
edtpa assessment commentary example
for special education

edTPA assessment commentary example for special education provides a
framework for teacher candidates to demonstrate their competency in planning,
instruction, and assessment. This performance-based assessment is
specifically designed to evaluate the readiness of future educators,
particularly those specializing in special education, to effectively support
diverse learners. In this article, we will explore the components of the
edTPA assessment, provide an example of commentary relevant to special
education, and discuss the implications for teaching practice.

Understanding the edTPA Assessment

The edTPA is a nationally recognized assessment process that evaluates a
teacher candidate's ability to plan, deliver, and assess instruction.
Developed by Stanford University, it consists of a portfolio that includes
lesson plans, instructional materials, video recordings of teaching, and
reflective commentaries. The edTPA is divided into several key components:

Planning: This section demonstrates how educators plan for diverse
learners, including setting learning objectives and selecting
appropriate instructional strategies.

Instruction: Candidates must provide evidence of their teaching
practices through video clips, showcasing their interaction with
students and the effectiveness of their instructional methods.

Assessment: This component focuses on how educators assess student
learning and use data to inform their instructional decisions.

Reflection: Candidates are required to reflect on their teaching
practices, evaluating their effectiveness and identifying areas for
improvement.

For special education candidates, the edTPA provides an opportunity to
showcase their ability to adapt instruction and assessment to meet the unique
needs of students with disabilities.

Components of edTPA for Special Education

To successfully complete the edTPA, special education candidates must pay
close attention to specific components that highlight their skills in
addressing the needs of students with disabilities. These components include:

1. Context for Learning



The context for learning section requires candidates to describe their
classroom environment, the characteristics of their students, and any
relevant factors that may influence teaching and learning. This is especially
important for special education, where candidates should include:

- Demographics of Students: Describe the diversity of the classroom,
including cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic factors.
- Individual Education Plans (IEPs): Detail how IEPs inform instructional
strategies and assessment methods.
- Learning Environment: Discuss the physical setup of the classroom and any
accommodations provided to support students with disabilities.

2. Lesson Planning

In the lesson planning section, candidates must develop detailed lesson plans
that demonstrate their ability to create inclusive learning experiences. Key
elements to focus on include:

- Learning Objectives: Clearly state objectives that are measurable and
appropriate for students with varying abilities.
- Differentiated Instruction: Describe strategies used to differentiate
instruction, such as tiered assignments or flexible grouping.
- Accommodations and Modifications: Highlight specific accommodations and
modifications made for students with disabilities to ensure access to the
curriculum.

3. Instructional Strategies

Candidates must provide evidence of effective instructional strategies that
are inclusive and engaging. This may involve:

- Engagement Techniques: Explain how the candidate fosters engagement among
all students, particularly those with disabilities.
- Use of Technology: Discuss how technology is utilized to enhance learning
for students with special needs.
- Classroom Management: Describe strategies for maintaining an inclusive and
supportive classroom environment.

4. Assessment of Student Learning

The assessment component requires candidates to demonstrate how they assess
student learning through formative and summative assessments. Important
aspects to include are:

- Assessment Tools: Identify the tools used to assess students’ progress,
including both formal and informal assessments.
- Data Analysis: Explain how data from assessments are analyzed to inform
instruction and support student learning.
- Feedback: Discuss the importance of providing timely and constructive
feedback to students, particularly those with unique learning needs.



5. Reflection and Professional Learning

Reflection is a critical part of the edTPA process. Candidates should reflect
on their teaching practices by considering:

- Successes and Challenges: Identify what worked well and what did not during
instruction.
- Student Progress: Analyze student learning outcomes and how they align with
the learning objectives.
- Future Improvements: Outline specific changes that will be made in future
instruction based on reflections.

Example of edTPA Assessment Commentary for
Special Education

To illustrate how candidates can effectively write commentary for the edTPA
assessment, here is an example focused on a lesson designed for a special
education classroom.

Context for Learning

In my special education classroom, I have six students, each with unique
learning needs. Among them are three students with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), two students with specific learning disabilities (SLD), and one
student with an emotional disturbance (ED). Each student has an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) that outlines specific accommodations and modifications
to support their learning. The classroom is equipped with visual supports,
assistive technology, and flexible seating arrangements to promote engagement
and accessibility.

Lesson Planning

The lesson focused on developing students’ reading comprehension skills
through a shared reading of a fiction text. The learning objective was for
students to identify the main idea and supporting details of the story. To
differentiate instruction, I employed tiered assignments based on student
readiness levels. For example, students with SLD worked on identifying the
main idea using picture cues, while those with ASD participated in a graphic
organizer to help structure their thoughts.

Accommodations included allowing additional time for task completion and
providing a quiet space for students who needed a sensory break. I also
incorporated the use of a digital tool that allowed students to record their
responses verbally, which benefited those who struggle with writing.

Instructional Strategies

During the lesson, I utilized various engagement techniques, including
interactive read-alouds and think-pair-share activities. I encouraged



students to discuss their thoughts with partners before sharing with the
class, which fostered collaboration and communication. The use of technology
was instrumental as I integrated interactive e-books that provided visual and
auditory support. Classroom management strategies included establishing clear
expectations and providing positive reinforcement to promote a supportive
learning environment.

Assessment of Student Learning

I assessed students’ understanding through a combination of formative
assessments, including observation during group discussions and a follow-up
activity where students illustrated the main idea and supporting details. I
analyzed the data collected from these assessments, noting that all students
demonstrated varying levels of understanding. For instance, students with SLD
successfully identified the main idea with minimal prompting, while students
with ASD required additional support to articulate their thoughts.

Feedback was provided promptly, emphasizing the strengths of each student’s
work and encouraging further exploration of the text. I also offered specific
strategies to help students improve their comprehension skills, such as using
visual aids and summaries.

Reflection and Professional Learning

Reflecting on the lesson, I found that students were engaged and showed
progress in identifying the main idea. However, some students struggled with
articulating their thoughts. Moving forward, I will incorporate more visual
supports and modeling to assist students in expressing their understanding. I
also plan to seek feedback from colleagues on best practices for supporting
students with disabilities in reading comprehension.

Conclusion

The edTPA assessment is a vital tool for evaluating the readiness of teacher
candidates, especially in special education settings. By providing a
structured framework for planning, instruction, assessment, and reflection,
candidates can effectively demonstrate their ability to meet the diverse
needs of learners. The example commentary illustrates how candidates can
articulate their teaching practices, highlight their understanding of diverse
learning needs, and reflect on their professional growth. Ultimately, the
edTPA serves as a significant step in preparing future educators to create
inclusive and effective learning environments for all students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the edTPA assessment specifically designed
for special education teachers?

The edTPA assessment is a performance-based evaluation that measures the



teaching skills and effectiveness of candidates in special education. It
assesses their ability to plan, instruct, and assess student learning.

What components are included in an edTPA assessment
commentary for special education?

The commentary typically includes sections on lesson planning, instructional
strategies, assessment of student learning, and reflection on the
effectiveness of the teaching practices used.

How can candidates demonstrate differentiation in
their edTPA commentary for special education?

Candidates can demonstrate differentiation by providing examples of how they
tailored instruction and assessments to meet the diverse needs of their
students, including adaptations and modifications for individual learning
goals.

What role does student feedback play in the edTPA
commentary for special education?

Student feedback is crucial as it helps candidates reflect on their teaching
effectiveness and make necessary adjustments to instruction. Candidates
should analyze how feedback was collected and used to inform future lessons.

How should candidates address the challenges of
teaching students with disabilities in their edTPA
commentary?

Candidates should acknowledge specific challenges faced in the classroom and
describe strategies employed to overcome them, including any support services
or resources utilized to enhance student learning.

What examples of assessment should be included in an
edTPA commentary for special education?

Candidates should include examples of formative and summative assessments,
detailing how these assessments aligned with learning objectives and how they
measured student progress towards IEP goals.

How can candidates effectively reflect on their
teaching practices in the edTPA commentary?

Effective reflection involves analyzing what worked well, what didn’t, and
why. Candidates should discuss specific instances from their teaching, the
impact on student engagement and learning, and plans for improvement.

What strategies can candidates use to ensure their
edTPA commentary aligns with state standards for



special education?

Candidates should familiarize themselves with state standards and explicitly
reference how their lesson plans and assessments align with these standards,
demonstrating an understanding of the legal and educational framework guiding
special education.
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