el filibusterismo by jose rizal

El Filibusterismo is a seminal work by the Filipino national hero, José
Rizal, who used literature as a means to advocate for social reforms and
national identity. This novel, the sequel to Rizal's first work, Noli Me
Tangere, was published in 1891 and serves as a powerful critique of the
Spanish colonial government and the socio-political issues in the Philippines
during the late 19th century. Through its intricate narrative and
multifaceted characters, El Filibusterismo explores themes of revolution,
justice, and the quest for freedom, ultimately reflecting Rizal's vision for
a better Philippines.

Historical Context

To understand El Filibusterismo, one must first appreciate the historical
context in which it was written. The Philippines was under Spanish colonial
rule for over three centuries, during which the Filipino people faced
oppression, exploitation, and a lack of basic rights. The late 19th century
marked a period of awakening among Filipinos, with growing sentiments of
nationalism and calls for reform. Rizal, a key figure in the Philippine
reform movement, sought to address these issues through his writings.

1. The State of the Philippines:

- Widespread poverty and inequality

- Corruption within the colonial government

- The oppressive role of the Catholic Church

- The emergence of nationalist sentiments among Filipinos

2. Rizal's Life:

- Born on June 19, 1861, in Calamba, Laguna

- Studied in Europe, where he was exposed to liberal ideas

- Became an advocate for peaceful reforms rather than violent revolution

Plot Overview

EL Filibusterismo picks up thirteen years after the events of Noli Me
Tangere. The narrative follows the character of Simoun, a wealthy jeweler who
is actually the disquised version of Crisostomo Ibarra, the protagonist from
the first novel. Simoun returns to the Philippines after years abroad,
harboring a deep resentment against the Spanish authorities for the
injustices faced by his people.



Main Characters

1. Simoun: The protagonist who seeks revenge against the oppressive system.
2. Basilio: A student who becomes disillusioned and ultimately joins Simoun's
cause.

3. Isagani: A passionate young man who grapples with his ideals and the
consequences of revolution.

4. Father Florentino: A priest who embodies the moral and ethical dilemmas
faced by the clergy.

5. Don Custodio: A wealthy and influential figure who represents the corrupt
elite.

Major Themes

EL Filibusterismo delves into various themes that resonate deeply with its
readers:

1. Revolution vs. Reform: Simoun's character embodies the struggle between
advocating for reform through peaceful means and the desire for violent
revolution.

2. Corruption and Greed: The novel exposes the corrupt practices of the
Spanish officials and the wealthy class, highlighting the impact of greed on
society.

3. National Identity: Rizal emphasizes the importance of national identity
and unity among Filipinos in their fight against colonial oppression.

4. The Role of Religion: The novel critiques the powerful influence of the
Catholic Church in the Philippines, portraying it as a corrupt institution
that exploits the faithful.

Literary Significance

ELl Filibusterismo is not only a work of fiction; it is a powerful political
statement that has left a lasting impact on Philippine literature and
history. Rizal's use of symbolism, character development, and social
commentary makes this novel a crucial part of the Philippine literary canon.

Symbolism in El Filibusterismo

Rizal employs various symbols throughout the novel to convey deeper meanings:

1. The Lamp: Represents enlightenment and knowledge. Simoun's desire to
ignite change through the lamp symbolizes the awakening of the Filipino
people.

2. The River: A recurring motif in the novel, the river signifies the flow of



time and change, as well as the struggles for freedom and justice.
3. The Wedding: The wedding scene in the novel serves as a metaphor for the
union of the oppressed against their oppressors.

Impact on Philippine Society

The publication of El Filibusterismo had significant repercussions in
Philippine society. It fueled the revolutionary spirit among Filipinos and
inspired many to join the fight for independence. The novel's themes of
justice, equality, and national pride resonated with the masses, leading to a
greater awareness of the need for social reforms.

1. Inspiration for Revolution: The novel inspired the Katipunan, a
revolutionary society that played a pivotal role in the Philippine Revolution
against Spain.

2. Censorship and Repression: The Spanish colonial government recognized the
power of Rizal's words and attempted to suppress the novel, further
illustrating the fear of educated Filipinos advocating for change.

3. Rizal's Legacy: The ideas presented in El Filibusterismo continue to
influence Filipino nationalism and the ongoing struggle for social justice in
the Philippines.

Conclusion

El Filibusterismo stands as a testament to José Rizal's brilliance as a
writer and thinker. Through this powerful novel, he articulated the struggles
of the Filipino people and their quest for freedom, justice, and national
identity. The themes and characters in the novel not only reflect the socio-
political realities of Rizal's time but also serve as timeless reminders of
the importance of fighting against oppression and advocating for a just
society. As we reflect on Rizal's legacy, El Filibusterismo remains relevant,
inspiring generations to continue the pursuit of a better Philippines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'El Filibusterismo'?

The main theme of 'El Filibusterismo' revolves around social injustice, the
corruption of the Spanish colonial government, and the call for reform and
revolution in the Philippines.

How does 'El Filibusterismo' relate to the



historical context of the Philippines?

'El Filibusterismo' is set during the late 19th century, a time of increasing
discontent among Filipinos against Spanish colonial rule, and it reflects the
growing desire for independence and social justice.

Who is the main character in 'El Filibusterismo' and
what is his mission?

The main character is Simoun, a wealthy jeweler who is actually the
protagonist of the first novel, 'Noli Me Tangere', seeking revenge against
the corrupt authorities and aiming to incite a revolution.

What literary techniques does Rizal use in 'El
Filibusterismo'?

Rizal employs satire, symbolism, and character development to critique the
social and political issues in the Philippines, making his narrative both
engaging and thought-provoking.

What is the significance of the title 'El
Filibusterismo'?

The title 'El Filibusterismo' refers to the concept of filibustering, or
rebellion, reflecting the revolutionary ideas and the desire for change that
permeate the novel.

How did 'El Filibusterismo' impact the Philippine
Revolution?

'El Filibusterismo' inspired many Filipinos to fight for their rights and
freedoms, ultimately contributing to the rise of revolutionary movements that
sought independence from Spanish rule.
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