
edwin gordon music learning theory
Edwin Gordon Music Learning Theory is a comprehensive framework designed to
understand how individuals learn music. Developed by Edwin E. Gordon, a prominent
music educator and researcher, this theory provides insights into the processes and stages
of music learning. Through this approach, educators can tailor their teaching methods to
fit the varying needs of students, ensuring a more effective and engaging musical
education. In this article, we will explore the key concepts of Edwin Gordon's Music
Learning Theory, its implications for music education, and practical applications for
teachers and learners alike.

Understanding Edwin Gordon's Music Learning
Theory

Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory is built on the premise that music learning is akin
to language acquisition. Gordon emphasizes that music is a natural human activity, and
everyone has the potential to learn it. His theory is grounded in several core concepts,
which we will outline below.

Core Concepts of Music Learning Theory

1. Audiation:
At the heart of Gordon's theory is the concept of audiation, which refers to the ability to
hear and comprehend music in one's mind, even in the absence of sound. Just as
individuals learn to think in a language before they can speak it, they must develop the
ability to audiation music before they can perform it.

2. Music Aptitude:
Gordon proposed that music aptitude is a predictor of a person's potential to learn music.
He developed the Gordon Music Aptitude Profile, a tool for assessing a student's music
aptitude, which can help educators tailor their teaching methods to meet individual needs.

3. Learning Sequence:
The theory outlines a sequential process of music learning, which includes multiple stages:
- Preliminary Stage: Involves basic listening and responding to music.
- Initial Stage: Focuses on simple musical patterns and phrases.
- Developing Stage: Introduces more complex musical ideas and structures.
- Advanced Stage: Includes the ability to create and manipulate music independently.

4. Types of Learning:
Gordon distinguishes between two types of learning: formal and informal. Formal learning
occurs in structured environments such as classrooms, while informal learning happens
through everyday experiences and interactions with music.



Implications for Music Education

The implications of Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory are profound for music
educators. By understanding the principles of this theory, teachers can create more
effective learning environments that nurture musical growth.

Differentiated Instruction

One of the key takeaways from Gordon's theory is the importance of differentiated
instruction. Since students have varying levels of music aptitude and learning styles,
educators should consider the following strategies:

- Assess Individual Aptitude: Use tools like the Gordon Music Aptitude Profile to identify
each student's strengths and weaknesses.
- Tailor Lessons: Design lessons that cater to different learning stages and styles. For
instance, some students may thrive in an auditory learning environment, while others may
benefit from visual or kinesthetic approaches.
- Encourage Audiation: Incorporate exercises that enhance students' audiation skills, such
as singing, clapping, and playing by ear.

Curriculum Development

Gordon's Music Learning Theory can greatly influence curriculum development in music
education. A well-structured curriculum should:

- Focus on Audiation: Integrate activities that promote audiation, such as improvisation
and composition.
- Incorporate Varied Musical Genres: Expose students to a wide range of musical styles to
broaden their understanding and appreciation of music.
- Include Performance Opportunities: Provide students with chances to perform, which
reinforces their learning and builds confidence.

Practical Applications of Gordon's Music Learning
Theory

Implementing Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory in the classroom involves practical
strategies that educators can adopt to enhance their teaching methods.

Creating an Audiation-Friendly Environment

To foster audiation skills, music teachers can create an environment that encourages



active listening and musical exploration. Here’s how:

- Use Quality Recordings: Play high-quality recordings of various music styles to expose
students to different musical elements.
- Encourage Active Participation: Facilitate activities where students can sing, clap, or
play instruments in response to music.
- Promote Group Learning: Organize group activities where students can collaborate and
share their musical ideas.

Assessment and Feedback

Assessment is an integral part of music education, and Gordon's theory supports a
formative approach. Teachers should:

- Provide Continuous Feedback: Give students regular feedback on their progress, helping
them understand their strengths and areas for improvement.
- Use Peer Assessment: Encourage students to assess each other’s performances, fostering
a sense of community and collaborative learning.
- Monitor Audiation Skills: Regularly check for improvements in audiation through
informal assessments like singing and improvisation exercises.

Conclusion

Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory offers a rich framework for understanding how
individuals learn music. By emphasizing the importance of audiation, music aptitude, and
differentiated instruction, this theory equips educators with the tools to create effective
and engaging music learning experiences. As music educators adopt these principles, they
can foster a deeper understanding of music among their students, paving the way for a
lifelong appreciation and love for music. Through the practical applications of Gordon’s
theory, music education can become a more inclusive and enriching experience for all
learners, nurturing their innate musical potential and encouraging their creative
expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory?
Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory is a comprehensive framework that explains how
individuals learn music, emphasizing the importance of audiation, which is the ability to
hear and comprehend music in the mind even without it being physically present.

How does audiation play a role in Gordon's Music



Learning Theory?
Audiation is central to Gordon's theory, as it represents the cognitive process through
which individuals understand, interpret, and create music. It is considered the foundation
for all musical learning and development.

What are the different stages of music learning
according to Edwin Gordon?
Gordon outlines several stages of music learning, including pre-audiation, audiation, and
performance. Each stage represents a step in the cognitive development of musical
understanding and skills.

How can educators apply Gordon's Music Learning
Theory in the classroom?
Educators can apply Gordon's theory by incorporating activities that enhance audiation
skills, such as singing, improvisation, and listening exercises, which support the
development of musical understanding in students.

What is the significance of 'music aptitude' in Gordon's
theory?
Music aptitude refers to an individual's potential for musical learning, as identified by
Gordon's Music Aptitude Profile. It is important for educators to assess and nurture this
aptitude to tailor effective music instruction.

How does Gordon's theory differ from traditional music
education approaches?
Gordon's Music Learning Theory differs from traditional approaches by focusing on the
cognitive processes involved in music learning, rather than solely on performance or
notation. It emphasizes understanding music through listening and internalizing sounds.

What role does improvisation have in Gordon's Music
Learning Theory?
Improvisation is a vital component of Gordon's theory, as it encourages creative
expression and reinforces audiation skills. It allows learners to experiment with musical
ideas and develop a deeper understanding of music.

Can Gordon's Music Learning Theory be applied to all
age groups?
Yes, Gordon's Music Learning Theory is applicable to learners of all ages, from young
children to adults. The principles of audiation and music learning can be adapted to suit
different developmental stages and learning contexts.



What assessments does Gordon recommend for
measuring music aptitude?
Gordon recommends using the Music Aptitude Profile, which includes a series of tests
designed to evaluate various aspects of musical ability, such as tonal and rhythmical skills,
to help educators understand a student's potential for music learning.

How has Edwin Gordon's Music Learning Theory
influenced contemporary music education?
Gordon's Music Learning Theory has significantly influenced contemporary music
education by promoting the importance of audiation and cognitive understanding in music
learning, leading to more holistic and effective teaching methodologies.
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