
evelyn del rey is moving away
evelyn del rey is moving away. This poignant phrase encapsulates the
emotional journey and themes explored in the children’s book “Evelyn Del Rey
Is Moving Away” by Meg Medina, illustrated by Sonia Sanchez. The narrative
captures the bittersweet experience of change and the impact of moving on
friendships, particularly through the eyes of young children. This article
delves into the book’s themes, character development, and its broader
implications on childhood experiences and emotions. We will also explore the
author’s background, the significance of the book in contemporary literature,
and the ways it resonates with both children and adults.
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Overview of the Book
“Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” tells the story of Evelyn, a young girl
facing the impending move of her best friend, who is relocating. The
narrative is presented through the eyes of Evelyn herself, capturing her
feelings of sadness and nostalgia as she prepares to say goodbye. The book is
beautifully illustrated, with vibrant images that enhance the emotional depth
of the story. Medina’s writing is lyrical and engaging, making it accessible
for children while also holding deeper meanings for adult readers.

The story unfolds in a familiar neighborhood, filled with places that hold
special memories for Evelyn and her friend. As the moving day approaches, the
reader is taken through a series of memories and experiences shared between
the two friends. This journey not only highlights the joys of friendship but
also the challenges that come with change, effectively portraying the
emotional spectrum that young children can experience during such
transitions.



Thematic Exploration
One of the central themes of “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” is the concept
of change and the feelings associated with it. Change is an inevitable part
of life, and Medina beautifully illustrates how children perceive and process
these changes. The book captures a range of emotions, including sadness, joy,
and nostalgia, reflecting the complexity of childhood experiences.

Friendship and Loss
Friendship is a significant theme throughout the narrative. The bond between
Evelyn and her friend serves as the emotional core of the story. As they
reminisce about their time together, readers are reminded of the importance
of friendships in childhood and how moving away can lead to feelings of loss.
Medina emphasizes that while change can be painful, it is also a natural part
of growing up.

Memory and Remembrance
Memory plays a crucial role in the narrative, as Evelyn reflects on her
experiences with her friend. The use of vivid imagery and storytelling allows
readers to connect with the memories shared between the characters. This
theme encourages children to cherish their memories and understand that while
physical separation may occur, the emotional ties remain strong.

Character Analysis
Evelyn, as the protagonist, is a relatable character for young readers. Her
emotions are authentically portrayed, which allows children to connect with
her experiences. The character development in the story highlights Evelyn’s
journey from confusion and sadness to acceptance and understanding of her
friend’s move.

Evelyn Del Rey
Evelyn is depicted as imaginative and playful, embodying the spirit of
childhood. Her ability to reminisce about her shared experiences with her
friend adds depth to her character. Throughout the story, Evelyn demonstrates
resilience as she navigates her feelings of loss, ultimately showcasing her
growth and maturity.

The Friend
The unnamed friend plays a pivotal role in the story, symbolizing the



importance of companionship. Although the friend is moving away, her presence
is felt throughout the narrative. The character represents the universal
experience of childhood friendships and the inevitable changes that come with
growing up.

Author Background
Meg Medina is a celebrated author known for her contributions to children’s
literature, particularly in addressing themes relevant to diverse
communities. With a background in education and a passion for storytelling,
Medina draws upon her own experiences to create relatable and impactful
narratives for children. Her ability to weave cultural elements into her
stories enriches the reading experience, making her work resonate with a
broad audience.

Medina’s accolades include the Pura Belpré Author Award, which recognizes
outstanding contributions to children’s literature by Latino authors. Her
commitment to representing diverse voices and experiences is evident in
“Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away,” as she captures the essence of childhood
emotions and the complexities of change.

Impact on Readers
The impact of “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” extends beyond its pages,
providing readers with a means to understand and navigate their own feelings
about change and loss. The book serves as an important tool for parents and
educators to discuss these themes with children, allowing for open
conversations about emotions.

Emotional Understanding: Children gain insight into their feelings
regarding moving and change.

Discussion Starter: The book can be used as a prompt for discussions
about friendship and loss.

Cultural Relevance: Medina’s representation of diverse experiences
promotes inclusivity in literature.

Moreover, the beautifully illustrated pages capture the attention of young
readers, making the story engaging and accessible. As children read about
Evelyn’s journey, they can see reflections of their own lives, fostering
empathy and understanding towards the experiences of others.



Conclusion
“Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” is more than just a children’s book; it is a
poignant exploration of friendship, change, and emotional resilience. Meg
Medina’s storytelling, combined with Sonia Sanchez’s vibrant illustrations,
creates a powerful narrative that resonates with both children and adults. As
readers navigate the complexities of moving and friendship through Evelyn’s
eyes, they are reminded of the importance of cherishing memories and
embracing change. This book stands as a testament to the universal
experiences of childhood, making it a valuable addition to any child's
library.

Q: What is the main theme of “Evelyn Del Rey Is
Moving Away”?
A: The main theme of the book is the emotional journey of dealing with
change, particularly the feelings associated with moving away and the impact
on friendships. It explores loss, memory, and the bittersweet nature of
growing up.

Q: Who is the author of “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving
Away”?
A: The author of the book is Meg Medina, a well-known author in children's
literature, recognized for her ability to weave cultural elements and
emotional depth into her stories.

Q: What age group is “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away”
suitable for?
A: The book is primarily aimed at children aged 4 to 8 years old, making it
suitable for preschool and early elementary school readers.

Q: How can parents use this book to discuss moving
with their children?
A: Parents can use the book as a conversation starter to discuss the feelings
associated with moving, helping children articulate their emotions and
understand that change is a normal part of life.



Q: What style of illustrations can readers expect in
the book?
A: The illustrations in “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” are vibrant and
colorful, created by Sonia Sanchez, which complement the emotional tone of
the story and engage young readers visually.

Q: Is “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” based on real-
life experiences?
A: While the story is fictional, Meg Medina often draws from her own
experiences and observations of childhood, making the emotions and scenarios
relatable and authentic.

Q: What makes this book unique in children’s
literature?
A: The book’s unique blend of cultural relevance, emotional depth, and
beautiful illustrations sets it apart in children’s literature, offering a
nuanced perspective on friendship and change that resonates with diverse
audiences.

Q: Can this book be used in educational settings?
A: Yes, “Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away” can be effectively used in
educational settings to address topics such as friendship, emotional
literacy, and cultural diversity, making it a valuable resource for teachers.

Q: How does the story address the concept of
nostalgia?
A: The story addresses nostalgia through Evelyn’s recollections of her
friendship and shared experiences, emphasizing the importance of memories
even as circumstances change.
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