enemy pie by derek munson

Enemy Pie is a delightful children’s book written by Derek Munson, which explores themes of
friendship, empathy, and the often complex nature of childhood relationships. Published in 2000, the
story captivates young readers and parents alike with its imaginative narrative and engaging
illustrations by Tara Calahan King. At its core, "Enemy Pie" is not just a tale about making friends;
it's a powerful lesson about understanding differences and overcoming prejudice. This article delves
into the plot, characters, themes, and the broader impact of "Enemy Pie" in children's literature.

Plot Summary

"Enemy Pie" revolves around a young boy who has a problem—he has a new enemy named Jeremy
Ross. The narrative begins with the protagonist's frustration about having to deal with an enemy, a
sentiment many children can relate to. Feeling defeated and unsure of how to handle the situation,
he turns to his father for advice. His father proposes a rather unconventional solution: making an
"enemy pie."

As the boy embarks on the mission to create this pie, the story unfolds through a series of humorous
and insightful events. The boy learns that the recipe for enemy pie requires several key ingredients,
including:

1. Time - The boy needs to invest time into making the pie.

2. Secret ingredients - The father insists that the boy must not know what goes into the pie for it to
work effectively.

3. A chance encounter - The boy must have an opportunity to share the pie with his enemy.

As the boy prepares the pie, he discovers that spending time with Jeremy is not as awful as he
initially thought. The boys engage in various activities, building a bond that challenges the notion of
enmity and preconceived notions about each other. Ultimately, when the pie is ready, the boy's fears
are put to rest as he learns a valuable lesson about friendship and understanding.

Characters

The characters in "Enemy Pie" are relatable and memorable, each contributing to the story's
message.

The Protagonist

The unnamed boy serves as the main character, representing the typical child who may feel
overwhelmed by social dynamics. His journey from animosity to friendship is at the heart of the
story. The boy's initial hatred for Jeremy Ross reflects common childhood experiences and emotions,
making him relatable to young readers.



Jeremy Ross

Jeremy is the "enemy" in the story, embodying the idea that sometimes people we perceive as foes
may not be so different from us. Through the interaction between the two boys, Jeremy's character
evolves, showcasing how friendships can blossom from unexpected circumstances.

The Father

The father plays a critical role as a wise and supportive figure. His suggestion of making an enemy
pie serves as the catalyst for the boy's transformation. Through his guidance, the father illustrates
the importance of open-mindedness and communication in resolving conflicts.

Themes

"Enemy Pie" is rich with themes that resonate with both children and adults, making it a valuable
addition to any child's bookshelf.

Friendship

At its core, "Enemy Pie" is a story about friendship. Munson illustrates how friendships can develop
even in the most unlikely of circumstances. The shift in the boys' relationship emphasizes that
getting to know someone can often dissolve misunderstandings and biases.

Empathy and Understanding

The book encourages readers to practice empathy. By understanding Jeremy's perspective and
sharing experiences, the protagonist learns to see him as a person rather than just an enemy. This
theme encourages children to look beyond surface-level judgments and understand the emotions and
experiences of others.

Conflict Resolution

"Enemy Pie" serves as a practical guide for conflict resolution among children. It encourages open
communication and the importance of taking time to understand one another. The resolution of the
conflict between the boys highlights the idea that enemies can become friends through mutual
respect and understanding.



Prejudice and Acceptance

The story addresses the issue of prejudice, particularly how children may form opinions about others
based on limited information or preconceived notions. Munson advocates for acceptance and the
idea that differences can enrich relationships rather than hinder them.

Illustrations and Style

Tara Calahan King's illustrations complement Munson's narrative beautifully. The art is vibrant,
playful, and engaging, capturing the emotions of the characters and the whimsical nature of the
story. The illustrations serve to enhance the storytelling, making it accessible and enjoyable for
young readers. The combination of text and images fosters a rich reading experience, encouraging
children to visualize and connect with the narrative on a deeper level.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, "Enemy Pie" has been well-received by critics, educators, and parents. The
book has won several awards, including the 2001 Bank Street College Best Children’s Book of the
Year. Its themes resonate strongly in educational settings, where it is often used as a tool for
teaching social-emotional skills and conflict resolution.

Many educators appreciate "Enemy Pie" for its ability to spark discussions about friendship,
empathy, and the importance of communication among peers. It serves as a valuable resource for
teachers and parents looking to address the complexities of childhood relationships.

Discussion Questions for Parents and Educators

To facilitate discussions around the book's themes, parents and educators can use the following
questions:

1. What do you think makes someone an enemy?

2. How can we change our perspective about someone we don'’t like?

3. What are some ways to resolve conflicts with friends or classmates?

4. Can you think of a time when you made a new friend? What happened?

These questions encourage children to think critically about their relationships and the importance
of empathy and understanding.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Enemy Pie" by Derek Munson is more than just a charming children's story; it is an
essential narrative that promotes understanding, empathy, and the value of friendship. Through



relatable characters and engaging illustrations, Munson invites readers to explore the complexities
of childhood relationships and the transformative power of kindness. Whether read at home, in the
classroom, or during storytime, "Enemy Pie" leaves a lasting impression, encouraging young readers
to embrace differences and build connections with those around them. Its timeless message will
continue to resonate with generations of children, making it a beloved classic in children’s literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Enemy Pie' by Derek Munson?

The main theme of 'Enemy Pie' is the importance of friendship and understanding, as it illustrates
how preconceived notions about others can change through personal experiences.

Who are the main characters in 'Enemy Pie'?

The main characters are the narrator, a young boy, and his new 'enemy,' Jeremy, who he believes is
his rival but ultimately learns to understand.

What unusual recipe does the protagonist's father suggest for
dealing with enemies?

The protagonist's father suggests making 'Enemy Pie," a fictional dish that symbolizes the idea of
confronting and understanding one's enemies.

How does the protagonist's perception of his enemy change
throughout the story?

Initially, the protagonist views Jeremy as an enemy, but as they spend time together, he realizes they
have more in common and becomes friends.

What lesson does the protagonist learn by the end of 'Enemy
Pie'?

The protagonist learns that understanding and kindness can turn enemies into friends, and that first
impressions can often be misleading.

What age group is 'Enemy Pie' suitable for?
'Enemy Pie' is suitable for children aged 5 to 10, making it a great read for early elementary school

students.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Enemy Pie'?

The book uses humor, metaphor, and vivid imagery to convey its messages about friendship and
conflict resolution.



How does the artwork in 'Enemy Pie' complement the story?

The whimsical illustrations by Tara Calahan King enhance the narrative by visually representing the
emotions and themes of the story, making it more engaging for young readers.

What impact has 'Enemy Pie' had in educational settings?

'Enemy Pie' is often used in classrooms to teach children about empathy, conflict resolution, and the
value of friendships, making it a popular choice for social-emotional learning.

Is 'Enemy Pie' part of a series or a standalone book?

'Enemy Pie' is a standalone book, but it has become a beloved classic in children's literature, often
recommended for its meaningful lessons.
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