
egyptian tarot deck cards

Egyptian tarot deck cards have captivated the imagination of tarot enthusiasts and historians alike,

blending the mystical traditions of ancient Egypt with the art of divination. With their rich symbolism

and intricate designs, these cards provide a unique perspective on the tarot experience. In this article,

we will explore the origins, structure, symbolism, and uses of Egyptian tarot deck cards, along with tips

for reading and interpreting them.

Origins of the Egyptian Tarot Deck

The history of tarot is a complex tapestry woven from various cultural influences, with the Egyptian

tarot deck emerging as a prominent variant. Its origins can be traced back to the early 20th century,

when Western esoteric traditions began to revive ancient Egyptian mythology and symbolism.

The fascination with ancient Egypt was reignited in the 19th century due to archaeological discoveries

and the influx of Egyptology. Key figures, such as the artist and occultist Aleister Crowley, played a

significant role in popularizing the concept of an Egyptian tarot. Crowley, in collaboration with artist

Frieda Harris, created the Thoth Tarot deck, which incorporates many Egyptian themes and symbols.

Structure of the Egyptian Tarot Deck

Like traditional tarot decks, the Egyptian tarot deck consists of 78 cards divided into two main sections:

the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.



Major Arcana

The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards, each representing significant life events, spiritual lessons, or

archetypal energies. In the Egyptian tarot, these cards often draw directly from deities, myths, and

symbols of ancient Egypt. Some notable cards include:

1. The Fool (The Fool) - Symbolizes new beginnings and innocence.

2. The Magician (Thoth) - Represents manifestation, willpower, and skill.

3. The High Priestess (Isis) - Embodies intuition, mystery, and the subconscious.

4. The Lovers (Osiris and Isis) - Reflects duality, love, and partnerships.

5. The Wheel of Fortune (The Wheel of Ankh) - Signifies cycles, destiny, and change.

Each card in the Major Arcana carries profound symbolism rooted in Egyptian mythology, adding

layers of meaning to the tarot reading.

Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana consists of 56 cards, divided into four suits: Cups, Wands, Swords, and Pentacles.

While the suits may resemble those in traditional tarot decks, the Egyptian Minor Arcana often

incorporates symbols and themes from ancient Egyptian culture.

- Cups - Often associated with water and emotion, the Cups suit may feature symbols like the Nile or

Egyptian deities related to love and relationships.

- Wands - Representing creativity and action, the Wands suit might include motifs like the ankh or

hieroglyphs representing growth and vitality.

- Swords - Tied to intellect and conflict, the Swords suit may draw on images of ancient weaponry or

gods associated with war and wisdom.

- Pentacles - Linked to the material world and finances, the Pentacles suit often includes symbols of

agriculture, wealth, and abundance drawn from ancient Egyptian life.



Symbolism in Egyptian Tarot Deck Cards

The Egyptian tarot deck is rich in symbolism, with each card offering a glimpse into the beliefs, values,

and mythology of ancient Egyptian culture. Understanding the symbolism is crucial for accurate

interpretation.

Key Symbols

1. Deities - Many cards feature representations of Egyptian gods and goddesses, such as Ra, Anubis,

and Hathor, each embodying specific attributes and energies that influence the card's meaning.

2. Hieroglyphs - The use of hieroglyphs on the cards adds an additional layer of meaning, often

reflecting concepts of protection, guidance, or power.

3. Animals - Animals hold significant symbolism in Egyptian culture. For instance, cats symbolize

independence and intuition, while falcons represent foresight and divine connection.

4. The Ankh - This ancient symbol of life serves as a reminder of the spiritual journey and the quest

for immortality.

5. Color Schemes - The colors used in the cards are not arbitrary; they often represent various

energies. For example, gold signifies wealth and divine connection, while blue may represent

tranquility and emotional depth.

Using the Egyptian Tarot Deck

Reading the Egyptian tarot deck requires both intuition and a solid understanding of the cards'

meanings. Here are some steps to help you get started:



Preparation

1. Choose a Quiet Space - Find a comfortable and quiet space free from distractions.

2. Set an Intention - Before you begin, take a moment to set your intention. What question or issue do

you want to explore?

3. Ground Yourself - Take deep breaths, and focus on being present in the moment.

Shuffling and Drawing Cards

1. Shuffle the Deck - As you shuffle, concentrate on your question or intention.

2. Draw Cards - Depending on your chosen spread, draw the appropriate number of cards. Common

spreads include the three-card spread (past, present, future) and the Celtic Cross.

Interpreting the Cards

1. Consider the Position - Each card's position in the spread can affect its meaning. For example, a

card in the past position may speak to experiences that have influenced the present.

2. Combine Meanings - Look at the cards together, considering how their meanings interact. This

holistic approach can provide deeper insights.

3. Trust Your Intuition - While understanding the traditional meanings is important, trust your instincts.

Often, your intuition will guide you to the most relevant interpretation for your situation.

Conclusion

Egyptian tarot deck cards offer a fascinating blend of ancient wisdom and modern divination practices.

Their rich symbolism and connection to Egyptian mythology provide a powerful tool for self-discovery

and spiritual exploration. Whether you are a seasoned tarot reader or just beginning your journey, the



Egyptian tarot deck invites you to delve into the mysteries of the past while gaining insight into your

present and future. By embracing the unique attributes of these cards, you can enhance your tarot

practice and deepen your understanding of yourself and the world around you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an Egyptian Tarot deck and how does it differ from traditional

Tarot decks?

An Egyptian Tarot deck is a specialized set of tarot cards that incorporates themes, symbols, and

imagery from ancient Egyptian mythology and culture. Unlike traditional tarot decks, which often use

European motifs, the Egyptian Tarot draws on the rich symbolism of Egyptian gods, pharaohs, and

hieroglyphs, providing a unique perspective for readings.

Can you explain the significance of the Egyptian symbols used in the

tarot cards?

Egyptian symbols in tarot cards, such as the Ankh (representing life), the Eye of Horus (symbolizing

protection), and the Scarab (signifying transformation), hold deep meanings that enhance the

interpretation of the cards. Each symbol connects to spiritual themes and lessons, offering insight into

the querent's journey.

How can I start using an Egyptian Tarot deck for personal readings?

To start using an Egyptian Tarot deck, first familiarize yourself with the cards and their meanings.

Begin by setting a clear intention for your reading, shuffle the deck while focusing on your question,

and draw cards based on your preferred spread. Reflect on the imagery and symbols, and trust your

intuition to interpret the messages.



What are some popular spreads specifically designed for Egyptian

Tarot readings?

Popular spreads for Egyptian Tarot readings include the 'Ankh Spread,' which explores themes of life

and rebirth, and the 'Pharaoh's Journey Spread,' which provides insight into personal growth and

destiny. Each spread is designed to align with the spiritual teachings of ancient Egypt, enhancing the

depth of the reading.

Is there a specific way to cleanse and charge an Egyptian Tarot deck?

Yes, cleansing and charging an Egyptian Tarot deck can be done through various methods. Common

practices include placing the deck under moonlight, using incense such as sandalwood or

frankincense, or visualizing white light surrounding the cards. This process helps to clear any negative

energies and align the deck with your intentions.

Are there any resources or books that focus on the Egyptian Tarot?

Yes, there are several resources available for those interested in the Egyptian Tarot. Books such as

'The Egyptian Tarot: A Beginner's Guide' and 'Tarot of the Egyptians' by Crowley provide insights into

the symbolism, history, and interpretation of the cards. Additionally, online courses and forums can

offer community support and guidance.
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