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The Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS) qualification is a crucial milestone for Navy sailors
who serve aboard surface vessels. This qualification signifies that an enlisted sailor has acquired the
necessary knowledge and skills to perform effectively in a surface warfare environment. The ESWS
qualification not only enhances a sailor's technical expertise but also contributes to their
professional growth and career progression. This article will serve as a comprehensive study guide
that covers the essential topics, resources, and tips for successfully obtaining the ESWS
qualification.

Understanding the ESWS Qualification

The ESWS qualification is designed to ensure that sailors have a thorough understanding of their
ship's systems, operations, and responsibilities. Here are some key components of the qualification:

1. Purpose of ESWS
- To establish a standard of knowledge and proficiency in surface warfare.
- To enhance the operational readiness of the ship and its crew.
- To promote individual sailor growth and advancement opportunities.

2. Eligibility Requirements
- Sailors must be in paygrades E-4 to E-6.
- Completion of required training and courses.
- Successful passing of the ESWS examination.

Core Topics for Study

To effectively prepare for the ESWS qualification, sailors must focus on several core topics. This
guide breaks down these topics into manageable sections.

1. Shipboard Systems
Understanding the various systems aboard a naval vessel is fundamental for the ESWS qualification.
Key systems include:

- Propulsion System: Knowledge of the main engines, boilers, and auxiliary systems.



- Electrical System: Understanding electrical generation, distribution, and safety protocols.
- Damage Control: Familiarity with firefighting equipment, flooding procedures, and emergency
response.

2. Navigation and Seamanship
Sailors must demonstrate proficiency in navigation and seamanship principles, including:

- Chart Reading: Understanding nautical charts and symbols.
- Rules of the Road: Knowledge of navigation rules and procedures.
- Ship Handling: Basic principles of maneuvering a vessel.

3. Weapons Systems
An understanding of a ship’s weapons systems is vital for surface warfare specialists. Key areas
include:

- Missile Systems: Knowledge of various missile types and their functionalities.
- Gun Systems: Familiarity with naval guns and their operational procedures.
- Combat Systems: Understanding the ship's combat management systems and radars.

4. Communications
Effective communication is critical in a surface warfare environment. Sailors should study:

- Voice Communication: Proper use of naval communication protocols.
- Message Formats: Understanding standard message formats and procedures.
- Cryptography: Basic knowledge of secure communication methods.

Study Resources

To prepare for the ESWS qualification, sailors should utilize a variety of study resources. Here are
some recommended materials:

1. Official Navy Publications
- Navy Warfare Publication (NWP): Provides comprehensive guidelines on surface warfare
operations.
- Ship’s Instruction Manual: Contains specific information about the ship's systems and procedures.

2. Training Courses
- ESWS Training: Many commands offer ESWS training classes that cover essential topics.
- Online Courses: The Navy offers various e-learning modules that can be beneficial.



3. Study Groups
- Forming study groups with fellow sailors can enhance learning and retention of information.
- Peer discussions and quizzes can help reinforce knowledge and prepare for exams.

Preparing for the ESWS Exam

The ESWS examination assesses a sailor's knowledge of surface warfare concepts. Here are some
tips for effective exam preparation:

1. Know the Exam Format
- The exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions.
- Familiarize yourself with the types of questions that may be asked.

2. Create a Study Schedule
- Allocate specific time blocks for studying each core topic.
- Break down the material into manageable sections to prevent overwhelm.

3. Utilize Practice Tests
- Take advantage of any available practice exams to gauge your understanding.
- Review incorrect answers to identify areas needing further study.

4. Focus on Weak Areas
- Identify your weak points and dedicate extra time to those subjects.
- Use additional resources, including videos and articles, to strengthen understanding.

Exam Day Tips

On the day of the exam, it is essential to be well-prepared and composed. Here are some helpful tips:

1. Get a Good Night’s Sleep
- Ensure you are well-rested before the exam to maintain focus and clarity.

2. Arrive Early
- Arriving early allows time to settle in and reduce anxiety before the exam starts.



3. Read Each Question Carefully
- Take your time to understand each question before selecting an answer.
- Look for keywords and phrases that can guide you to the correct response.

4. Manage Your Time
- Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you have enough time to complete the exam.
- If stuck on a question, move on and return to it later if time permits.

Post-Exam Steps

After completing the ESWS exam, sailors should take the following steps:

1. Review Your Results
- After receiving your exam results, review the feedback provided.
- Understand any mistakes made and focus on those areas for future improvement.

2. Complete the Qualification Process
- If passed, complete any remaining prerequisites for the ESWS qualification.
- Submit the necessary documentation to your chain of command.

3. Pursue Further Learning
- Continue to expand your knowledge in areas relevant to surface warfare.
- Consider additional qualifications or specialized training courses to enhance your career.

Conclusion

The Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist qualification is a vital step in a sailor's career in the Navy.
By understanding the core topics, utilizing effective study resources, and employing strategic study
and exam techniques, sailors can position themselves for success. Achieving the ESWS qualification
not only enhances individual capabilities but also contributes to the overall effectiveness and
readiness of the Navy’s surface force. With dedication and preparation, any enlisted sailor can
successfully earn their ESWS designation and advance their naval career.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary purpose of the Enlisted Surface Warfare
Specialist (ESWS) qualification?
The primary purpose of the ESWS qualification is to ensure that enlisted personnel demonstrate a
comprehensive understanding of surface warfare operations and the capabilities of their ship.

What topics are covered in the ESWS study guide?
The ESWS study guide typically covers topics such as ship systems, navigation, damage control,
weapons systems, and surface warfare tactics.

How can sailors prepare for the ESWS qualification exam?
Sailors can prepare for the ESWS qualification exam by studying the official ESWS study guide,
participating in study groups, and utilizing resources like online forums and practice exams.

What is the format of the ESWS qualification exam?
The ESWS qualification exam generally consists of multiple-choice questions that assess knowledge
across various surface warfare topics.

Is there a prerequisite for taking the ESWS qualification
exam?
Yes, sailors typically need to have completed basic training and be in a qualifying position on a
surface ship to be eligible for the ESWS qualification exam.

How long is the ESWS qualification valid?
The ESWS qualification does not expire; however, sailors are encouraged to stay updated with new
technologies and tactics through continued education and training.

What is the significance of the ESWS pin?
The ESWS pin signifies that a sailor has achieved a level of expertise in surface warfare and
demonstrates commitment to the Navy's mission and readiness.

Are there any resources available for ESWS study beyond the
official guide?
Yes, additional resources include online platforms, study groups, Navy training manuals, and
mentorship from qualified personnel.

Can sailors take the ESWS exam more than once if they fail?
Yes, sailors can retake the ESWS exam if they do not pass it on the first attempt, often with a waiting
period to allow for additional study.
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