
edith wharton the other two

Edith Wharton The Other Two is a poignant short story that delves into the complexities of marriage,
identity, and societal expectations during the early 20th century. Published in 1916, this narrative
showcases Wharton's keen insight into human emotions and the intricacies of relationships. Through her
masterful storytelling, she examines the lives of her characters, exploring themes that resonate even today.
In this article, we will explore the main themes, character analysis, and the enduring relevance of "The
Other Two."

Overview of the Story

"The Other Two" revolves around the life of Alice Haskett, a woman who has been married three times.
The story unfolds through the perspective of her current husband, Mr. Haskett, as he navigates the
complexities of his wife's past relationships. The narrative is set against the backdrop of New York high
society, emphasizing the social norms and expectations of the time.

Plot Summary

The plot of "The Other Two" is built around Mr. Haskett's growing discomfort with Alice's previous
marriages. As he learns more about her past, he grapples with feelings of jealousy and insecurity. The story
can be broken down into the following key events:

Introduction of Characters: We meet Mr. Haskett, who is both intrigued and troubled by his wife’s1.
past.

Alice's Ex-Husbands: The revelation of Alice's previous marriages to two distinct men, both of whom2.
have their own stories and implications for Alice's character.

Mr. Haskett’s Struggle: The internal conflict Mr. Haskett experiences as he comes to terms with3.
Alice's history.

The Climax: A pivotal moment where Mr. Haskett confronts his feelings about Alice's past and its4.
impact on their marriage.

Conclusion: The story wraps up with Mr. Haskett's realization of the complexity of love and5.
relationships.



Thematic Exploration

Edith Wharton’s "The Other Two" examines several themes that are deeply embedded within the
narrative. Here are some of the most prominent themes:

1. Identity and Self-Perception

Alice Haskett's character is a study in the evolution of identity. Each marriage has shaped who she is, and
Mr. Haskett’s perception of her is clouded by his awareness of her past. This theme raises questions about
how relationships influence our sense of self.

2. Jealousy and Insecurity

Mr. Haskett’s jealousy serves as a focal point for the emotional tension in the story. His feelings reflect
societal norms regarding masculinity and the fear of inadequacy in the face of a partner’s past. This theme
highlights the vulnerability that accompanies love and commitment.

3. The Burden of the Past

The weight of Alice's previous marriages is a constant presence in the story. Wharton illustrates how one's
past can affect current relationships and how individuals must navigate these histories to build a future. The
exploration of this burden prompts readers to consider the implications of past choices and experiences.

4. Social Expectations

Set in the upper echelons of New York society, Wharton’s narrative also critiques the rigid social
structures that dictate personal relationships. The characters are often trapped by societal norms, which
influence their behavior and choices, leading to conflict between personal desires and social expectations.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Other Two" is essential for grasping the story’s depth.



Alice Haskett

Alice is a complex character who embodies the struggles of women during Wharton's time. She is
portrayed as graceful and composed, yet her past marriages complicate her relationship with Mr. Haskett.
Alice’s journey reflects the societal limitations placed on women and their search for autonomy and
happiness.

Mr. Haskett

Mr. Haskett represents the traditional male perspective, grappling with his emotions as he learns more
about his wife. His character is defined by his insecurities and jealousy, serving as a mirror to the societal
expectations of masculinity. Through Mr. Haskett, Wharton explores themes of love, trust, and the fear of
inadequacy.

The Other Two

The two ex-husbands, while not as deeply explored as Alice and Mr. Haskett, play crucial roles in shaping
the narrative. They symbolize Alice's past and the societal views on divorce and remarriage. Their
presence in the story adds depth to Alice's character and further complicates her current marriage.

Literary Techniques

Wharton employs various literary techniques that enhance the narrative's impact:

1. Symbolism

The character of Alice serves as a symbol of the changing roles of women in society. Her three marriages
represent the evolving nature of love and commitment, while Mr. Haskett’s struggle symbolizes the
societal pressures faced by men.

2. Irony

The story is rich with irony, particularly in Mr. Haskett’s realization that his wife’s past does not diminish
their love. This irony highlights the complexities of human relationships and the often contradictory nature



of love and jealousy.

3. Dialogue

Wharton’s use of dialogue reveals the nuances of her characters' relationships. The interactions between
Mr. Haskett and Alice, as well as references to the other two husbands, provide insight into their emotional
states and the societal pressures they face.

Enduring Relevance

Even today, "The Other Two" resonates with contemporary audiences. The themes of jealousy, identity,
and societal expectations remain relevant in discussions about relationships and personal growth. Wharton’s
exploration of the complexities of love and the impact of the past on the present continues to provide
valuable insights into human emotions.

Conclusion

In summary, Edith Wharton’s "The Other Two" is a profound exploration of marriage, identity, and societal
norms. Through her rich character development and thematic depth, Wharton invites readers to reflect on
the nature of love and the complexities that accompany it. The story's relevance persists, making it a
timeless piece that continues to engage and challenge audiences today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in Edith Wharton's 'The Other Two'?
The story explores themes of marriage, jealousy, social class, and the complexities of personal relationships.

Who are the main characters in 'The Other Two'?
The main characters are Alice Waythorn, her husband Waythorn, and her two former husbands, which
create a dynamic of past and present relationships.

How does Wharton depict the social dynamics of her time in 'The Other



Two'?
Wharton uses the interactions between characters to highlight the rigid social structures and expectations of
the upper class in early 20th century America.

What is the significance of the title 'The Other Two'?
The title refers to Alice's previous marriages and how they continue to influence her current relationship,
emphasizing the lingering impact of past choices.

What narrative techniques does Wharton employ in 'The Other Two'?
Wharton uses a third-person limited perspective, allowing readers to understand Waythorn's inner
thoughts while maintaining a degree of narrative distance.

In what ways does 'The Other Two' reflect Wharton's views on gender
roles?
The story critiques traditional gender roles by showcasing Alice's independence and the societal pressures
faced by women in her situation.

How does Edith Wharton use irony in 'The Other Two'?
Wharton employs irony to highlight the contradictions between societal expectations and the characters'
true feelings, particularly regarding marriage and fidelity.

What is the role of setting in 'The Other Two'?
The setting, primarily within the confines of New York's upper-class society, serves as a backdrop for the
characters' interactions and amplifies the constraints they face.
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