evangeline a tale of acadie by henry
wadsworth longfellow

evangeline a tale of acadie by henry wadsworth longfellow is a narrative poem that explores
themes of love, loss, and resilience against the backdrop of the Acadian expulsion. Written in 1847,
Longfellow's work captures the essence of a tragic romance between Evangeline and Gabriel, set
during a tumultuous period in North American history. This article delves into the story's plot,
character analysis, historical context, critical reception, and its lasting impact on American literature.
By examining these elements, we can appreciate how Longfellow's poetic narrative has resonated
through generations and remains relevant today.
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Overview of the Poem

"Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie" is a narrative poem composed in twelve books, portraying the life of
Evangeline Bellefontaine, a young Acadian woman. Longfellow's use of blank verse allows for a lyrical
quality that enhances the emotional depth of the story. The poem is not only a love story but also a
reflection on the broader themes of displacement and cultural identity. The structure of the poem,
interwoven with natural imagery and historical references, serves to highlight the beauty of Acadian
life and the sorrow of its loss.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with an idyllic description of Acadia, a region characterized by its lush
landscapes and close-knit communities. Evangeline and Gabriel are introduced as young lovers,
destined to be together. However, their lives are forever altered when the British expel the Acadians
from their homeland in 1755. This tragic event sets the stage for Evangeline's quest to find Gabriel,
which becomes the central focus of the poem.

The plot unfolds as Evangeline travels through various places, enduring hardships and meeting



different characters who represent both the kindness and cruelty of humanity. Despite the obstacles,
her unwavering love for Gabriel drives her forward. The poem culminates in a poignant reunion,
though it is marked by a bittersweet conclusion that emphasizes the enduring impact of loss and
longing.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie" are richly developed, each embodying different
aspects of the human experience. Evangeline is portrayed as the epitome of devotion and resilience.
Her journey is not merely physical but also emotional, as she grapples with her identity and the
memories of her homeland.

Gabriel, on the other hand, represents the ideal of steadfast love. His character is somewhat
idealized, embodying the virtues of courage and loyalty. The dynamics between Evangeline and
Gabriel reflect the challenges faced by lovers separated by circumstances beyond their control.

Supporting characters, such as Father Felician and the various Acadian villagers, enrich the narrative
by providing insights into the broader community and its struggles. Each character adds depth to the
themes of love, suffering, and the search for belonging.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie" is crucial for appreciating its
themes. The poem is set against the backdrop of the Great Expulsion (Le Grand Dérangement), which
saw thousands of Acadians forcibly removed from their lands in Nova Scotia. This event was part of
the larger conflict between the British and French empires during the 18th century.

The Acadians, known for their unique culture and language, faced tremendous hardships during and
after the expulsion. Longfellow's work not only highlights the personal tragedy of Evangeline and
Gabriel but also serves as a commentary on the cultural loss experienced by the Acadian people.
Through his narrative, Longfellow brings attention to this often-overlooked chapter in history,
fostering a greater understanding of the Acadian identity.

Critical Reception



