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The Infernal City, released in 2009, is a compelling addition to the beloved Elder Scrolls franchise, bridging the
narrative gap between "The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion" and "The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim." Written by Greg
Keyes, this novel brings fans deeper into the rich lore of Tamriel, exploring themes of power, ambition, and the
clash of civilizations. This article delves into the plot, characters, and significance of "The Infernal City,"
providing valuable insights for both long-time fans and newcomers to the Elder Scrolls series.

Overview of The Infernal City

"The Infernal City" is set in the tumultuous time following the events of "Oblivion," a period marked by
political intrigue and the resurgence of Daedric threats. The novel introduces readers to a floating city, a
manifestation of chaos and ambition, which poses a threat to the entire continent of Tamriel. As the narrative
unfolds, the reader encounters a blend of familiar and new characters, each playing a critical role in the fate
of their world.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the appearance of the Infernal City, a massive, floating structure that emerges from the
skies, threatening to wreak havoc on Tamriel. The city is powered by a mysterious and powerful energy source,
drawing the attention of various factions and individuals.

Key events include:

1. The Arrival of the Infernal City: The city descends from the skies, causing earthquakes and chaos in its wake.
2. The Quest for Control: Different factions, including the Thieves Guild and various Daedric forces, seek to
harness the city’s power for their own purposes.
3. The Heroes' Journey: A diverse group of protagonists, including a former soldier, a thief, and a powerful
mage, band together to confront the looming threat of the Infernal City.
4. Climactic Confrontations: As secrets unravel, the characters face both external and internal conflicts,
leading to a showdown that will determine the fate of Tamriel.

The narrative weaves through several locations across Tamriel, showcasing the rich diversity of the world
and its inhabitants. From the mystical landscapes of Summerset Isle to the familiar territories of Cyrodiil,
Keyes paints a vivid picture of the Elder Scrolls universe.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Infernal City" are as varied as the lands they traverse. Each character brings their own
motivations, flaws, and strengths to the story, enriching the overall narrative.

Key Protagonists

- Anna�g: A skilled thief from the Thieves Guild who seeks redemption for her past mistakes. Her resourcefulness
and street smarts make her a critical player in the quest to stop the Infernal City.

- Gideon: A former soldier who grapples with his past and seeks purpose in a world filled with chaos. His combat
skills and leadership qualities prove invaluable to the group.



- The Mage: A powerful sorceress whose knowledge of the arcane arts is essential in uncovering the mysteries
surrounding the Infernal City. Her motivations are complex, as she balances ambition with a desire to protect
Tamriel.

- Daedric Prince: The influence of various Daedric Princes adds layers of complexity to the plot. Their
machinations create tension and conflict, as characters navigate the moral ambiguity of their powers.

Thematic Elements

"The Infernal City" explores several themes that resonate within the Elder Scrolls series, adding depth to its
characters and narrative.

Power and Corruption

The pursuit of power is a central theme, as various factions vie for control over the Infernal City. This
struggle reflects the broader conflicts within Tamriel, where ambition often leads to corruption and betrayal.
As characters grapple with their desires, readers are prompted to consider the cost of ambition.

Redemption and Forgiveness

Many characters, particularly Anna�g, seek redemption for their past actions. This theme is woven throughout
the narrative, showcasing the struggle for forgiveness and the possibility of change. The journey of self-
discovery and the quest for a second chance add emotional weight to the story.

Unity in Diversity

The diverse backgrounds of the protagonists highlight the importance of unity in the face of adversity. The
characters must learn to work together, overcoming their differences to combat a common threat. This theme
resonates with the broader lore of the Elder Scrolls, emphasizing the value of collaboration and
understanding among the various races and factions of Tamriel.

Connection to the Elder Scrolls Lore

As part of the Elder Scrolls universe, "The Infernal City" enriches the established lore while introducing new
elements that expand the narrative landscape.

Bridging the Gap

The novel serves as a crucial bridge between "Oblivion" and "Skyrim," addressing unresolved plot points and
character arcs. For fans, this connection provides a deeper understanding of the events leading to "Skyrim,"
enhancing the overall experience of the series.



Expanding the Universe

Keyes introduces new locations, factions, and lore that enrich the Elder Scrolls mythos. The floating city
itself, a creation of Daedric influence, offers a glimpse into the ongoing struggles between the mortal realm and
the realms of the Daedra. The novel also explores the political landscape of Tamriel, showcasing the power
dynamics among various factions.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Infernal City" received a positive reception from both critics and fans. It was praised for
its engaging storytelling, rich character development, and immersive world-building.

Critical Acclaim

- World-Building: Critics lauded Keyes' ability to create a vivid and immersive world, capturing the essence of
the Elder Scrolls series.

- Character Development: The depth of the characters and their personal journeys resonated with readers,
making them relatable and compelling.

- Integration of Lore: Fans appreciated the seamless integration of established lore with new elements, enhancing
their understanding of the Elder Scrolls universe.

Legacy in the Elder Scrolls Franchise

"The Infernal City" has left a lasting impact on the Elder Scrolls franchise. It opened the door for further
exploration of the series through literature, paving the way for future novels and expanded narratives within
the universe. The themes and characters introduced in this novel continue to resonate with fans, contributing
to the ongoing popularity of the Elder Scrolls series.

Conclusion

In summary, "The Infernal City" stands as a significant work within the Elder Scrolls lore, weaving together
rich themes, complex characters, and engaging storytelling. It not only bridges the narrative gap between
"Oblivion" and "Skyrim" but also expands the universe in ways that continue to captivate fans. For those
interested in the Elder Scrolls series, this novel offers a compelling journey into the heart of Tamriel, filled
with adventure, intrigue, and the enduring struggle for power and redemption. Whether you're a long-time fan or
new to the series, "The Infernal City" is a must-read that enhances the overall experience of the Elder Scrolls
saga.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Infernal City' in the Elder Scrolls universe?

'The Infernal City' is a novel set in the Elder Scrolls universe, written by Greg Keyes, which takes place between
the events of 'The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion' and 'The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim'. It introduces new characters



and expands on the lore of Tamriel.

Who are the main characters in 'The Infernal City'?

The main characters include Anna�g, a young woman with a mysterious past; the powerful mage, the
Archmagister of the Mages Guild; and a group of heroes from different backgrounds who come together to
confront the threat posed by the floating city.

What is the significance of the floating city in the story?

The floating city, known as the Infernal City, is a central element of the plot as it is a manifestation of a
Daedric Prince's power and ambition. Its arrival threatens the stability of Tamriel and serves as a catalyst
for the characters' adventures.

How does 'The Infernal City' connect to the gameplay of the Elder Scrolls
games?

While 'The Infernal City' is primarily a novel, it enriches the lore and setting of the Elder Scrolls games by
providing backstory and context for events leading up to 'Skyrim', enhancing the overall narrative experience
for players.

What themes are explored in 'The Infernal City'?

Themes of power, ambition, sacrifice, and the struggle between good and evil are explored throughout 'The
Infernal City', reflecting the complex moral landscape typical of the Elder Scrolls series.

Are there any notable references to other Elder Scrolls lore in the book?

Yes, 'The Infernal City' contains numerous references to established Elder Scrolls lore, including mentions of
familiar locations, Daedric Princes, and historical events that shape the world of Tamriel.

Is 'The Infernal City' considered canon within the Elder Scrolls lore?

Yes, 'The Infernal City' is considered part of the Elder Scrolls canon, as it was officially published and
written to fit within the established lore of the Elder Scrolls universe.
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