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Becoming an enrolled agent (EA) is a rewarding career choice for tax professionals, offering numerous
benefits and opportunities. The enrolled agent exam, also known as the Special Enrollment
Examination (SEE), is the pathway to earning this prestigious designation from the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS). This guide will provide a comprehensive overview of the enrolled agent exam, covering
everything from its structure and content to study tips and resources for success.

What is an Enrolled Agent?

An enrolled agent is a tax advisor who is federally authorized to represent taxpayers before the IRS.
EAs have extensive knowledge of the tax code and are qualified to handle a wide range of tax-related
issues, including:

Preparing and filing tax returns

Representing clients during audits

Advising on tax planning strategies

Assisting with tax debt resolution

The EA designation is the highest credential awarded by the IRS, and it signifies that the individual
has passed a rigorous examination and adhered to ethical standards in the tax profession.

The Structure of the Enrolled Agent Exam

The enrolled agent exam consists of three separate parts, each focusing on different aspects of tax
law and practice. Understanding the structure of the exam is crucial for effective preparation.

Part 1: Individuals

This section covers individual income taxation, including:

Filing requirements

Income types and sources



Deductions and credits

Tax calculations

Filing status and exemptions

Candidates should have a solid understanding of individual tax forms, such as Form 1040, and the
relevant schedules.

Part 2: Businesses

Part 2 focuses on taxation for businesses, including:

Business entities (sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations)

Business income and expenses

Employment taxes

Accounting methods

Tax credits and deductions specific to businesses

Knowledge of business tax forms, such as Form 1065 for partnerships and Form 1120 for
corporations, is essential for success in this section.

Part 3: Representation, Practice, and Procedures

This part tests candidates on representation issues and IRS procedures, covering topics such as:

Ethical considerations for EAs

Taxpayer rights and responsibilities

Audits and appeals processes

Practice before the IRS

Filing requirements and deadlines



Understanding the rules and regulations governing EAs is critical for providing effective
representation to clients.

Exam Format and Logistics

The enrolled agent exam is administered by Prometric and consists of 100 multiple-choice questions
for each part. The exam is computer-based, allowing for immediate feedback and results. Here are
some key details about the exam format:

Each part is timed at 3.5 hours.

Questions are randomly selected from a pool, ensuring a unique experience for each candidate.

A passing score for each part is 105 out of 150 points.

Candidates can schedule their exams at their convenience, and it is recommended to spread the
testing over a few months to allow ample study time.

Preparing for the Enrolled Agent Exam

Preparation is key to passing the enrolled agent exam. Here are some effective strategies to help you
study:

Create a Study Plan

Establish a study schedule that outlines when and what topics you will cover. Consider the following
steps:

Assess your current knowledge and identify weak areas.1.

Set specific goals for each study session.2.

Allocate more time for challenging topics.3.

Utilize Quality Study Materials

Invest in reputable study guides, textbooks, and online resources. Some popular options include:



IRS publications and forms

Enrolled Agent Exam review courses

Practice exams and question banks

Online forums and study groups

Practice with Mock Exams

Taking practice exams is one of the most effective ways to prepare. Mock exams will help you:

Familiarize yourself with the exam format and question types.

Identify areas where you need additional study.

Improve your time management skills during the actual exam.

Exam Day: What to Expect

The day of the exam can be stressful, but being prepared will help ease your nerves. Here’s what you
can expect:

Arrive at the testing center early to allow time for check-in.

Bring valid identification (a government-issued ID with your photo).

Leave personal items, such as bags and electronic devices, in your car or at home.

Once you’re seated, take a deep breath and read each question carefully. Remember to manage your
time effectively, leaving some time at the end to review your answers.

Next Steps After Passing the Exam

Congratulations! After passing all three parts of the enrolled agent exam, you’ll need to complete the
following steps:



Apply for Your EA License

Submit Form 23, the Application for Enrollment to Practice Before the IRS, along with the required fee.
The IRS will conduct a background check before granting your license.

Maintain Your Continuing Education

EAs are required to complete 72 hours of continuing education every three years, including 16 hours
of annual updates. Staying current with tax laws and regulations is essential for providing top-notch
service to clients.

Conclusion

The enrolled agent exam is a challenging but rewarding endeavor for tax professionals seeking to
advance their careers. With diligent preparation and the right resources, you can successfully
navigate the exam and become a trusted representative for taxpayers. Use this enrolled agent
exam guide as a roadmap for your journey, and remember that persistence and dedication will lead
you to success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an enrolled agent and what does the enrolled agent
exam entail?
An enrolled agent is a tax advisor who is a federally-authorized tax practitioner empowered by the
U.S. Department of the Treasury. The enrolled agent exam, known as the Special Enrollment
Examination (SEE), consists of three parts that cover various aspects of federal taxation.

How can I prepare for the enrolled agent exam effectively?
Effective preparation for the enrolled agent exam involves studying IRS publications, using review
courses, taking practice exams, and creating a study schedule. Many candidates find it helpful to join
study groups or forums for additional support and resources.

What are the main topics covered in the enrolled agent exam?
The enrolled agent exam covers three main topics: Part 1 focuses on Individual Taxation, Part 2
covers Business Taxation, and Part 3 addresses Representation, Practices, and Procedures. Each part
tests knowledge of tax laws and procedures relevant to that area.



What is the passing score for the enrolled agent exam?
The passing score for each part of the enrolled agent exam is 105 out of a possible 150 points.
Candidates must pass all three parts within a two-year period to obtain their enrolled agent status.

How often is the enrolled agent exam offered, and how do I
register?
The enrolled agent exam is offered year-round, and candidates can register through the Prometric
website. It's advisable to check for available testing dates and locations in advance to plan your exam
schedule.

What resources are available for studying for the enrolled
agent exam?
Resources for studying for the enrolled agent exam include IRS publications, exam review courses
(both online and in-person), practice test materials, and study guides. Additionally, forums and online
communities can provide valuable tips and experiences from other candidates.
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