
encountering the old testament a christian survey

encountering the old testament a christian survey is a profound exploration that invites believers and
scholars alike to delve into the rich tapestry of the Old Testament. This ancient text serves as a foundational
pillar for Christianity, offering insights into the nature of God, the history of humanity, and the prophetic
foretelling of the Messiah. This article aims to provide a comprehensive Christian survey of the Old
Testament, examining its structure, themes, significance, and how it relates to the New Testament. By
understanding the Old Testament, Christians can deepen their faith and enhance their biblical literacy.

This article will cover the following topics:

Understanding the Old Testament: Structure and Composition

Thematic Exploration: Key Themes in the Old Testament

Historical Context: The Old Testament in Its Time

Prophecy and Fulfillment: The Old Testament's Role in Christianity

Practical Applications: Encountering the Old Testament Today

Understanding the Old Testament: Structure and Composition

The Old Testament, comprising 39 books in the Protestant tradition, is divided into several sections that
reflect its diverse literary forms and purposes. These sections include the Torah, Historical Books, Wisdom
Literature, and the Prophets. Each part serves a unique function in conveying God's message and His
relationship with humanity.

The Torah

The Torah, also known as the Pentateuch, includes the first five books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These texts lay the foundation for the Jewish faith and provide essential
teachings regarding creation, covenant, and law. The Torah is central to understanding God’s covenant
relationship with Israel and sets the stage for the rest of the Old Testament.



Historical Books

The Historical Books, which include Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, narrate the history of Israel from
their conquest of Canaan to the Babylonian exile. These books highlight significant events and figures,
illustrating God’s providence and the consequences of Israel's disobedience. They demonstrate the
importance of faithfulness to God's covenant and the repercussions of turning away from Him.

Wisdom Literature and the Prophets

Wisdom Literature, including Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, provides insights into the human
experience, exploring themes of suffering, joy, and the pursuit of wisdom. The Prophets, such as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, convey God's messages of judgment and hope, often calling the people back to
covenant faithfulness. Together, these sections enrich the reader's understanding of the complexity and
depth of the Old Testament.

Thematic Exploration: Key Themes in the Old Testament

Several key themes run throughout the Old Testament, providing a cohesive narrative that reveals God’s
character and His plans for humanity. Understanding these themes is crucial for a comprehensive survey of
the text.

Covenant

The concept of covenant is central to the Old Testament. God establishes covenants with key figures such as
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David, each revealing different aspects of His promise and character. These
covenants serve as a backdrop for the unfolding story of Israel and highlight God's desire for a relationship
with His people.

Redemption

Redemption is another prominent theme, as seen through the exodus narrative where God delivers His
people from slavery in Egypt. This theme anticipates the ultimate redemption offered through Jesus
Christ, linking the Old Testament to the New Testament and emphasizing God's continuous plan for
salvation.



Judgment and Restoration

The Old Testament also addresses the themes of judgment and restoration. Prophetic literature often warns
of impending judgment due to Israel's unfaithfulness while simultaneously offering hope for restoration.
This duality is significant in understanding God's justice and mercy.

Historical Context: The Old Testament in Its Time

To fully appreciate the Old Testament, it is essential to consider the historical context in which it was
written. The cultural, social, and political landscapes of ancient Israel and the surrounding nations
influenced the narratives, laws, and teachings found within the text.

Ancient Near Eastern Influences

The Old Testament was composed in a milieu shaped by ancient Near Eastern cultures, including the
Babylonians, Assyrians, and Egyptians. Many literary genres and motifs found in the Old Testament have
parallels in these cultures, providing insight into the unique identity of Israel as God's chosen people.

Historical Events

Key historical events, such as the Babylonian exile and the return to Jerusalem, significantly impacted the
formation of the Old Testament. These events influenced the writings of the prophets and the compilation
of texts, reflecting the struggles and hopes of the Israelite community.

Prophecy and Fulfillment: The Old Testament's Role in
Christianity

One of the most critical aspects of the Old Testament is its prophetic literature, which Christians believe
points to the coming of the Messiah. This section will explore how these prophecies are seen as fulfilled in
the New Testament.


