discretion allows professionals to make judgment calls in various situations, but it also
requires careful consideration to avoid bias and ensure that decisions align with ethical
standards.



Q: How can organizations promote an ethical culture?

A: Organizations can promote an ethical culture by establishing clear ethical guidelines,
providing regular training, encouraging open discussions about ethics, and modeling
ethical behavior from leadership.

Q: What strategies can help in ethical decision-making?

A: Strategies include participating in ethical training programs, consulting with peers,
developing a personal ethical framework, and utilizing structured ethical decision-making
models.

Q: What challenges do criminal justice professionals
face regarding media pressure?

A: Professionals may experience pressure to conform to public opinion or media
narratives, which can conflict with their ethical obligations. Maintaining focus on ethical
principles is essential in managing this pressure.

Q: How can ethical dilemmas impact public trust in the
criminal justice system?

A: Ethical dilemmas, if not handled appropriately, can erode public trust. Transparency,
accountability, and adherence to ethical standards are crucial in maintaining the
legitimacy of the justice system.

Q: What is the significance of developing a personal
ethical framework?

A: Developing a personal ethical framework allows professionals to clarify their values and
principles, guiding them in making consistent and ethically sound decisions in their work.

Q: How can peer discussions enhance ethical decision-
making?

A: Peer discussions can provide diverse perspectives and insights into ethical dilemmas,
promoting collaborative problem-solving and reinforcing a culture of ethical awareness
among professionals.
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