
estes park visitors guide
Estes Park visitors guide is your ultimate resource for exploring one of
Colorado’s most picturesque mountain towns. Nestled at the gateway to Rocky
Mountain National Park, Estes Park offers a plethora of outdoor activities,
scenic views, and charming local culture. Whether you’re an adventure seeker,
a wildlife enthusiast, or someone looking to relax in nature, this guide will
provide you with all the information you need to make the most of your visit.

Getting to Estes Park

Before diving into the many attractions and activities that Estes Park has to
offer, it’s essential to know how to get there. The town is located
approximately 70 miles northwest of Denver, making it easily accessible for a
weekend getaway.

By Car
- From Denver: Take I-25 North to Highway 66 West, which leads you directly
to Estes Park.
- From Boulder: Take Highway 119 North to Highway 36, and then follow signs
to Estes Park.

By Bus
- Flatirons Shuttle: Offers transportation from various locations in Boulder
directly to Estes Park.
- Rocky Mountain Shuttle: Provides shuttle services from Denver International
Airport and other nearby areas.

Best Times to Visit
- Summer (June to August): Warm weather and vibrant wildflowers make this the
peak season for tourists.
- Fall (September to October): Enjoy stunning fall foliage and fewer crowds.
- Winter (December to March): Ideal for snow sports and holiday festivities.
- Spring (April to May): Witness the blooming of wildflowers and the
awakening of wildlife.

Where to Stay

Accommodations in Estes Park range from luxurious hotels to cozy cabins,



catering to all budgets and preferences.

Hotels and Resorts
1. The Stanley Hotel: Famous for its haunted history and stunning
architecture.
2. Estes Park Resort: Offers beautiful lakeside views and a range of
amenities.
3. Rocky Mountain Park Inn: A family-friendly option with easy access to the
park.

Cabins and Vacation Rentals
- Airbnb: Numerous options available, from rustic cabins to modern lodges.
- VRBO: Great for families or larger groups seeking privacy and space.

Campsites
- Estes Park Campground: Offers tent camping with stunning mountain views.
- Rocky Mountain National Park Campgrounds: A variety of sites available, but
reservations are recommended during peak season.

Top Attractions in Estes Park

Estes Park is not just a gateway to Rocky Mountain National Park; it’s a
destination in its own right. Here are some must-see attractions:

Rocky Mountain National Park
- Trail Ridge Road: One of the highest paved roads in North America, offering
breathtaking panoramic views.
- Bear Lake Trailhead: A popular starting point for various hiking trails,
including the easy Bear Lake loop.
- Wildlife Viewing: Keep an eye out for elk, deer, and a variety of bird
species throughout the park.

Downtown Estes Park
- Estes Park Riverwalk: A scenic stroll along the river with shops,
restaurants, and art installations.
- Historic Downtown: Explore local art galleries, boutiques, and the iconic
Stanley Hotel.
- Estes Park Aerial Tramway: Take a scenic ride to the summit of Prospect
Mountain for exceptional views.



Local Events
- Estes Park Elk Fest: Held in October, this event celebrates the elk rut
season with live music, food vendors, and educational exhibits.
- Estes Park Winter Festival: A January event featuring winter sports, food,
and family-friendly activities.
- Arts and Crafts Festival: An annual summer event showcasing local artisans
and craftspeople.

Outdoor Activities

Estes Park is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts. Here’s a rundown of the
activities you can enjoy:

Hiking
- Emerald Lake Trail: A moderate hike that rewards you with stunning views of
alpine lakes.
- Longs Peak: For experienced hikers, this challenging summit offers a
rewarding experience with panoramic views.
- Alberta Falls: A relatively easy hike leading to a beautiful waterfall.

Biking
- Estes Park Bike Trail: A paved trail perfect for families and casual
riders.
- Mountain Biking: Explore the challenging trails in the surrounding areas,
like the trails in Rocky Mountain National Park.

Fishing
- Lake Estes: A popular spot for trout fishing, with rental boats available.
- Fall River: Known for its gold medal waters, this river attracts anglers
looking for a challenge.

Winter Sports
- Skiing and Snowboarding: Nearby resorts like Eldora Mountain Resort offer
great winter sports options.
- Snowshoeing and Cross-Country Skiing: Explore the quieter trails in Rocky
Mountain National Park during winter.



Dining Options

After a long day of exploring, you’ll want to refuel. Estes Park has a
variety of dining options to suit any palate.

Casual Dining
- The Grubsteak Restaurant: Known for its delicious burgers and casual
atmosphere.
- Poppy’s Pizza & Grill: A family-friendly spot serving pizza, sandwiches,
and salads.

Fine Dining
- The View Restaurant: Offers an upscale dining experience with stunning
views of the mountains.
- The Stanley Hotel’s Cascades Restaurant: Features seasonal dishes made with
local ingredients.

Cafés and Bakeries
- Kind Coffee: A local favorite known for its organic coffee and pastries.
- Estes Park Pie Shop: Don’t miss their famous homemade pies, a perfect treat
after a day of exploring.

Tips for Visiting Estes Park

To ensure your visit is as enjoyable as possible, keep these tips in mind:

- Plan Ahead: Make reservations for accommodations and popular dining spots,
especially during peak season.
- Be Weather Prepared: Mountain weather can change rapidly. Dress in layers
and be prepared for various conditions.
- Wildlife Safety: Observe wildlife from a safe distance and never feed
animals. Respect their natural habitat.

Conclusion

An Estes Park visitors guide is your key to unlocking the beauty and
adventure that awaits in this charming mountain town. From breathtaking hikes
in Rocky Mountain National Park to delightful local eateries and unique
shops, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. Whether you’re planning a
short visit or an extended stay, Estes Park promises an unforgettable



experience filled with natural beauty, outdoor adventure, and warm
hospitality. So pack your bags and get ready to explore all that Estes Park
has to offer!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top attractions to visit in Estes Park?
Top attractions in Estes Park include Rocky Mountain National Park, the
Stanley Hotel, Estes Park Aerial Tramway, and the shops and galleries along
Elkhorn Avenue.

When is the best time to visit Estes Park?
The best time to visit Estes Park is during the summer months (June to
August) for warm weather and outdoor activities, or in the fall (September to
October) for stunning foliage.

Are there any family-friendly activities in Estes
Park?
Yes, family-friendly activities include visiting the Estes Park Museum,
participating in guided nature walks, and enjoying the fun at Lake Estes,
where you can fish, hike, or picnic.

What outdoor activities can I enjoy in Estes Park?
Outdoor activities in Estes Park include hiking, mountain biking, rock
climbing, fishing, horseback riding, and wildlife watching, especially in
Rocky Mountain National Park.

Where can I find local dining options in Estes Park?
Local dining options can be found on Elkhorn Avenue, where you can choose
from a variety of restaurants, cafes, and breweries offering everything from
casual bites to fine dining.

Is there public transportation available in Estes
Park?
Estes Park offers a shuttle service, especially during peak tourist season,
which can help visitors navigate between key locations in the town and
surrounding areas.



What should I pack for a trip to Estes Park?
Pack layers for varying temperatures, sturdy hiking shoes, sunscreen, a
reusable water bottle, and any necessary hiking gear. Don't forget your
camera for the stunning scenery!

Are there any festivals or events in Estes Park
throughout the year?
Yes, Estes Park hosts several annual events, including the Estes Park Winter
Festival, the Rooftop Rodeo in July, and the Fall Back Festival, which
celebrates the autumn season.

What accommodations are available for visitors in
Estes Park?
Accommodations in Estes Park range from hotels and motels to cozy cabins,
vacation rentals, and campgrounds, catering to different budgets and
preferences.
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