episode guide person of interest

Episode Guide Person of Interest is a comprehensive look into the series that captivated audiences
with its unique blend of science fiction, crime drama, and philosophical inquiry. Created by Jonathan
Nolan, the show aired from September 22, 2011, to June 21, 2016, spanning five seasons and 103
episodes. It explores the implications of artificial intelligence and government surveillance through
the lens of a vigilante duo determined to prevent violent crimes before they occur. This article will
provide a detailed episode guide for each season, highlighting key themes, character developments,
and memorable moments.

Season 1 Overview

The inaugural season introduces viewers to the central characters and the premise of the series.
Harold Finch, a reclusive billionaire and software programmer, has developed a machine that can
predict violent crimes. He partners with former CIA operative John Reese to intervene in these crimes.
The first season sets the stage for the moral dilemmas surrounding privacy, security, and the ethical
use of technology.

Episode Breakdown

1. Pilot (Episode 1)

- Introduces Harold Finch and John Reese.

- Establishes the premise of the Machine and its ability to predict violent crimes.
- Reese saves a woman named Jessica from a kidnapping plot.

2. Ghosts (Episode 2)
- Reese investigates a man linked to a crime from his past.
- The episode delves into Reese's backstory and his struggles with his former life.

3. Mission Creep (Episode 3)
- The duo tackles a case involving a young woman with ties to a dangerous group.
- Explores the risks of the Machine’s predictions.

4. Cura Te Ipsum (Episode 4)
- They protect a doctor whose life is in danger due to his past medical practices.
- Highlights the theme of redemption.

5. Judgement (Episode 5)
- A case involving a judge reveals the flaws in the justice system.
- The episode poses questions about morality and justice.

6. The Cure (Episode 6)
- Focus on a kidnapping case with ties to a pharmaceutical company.
- Explores corporate corruption.



7. Witness (Episode 7)
- A witness to a murder becomes the target of the killers.
- The episode emphasizes the importance of protecting innocents.

8. Foe (Episode 8)
- The duo faces off against a former adversary.
- Introduces the notion of loyalty and betrayal.

9. Get Carter (Episode 9)
- Reese's past as an operative comes back to haunt him.
- The episode deepens the backstory of the main characters.

10. Number Crunch (Episode 10)
- The Machine’s predictions lead them to a hacker.
- Raises questions about privacy and security in the digital age.

11. The Fix (Episode 11)
- The duo intervenes when a corrupt police officer becomes a target.
- Critiques systemic corruption.

12. Legacy (Episode 12)
- A case involving a young man leads to revelations about Finch's past.
- The episode explores themes of legacy and sacrifice.

13. Root Cause (Episode 13)
- Introduces the character of Root, a hacker with her own agenda.
- Sets up future conflicts regarding control of the Machine.

Season 2 Overview

The second season expands the world of Person of Interest, introducing new characters and
deepening existing relationships. The stakes rise as the protagonists face increasingly complex moral
dilemmas and threats from adversaries who want to control the Machine.

Episode Breakdown

1. The Contingency (Episode 1)
- Following a cliffhanger from season one, Finch and Reese face new threats.
- Introduces the concept of contingency plans.

2. Bad Code (Episode 2)
- The episode dives into tech-related crimes and their implications.
- Explores the consequences of hacking.

3. The High Road (Episode 3)
- The team protects a teenager involved with a dangerous gang.
- Highlights themes of family and loyalty.



4. Triggerman (Episode 4)
- A case involving a mobster leads to a deeper exploration of Reese's past.
- Questions the nature of violence.

5. Bury the Lede (Episode 5)
- A journalist becomes a target, raising issues of media ethics.
- The interplay between truth and sensationalism is examined.

6. The Devil's Share (Episode 6)
- A personal tragedy strikes, leading to existential questions about vengeance and justice.
- Marks a pivotal moment for Reese’s character development.

7. Critical (Episode 7)
- The Machine's predictions lead to a critical situation involving a hospital crisis.
- Emphasizes the importance of timing in emergencies.

8. Til Death (Episode 8)
- A wedding turns into a deadly scenario, showcasing the unpredictability of life.
- Examines commitments in relationships.

9. C.0.D. (Episode 9)
- Highlights a case involving a hitman and the ethics of killing for hire.
- Discusses the morality behind contract killing.

10. The High Road (Episode 10)
- A rogue operative becomes a factor in the duo's plans.
- Explores themes of trust and betrayal.

11. The Complete History of You (Episode 11)
- The concept of memory and surveillance plays a central role.
- Raises questions about the impact of technology on personal relationships.

12. Aletheia (Episode 12)
- The consequences of the Machine's decisions come to a head.
- Explores the concept of truth versus lies.

13. God Mode (Episode 13)
- The season finale introduces a new level of threat.
- Sets the stage for the series' ongoing conflict.

Season 3 Overview

The third season introduces even more complexity, with the addition of new antagonists and the
expansion of the show's mythos. It explores the implications of the Machine's predictions in greater
detail, while also introducing the concept of a rival Al, which significantly raises the stakes.



Episode Breakdown

1. Liberty (Episode 1)
- The season opens with the implications of the Machine being exposed.
- Themes of privacy and freedom are explored.

2. The Power of One (Episode 2)
- Focuses on one life that has the potential to impact many.
- Highlights the interconnectedness of society.

3. The Devil's Share (Episode 3)
- A thrilling chase ensues as the team works to prevent a major disaster.
- Explores themes of sacrifice.

4. Reasonable Doubt (Episode 4)
- A murder trial becomes the focal point, examining the flaws in justice.
- Engages with issues of doubt and certainty.

5. The Perfect Mark (Episode 5)
- The episode focuses on deception and the art of the con.
- Explores the theme of trust.

6. Mors Praematura (Episode 6)
- Introduces a new threat in the form of a rival Al.
- Raises questions about control and power.

7. The Last Call (Episode 7)
- Delves into the world of gambling and chance.
- Explores themes of fate versus free will.

8. Endgame (Episode 8)
- The stakes are raised as the team faces a devastating loss.
- Explores the consequences of their choices.

9. The Devil's Advocate (Episode 9)
- A moral quandary arises when a case involves a corrupt politician.
- Examines the nature of corruption.

10. The Alliance (Episode 10)
- The team must form unexpected alliances to survive.
- Highlights the importance of collaboration.

11. The Crossing (Episode 11)
- A series of betrayals leads to a dramatic confrontation.
- Explores themes of loyalty and betrayal.

12. Aletheia (Episode 12)
- The truth about the Machine is revealed.
- Raises existential questions about identity.



13. Deus Ex Machina (Episode 13)
- The season finale sets the stage for future conflicts.
- Explores the potential of Al in society.

Season 4 Overview

The fourth season delves deeper into the implications of artificial intelligence and surveillance,
exploring the moral dilemmas faced by the characters. It introduces new characters and adversaries,
as well as an even more complex narrative arc.

Episode Breakdown

1. Panopticon (Episode 1)
- The season opens with a focus on surveillance and control.
- Introduces new antagonists.

2. The Cold War (Episode 2)
- Explores the implications of espionage.
- Highlights the stakes of global conflict.

3. Wingman (Episode 3)
- A case involving a pilot leads to unexpected twists.
- Explores themes of loyalty and sacrifice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of the TV show 'Person of Interest'?

The show revolves around a reclusive billionaire, Harold Finch, who builds a supercomputer known as
'The Machine' that predicts violent crimes before they occur. He teams up with former CIA operative
John Reese to prevent these crimes.

How many seasons does 'Person of Interest' have?

'Person of Interest' has a total of 5 seasons, which aired from September 22, 2011, to June 21, 2016.

Who are the main characters in 'Person of Interest'?

The main characters include Harold Finch, played by Michael Emerson, John Reese, played by Jim
Caviezel, and Detective Joss Carter, played by Taraji P. Henson, along with other recurring characters
like Root and Lionel Fusco.



What are the key themes explored in 'Person of Interest'?

The show explores themes such as surveillance, artificial intelligence, morality, and the implications
of technology on privacy and security.

Is there a recommended viewing order for the episodes of
'‘Person of Interest'?

The episodes of 'Person of Interest' should be watched in their original air order, as the overarching
narrative builds throughout the series, with key story arcs that connect across episodes.
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