
emily the criminal analysis

emily the criminal analysis is a detailed exploration of the themes,
characters, and societal implications depicted in the film "Emily the
Criminal." This film, directed by John Patton Ford, dives deep into the
struggles of a young woman navigating a world filled with economic hardship
and moral dilemmas. Through a critical lens, this article provides an in-
depth analysis of the protagonist's journey, the film's commentary on crime
and desperation, and its reflection on contemporary societal issues. We will
also examine the character development, cinematic techniques, and thematic
elements that contribute to the film's overall impact. By the end of this
article, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of "Emily the
Criminal," backed by a thorough analysis of its key components.
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Introduction to the Film

"Emily the Criminal" is a gripping drama that delves into the life of Emily,
portrayed by Aubrey Plaza, who finds herself entangled in the world of crime
as a means of survival. The film opens with Emily struggling to pay off
student debt while working a dead-end job. This sets the stage for her
subsequent descent into criminal activity as she becomes involved in a credit
card scam. The film's narrative is a powerful commentary on the lengths
individuals may go to when faced with financial instability and the moral
choices they must navigate. As we progress through Emily’s story, we witness
her transformation from an innocent worker to a desperate criminal, raising
questions about ethics, society, and the American Dream.

Character Analysis

The character of Emily is central to understanding the film's core message.
Her complexities and motivations provide a window into the challenges many
face in today's economy. The following elements are crucial to her character
development:

Emily's Background

Emily’s past is marked by financial burdens and a lack of support. This
background shapes her decisions throughout the film. Her struggle with



student debt and her inability to secure a stable job lead her to consider
illegal activities as viable options.

Transformation and Moral Ambiguity

As the film progresses, Emily's character undergoes a significant
transformation. Initially portrayed as a sympathetic character, her choices
become increasingly questionable. This moral ambiguity challenges the
audience to empathize with her plight while grappling with the consequences
of her actions. The duality of her character raises critical questions about
morality in desperate times.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including the criminals she collaborates with,
further highlight the themes of desperation and survival. Each character
serves as a reflection of Emily's choices, illustrating the broader
implications of crime in society. Their interactions with Emily reveal
different facets of her personality and choices, enhancing the audience's
understanding of her motivations.

Thematic Exploration

The film is rich with themes that resonate deeply in contemporary society.
Key themes include:

Desperation and Economic Strain

One of the most prominent themes in "Emily the Criminal" is the desperation
caused by economic strain. The film portrays how financial instability can
push individuals to the brink, forcing them to make choices they would
otherwise avoid. Emily’s journey embodies this struggle, making her a
relatable character for many viewers.

Crime as a Means of Survival

The narrative raises important questions about crime as a method of survival.
Emily's involvement in illegal activities can be seen as a critique of
societal structures that fail to support vulnerable individuals. The film
prompts the audience to consider the circumstances that lead people to commit
crimes and the societal responsibilities associated with these issues.

Identity and Self-Perception

Throughout the film, Emily grapples with her identity as she transitions from
a law-abiding citizen to a criminal. This transformation affects her self-
perception and relationships with others. The film explores how crime can
alter one's identity and how society perceives individuals engaged in illegal
activities.



Cinematic Techniques

The director's use of cinematic techniques plays a crucial role in conveying
the film's themes and emotions. Several techniques stand out:

Visual Style

The film employs a gritty visual style that reflects Emily's harsh reality.
The use of muted colors and close-up shots creates an intimate portrayal of
her struggles, allowing the audience to feel her desperation. This stylistic
choice enhances the film's emotional impact.

Sound Design

Sound design in "Emily the Criminal" complements the narrative by amplifying
tension and highlighting key moments. The score, combined with ambient
sounds, immerses viewers in Emily's world, making her experiences more
relatable and intense.

Narrative Structure

The film's narrative structure is tightly woven, with pacing that mirrors
Emily's escalating desperation. The tension builds as her criminal activities
become more dangerous, effectively engaging the audience and keeping them
invested in her fate.

Societal Implications

"Emily the Criminal" serves as a mirror reflecting contemporary societal
issues. The film critiques the systemic problems that lead to crime,
including:

Student Loan Debt: Highlighting the burden of student loans on young
adults.

Job Market Challenges: Illustrating the difficulties of securing stable
employment.

Societal Judgment: Examining how society views individuals who resort to
crime.

These implications are relevant to ongoing discussions about economic
inequality and the criminal justice system. By portraying Emily's story, the
film encourages viewers to consider the broader context of crime and the
factors that contribute to it.



Conclusion

In summary, "Emily the Criminal" is a thought-provoking film that offers a
profound analysis of desperation, crime, and identity in modern society.
Through the lens of Emily's character, the film explores the moral
complexities faced by individuals in dire circumstances. The cinematic
techniques employed enhance the storytelling, making it a compelling watch.
Ultimately, the film challenges viewers to reflect on the societal structures
that contribute to crime and the human experiences behind these choices. With
its rich themes and character development, "Emily the Criminal" stands as a
significant commentary on contemporary issues, making it a relevant and
impactful cinematic work.

Q: What is the primary theme of "Emily the Criminal"?
A: The primary theme of "Emily the Criminal" revolves around desperation and
the lengths individuals will go to in order to survive financially. The film
explores how economic strain can lead to moral ambiguity and criminal
behavior.

Q: How does Emily's character evolve throughout the
film?
A: Emily's character evolves from a sympathetic individual struggling with
debt to a morally ambiguous figure who engages in criminal activities. This
transformation raises questions about identity and the circumstances that
drive people to crime.

Q: What societal issues does the film address?
A: The film addresses several societal issues, including student loan debt,
the challenges of the job market, and societal perceptions of crime. It
critiques the systemic problems that contribute to crime and economic
hardship.

Q: What cinematic techniques are used to enhance the
film's narrative?
A: The film employs a gritty visual style, effective sound design, and a
tightly woven narrative structure to enhance its emotional impact and convey
the protagonist's struggles.

Q: How does "Emily the Criminal" reflect contemporary
societal struggles?
A: "Emily the Criminal" reflects contemporary societal struggles by
portraying the financial and moral dilemmas faced by individuals today. It
highlights the consequences of economic inequality and the pressures that
lead to criminal behavior.



Q: What role do supporting characters play in the
film?
A: Supporting characters in the film serve to enhance Emily's story,
reflecting various aspects of her choices and illustrating the broader
implications of crime and desperation in society.

Q: Why is the portrayal of crime in the film
significant?
A: The portrayal of crime in "Emily the Criminal" is significant because it
challenges viewers to consider the reasons behind criminal behavior and the
societal factors that contribute to such choices. It humanizes Emily's
actions by providing context for her desperation.

Q: How does the film make the audience empathize with
Emily?
A: The film makes the audience empathize with Emily through its intimate
portrayal of her struggles, the relatable nature of her financial burdens,
and the moral complexities of her decisions as she navigates a harsh reality.

Q: What message does the film convey about the
American Dream?
A: The film conveys a critical message about the American Dream, suggesting
that for many, the dream is unattainable due to systemic barriers and
economic challenges, leading them to resort to desperate measures.
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