edwidge danticat the farming of bones

Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of Bones is a poignant exploration of identity, memory, and the
haunting legacy of violence. Set against the backdrop of the 1937 Parsley Massacre, where thousands
of Haitian immigrants were brutally killed by the Dominican Republic’s dictator, Rafael Trujillo,
Danticat’s novel unfurls a tapestry of personal and collective trauma. Through the lens of its
protagonist, Amabelle Desir, the book navigates themes of loss, resilience, and the search for
belonging, all while shedding light on a historical event that continues to resonate in contemporary
discussions of race and nationality in the Caribbean.

Background and Context

The Historical Significance

The Parsley Massacre is a dark chapter in the history of Haiti and the Dominican Republic,
characterized by its brutal nature and the racial tensions it exposed. Understanding the historical
context is crucial for grasping the depths of Danticat's narrative.

- The Dominican-Haitian Relations: For decades, the relationship between Haiti and the Dominican
Republic has been fraught with tension, largely rooted in historical grievances, racial differences, and
economic disparities. The massacre was an attempt by Trujillo to assert Dominican nationalism and
eradicate what he considered an insidious Haitian presence.

- The Role of Language: The term “parsley” serves as a chilling marker of identity. During the
massacre, Dominican soldiers would ask suspected Haitians to pronounce the Spanish word for
parsley, "perejil." Those who could not pronounce it correctly were often killed, underscoring how
language became a weapon of discrimination.

Edwidge Danticat: A Brief Biography

Edwidge Danticat was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 1969 and immigrated to the United States at
the age of 12. Her literature often reflects her Haitian heritage and the immigrant experience, marked
by themes of displacement, identity, and the diaspora's struggle.

- Awards and Recognition: Danticat is a celebrated author, recognized for her contributions to
literature through works like Breath, Eyes, Memory and Krik? Krak!. Her storytelling is noted for its
lyrical quality and emotional depth.

- Advocacy and Voice: Beyond her fiction, Danticat is an advocate for Haitian culture and social
issues. Her essays and public speaking often address the complexities of race, migration, and the
immigrant experience in America.



Plot Overview

The narrative of The Farming of Bones centers on Amabelle Desir, a young Haitian woman who serves
as a domestic worker in the Dominican Republic. The story unfolds as she grapples with her past, her
family's history, and the socio-political realities surrounding her.

Major Characters

- Amabelle Desir: The protagonist, whose journey through grief and survival is central to the narrative.
Her character embodies the struggle for identity and belonging amidst chaos.

- Sebastien: Amabelle's lover, whose fate becomes a pivotal element in her emotional turmoil and
quest for closure.

- Mireille: A friend who represents the shared struggles and experiences of the Haitian community in
the Dominican Republic.

- Papi and Maman: Amabelle's adoptive parents, whose stories highlight the generational trauma and
loss that permeate the narrative.

Thematic Exploration

Identity and Belonging

One of the predominant themes in Danticat's work is the exploration of identity, particularly in a
multicultural context. The characters grapple with their Haitian roots while navigating life in a foreign
land.

- Cultural Duality: Amabelle’s existence straddles two worlds - Haitian and Dominican. This duality
complicates her sense of self, as she often feels like an outsider in both cultures.

- Collective Memory: Danticat emphasizes the importance of memory in shaping identity. The

characters' recollections of their pasts serve as a means of preserving their heritage while confronting
the trauma that accompanies it.

Trauma and Resilience

Danticat poignantly illustrates the impact of trauma on individuals and communities. The horror of the
Parsley Massacre looms large in the background, casting a long shadow on the characters' lives.

- Personal and Historical Trauma: The novel intertwines personal narratives of loss with the broader
historical trauma of the massacre, showing how the past continues to influence the present.



- Resilience in Adversity: Despite the overwhelming grief and suffering, Danticat portrays a profound
sense of resilience among the characters. Amabelle's journey is not just about survival but also about
finding ways to heal and move forward.

Memory and Storytelling

Danticat uses storytelling as a powerful tool for remembering and honoring those lost to violence. The
act of narrating becomes a means of reclaiming agency in a world that seeks to silence.

- The Role of Oral Tradition: The characters often engage in storytelling as a way to connect with their
heritage and keep memories alive. This reflects the broader Haitian cultural practice of oral

storytelling, which serves as a means of preserving history.

- The Healing Power of Narration: Through her narrative, Danticat emphasizes that sharing stories can
be a cathartic process, allowing individuals to confront their pain and find solace in community.

Literary Style and Techniques

Danticat’s writing style in The Farming of Bones is characterized by its lyrical prose, rich imagery, and
emotional depth.

Imagery and Symbolism

- Nature as a Reflection of Emotion: Danticat often uses natural imagery to reflect the inner lives of
her characters. The landscape of the Dominican Republic serves as both a beautiful backdrop and a
site of trauma.

- Symbolism of Bones: The title itself serves as a powerful metaphor for memory and loss. Bones
represent the remnants of those who have suffered and the lasting impact of violence on the living.

Structural Choices

- Non-linear Narrative: The use of flashbacks allows readers to experience Amabelle's memories in a
fragmented manner, mirroring the chaotic nature of trauma.

- Multiple Perspectives: Danticat weaves together various voices and perspectives, enriching the
narrative and providing a more comprehensive understanding of the events surrounding the
massacre.



Conclusion

Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of Bones is a haunting exploration of the intersections of identity,
trauma, and memory, set against a backdrop of historical violence. Through the eyes of Amabelle
Desir, readers are invited to confront the complexities of Haitian and Dominican relations, the scars of
the past, and the enduring human spirit. Danticat's lyrical prose and emotional depth create a
powerful narrative that resonates with contemporary issues of race, belonging, and the necessity of
remembrance. As we delve into the intricacies of her storytelling, we are reminded of the importance
of acknowledging history, honoring those lost, and finding resilience in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Edwidge Danticat's
‘The Farming of Bones'?

The main themes include trauma, identity, displacement, and the impact of historical events on
personal lives, particularly focusing on the Haitian-Dominican border and the 1937 Parsley Massacre.

How does Danticat use the character of Amabelle Desir to
represent the Haitian experience?

Amabelle Desir serves as a lens through which readers experience the complexities of being Haitian
in the Dominican Republic, embodying themes of loss, resilience, and the struggle for belonging
amidst cultural and racial tensions.

In what ways does 'The Farming of Bones' address the
concept of memory?

The novel intricately weaves memories of Amabelle's past with her present struggles, highlighting
how personal and collective memories shape identity and influence the characters' responses to
trauma and loss.

What historical context is essential for understanding 'The
Farming of Bones'?

Understanding the historical context of the 1937 Parsley Massacre, where thousands of Haitians were
killed in the Dominican Republic, is crucial as it serves as a backdrop for the novel and informs the
characters' experiences and motivations.

How does Edwidge Danticat portray the relationship between
Haitians and Dominicans in the novel?

Danticat portrays a complex and often fraught relationship, marked by cultural tensions, prejudice,
and historical conflict, while also illustrating moments of solidarity and shared humanity between



individuals from both backgrounds.

What role does the setting play in ‘'The Farming of Bones'?

The setting is vital as it reflects the harsh realities of life along the Haitian-Dominican border,
symbolizing the struggles of the characters, the historical trauma of the region, and the broader
themes of migration and survival.
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