
eleven sandra cisneros multiple choice
answers
eleven sandra cisneros multiple choice answers is a topic that explores the profound
themes and literary elements present in Sandra Cisneros' celebrated short story "Eleven."
This article delves into the nuances of the story, offering insights into its characters,
themes, and symbolism, while also providing multiple-choice questions with answers for
educational purposes. Understanding these elements not only enhances the reading
experience but also aids in generating a deeper appreciation for Cisneros' writing. The
article will cover essential aspects of the story, including character analysis, thematic
exploration, and critical interpretations, creating a comprehensive resource for students
and teachers alike.
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Understanding the Story
"Eleven" is a poignant coming-of-age story that captures the complexities of childhood and
the emotional turmoil of growing up. It follows the protagonist, Rachel, on her eleventh
birthday, where she encounters a humiliating incident at school that forces her to confront
her feelings of inadequacy and vulnerability. The narrative is characterized by its simple yet
evocative prose, allowing readers to connect intimately with Rachel's thoughts and
emotions. The story is not just about age; it explores how experiences shape identity and
self-perception.

The Narrative Structure
The structure of "Eleven" is linear, following Rachel through her day. The use of first-person
narration provides an intimate glimpse into her psyche. Cisneros effectively employs a



stream-of-consciousness style, showcasing Rachel’s inner thoughts and feelings. This
narrative choice allows readers to experience the confusion and pain of growing up
firsthand, making the emotional impact more profound. The story unfolds with a mix of
childhood innocence and the harsh realities of adult expectations, culminating in a powerful
reflection on identity.

Character Analysis
In "Eleven," the characters play a crucial role in conveying the story’s themes. Each
character represents different aspects of Rachel's life and her struggle with growing up. The
protagonist, Rachel, is a complex character who embodies the confusion and emotional
depth of childhood. Through her interactions with others, Cisneros reveals Rachel's
vulnerabilities and strengths.

Rachel
Rachel, the central character, is portrayed as sensitive and introspective. Her experiences
on her eleventh birthday illuminate her feelings of inadequacy and the struggle to assert
her identity. Rachel's reflection on age symbolizes the multifaceted nature of growing up,
as she feels the weight of being eleven while still carrying the emotional baggage of her
younger self. This internal conflict resonates with many readers, making Rachel a relatable
character.

Mrs. Price
Mrs. Price, Rachel's teacher, represents the authority figures in a child's life. Her actions
during the classroom incident highlight the often harsh realities that children face in
educational settings. Mrs. Price’s inability to recognize Rachel’s distress and her rigid
adherence to rules exacerbate Rachel’s feelings of powerlessness. This relationship
illustrates the challenges children encounter when trying to voice their emotions and assert
their identities in the face of authority.

Thematic Elements
The themes of identity, childhood, and the complexities of growing up are central to
"Eleven." Cisneros masterfully weaves these themes into the narrative, allowing readers to
reflect on their own experiences of adolescence and self-discovery.

Identity and Self-Perception
One of the most significant themes in "Eleven" is the struggle for identity. Rachel grapples
with her sense of self as she navigates the expectations placed upon her by her peers and
adults. The conflict between how she perceives herself and how others see her creates
tension throughout the story. This theme resonates with many young readers who often



feel misunderstood and pressured to conform to societal norms.

The Pain of Growing Up
The story poignantly captures the pain and confusion associated with growing up. Rachel’s
experience serves as a reminder that maturity does not come with age alone; it is also
about the accumulation of experiences, both good and bad. The emotional weight of her
experiences on her eleventh birthday reflects the universal struggle of transitioning from
childhood to adolescence, where feelings of innocence clash with the harsh realities of adult
expectations.

Symbolism in "Eleven"
Cisneros employs various symbols throughout "Eleven" to enhance the narrative's depth
and meaning. These symbols contribute to the overall themes and provide readers with a
richer understanding of Rachel's emotional journey.

The Sweater
The red sweater that Rachel is forced to wear symbolizes the humiliation and emotional
turmoil she faces. It represents the loss of control and the societal pressures that dictate
how she should feel and behave. This object becomes a focal point for Rachel’s feelings of
inadequacy, making it a powerful symbol of the challenges children face in asserting their
identities.

Age as a Symbol
In "Eleven," age itself is a symbol of complexity. Rachel reflects on her experiences at
different ages, illustrating how memories and feelings from the past influence her present.
The notion that she carries all her previous ages within her, feeling like a conglomeration of
memories and emotions, underscores the multifaceted nature of identity and growth.

Multiple Choice Questions
To reinforce understanding of the story, here are some multiple-choice questions along with
answers. These questions can serve as a tool for educators or students aiming to deepen
their comprehension of "Eleven."

What is the main theme of "Eleven"?1.

A) Friendship

B) Identity and self-perception



C) Adventure

D) Family

Answer: B) Identity and self-perception

What does the red sweater symbolize in the story?2.

A) Joy

B) Control

C) Humiliation

D) Friendship

Answer: C) Humiliation

Which character represents authority in Rachel's life?3.

A) Rachel's mother

B) Mrs. Price

C) Rachel's friend

D) The school principal

Answer: B) Mrs. Price

How does Rachel feel about being eleven?4.

A) Excited and happy

B) Confused and vulnerable

C) Angry and rebellious

D) Indifferent

Answer: B) Confused and vulnerable

What narrative style does Cisneros use in "Eleven"?5.

A) Third-person omniscient

B) First-person



C) Second-person

D) Stream-of-consciousness

Answer: B) First-person

Conclusion
The exploration of "Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros reveals the intricate layers of childhood
experiences and the ongoing journey of self-discovery. Through Rachel's story, readers are
invited to reflect on their own identities and the complexities of growing up. The characters,
themes, and symbolism within the narrative provide a rich framework for understanding the
emotional depth of adolescence. This article, along with the multiple-choice questions,
serves as a valuable resource for those studying Cisneros' work, encouraging deeper
engagement with the text and its underlying messages.

Q: What is the primary focus of "Eleven" by Sandra
Cisneros?
A: The primary focus of "Eleven" is on the complexities of growing up and the struggles of
identity, as experienced by a young girl named Rachel on her eleventh birthday.

Q: How does Rachel's experience with the red sweater
illustrate the theme of humiliation?
A: Rachel's forced wearing of the red sweater represents her feelings of embarrassment
and powerlessness, highlighting the emotional challenges children face in asserting their
identities in the face of authority.

Q: What role does Mrs. Price play in Rachel's story?
A: Mrs. Price represents the authoritative figure in Rachel's life, embodying the
expectations and pressures that can lead to feelings of inadequacy and confusion in
children.

Q: Why is the narrative style significant in "Eleven"?
A: The first-person narrative style allows readers to intimately experience Rachel's thoughts
and emotions, creating a powerful connection to her internal struggles and enhancing the
story's impact.



Q: What does the story suggest about the nature of age
and growing up?
A: The story suggests that age is not merely a number but a complex amalgamation of
experiences and emotions, reflecting the multifaceted nature of identity and self-
perception.
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