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Ed Sheeran's "Perfect" is a heartfelt ballad that has captured the hearts of
listeners worldwide since its release as part of the acclaimed album,
"Divide." This song exemplifies Sheeran's brilliant songwriting ability,
combining poignant lyrics with an enchanting melody that resonates with
audiences. For aspiring pianists and music enthusiasts, the "Perfect" piano
sheets from the Divide songbook provide an excellent opportunity to learn and
perform this emotional piece. This article delves into the significance of
the song, an analysis of its musical elements, and tips for mastering the
piano arrangement.

Understanding "Perfect"

Released in 2017, "Perfect" quickly became one of Ed Sheeran’s signature
songs. It was written as a tribute to his girlfriend and later fiancée,
Cherry Seaborn. The song's themes of love, commitment, and nostalgia have
made it a popular choice for weddings, anniversaries, and romantic occasions.

Lyrics and Themes

The lyrics of "Perfect" are rich with imagery and emotion. Here are some key
themes explored in the song:

— True Love: The song paints a picture of finding one's soulmate and the
beauty of a deep, lasting relationship.

— Nostalgia: Sheeran reflects on moments shared with his partner, evoking a
sense of longing and reminiscence.

— Commitment: The chorus emphasizes a pledge of love, making it a perfect
anthem for couples.

Musical Composition

"Perfect" is characterized by its simple yet effective musical composition.
Here’s a breakdown of its main elements:

- Key: The song 1s primarily in the key of A major, which contributes to its
uplifting feel.

- Time Signature: It is written in a 4/4 time signature, making it accessible
for pianists of various skill levels.

— Chord Progression: The chord progression is straightforward, allowing
players to focus on expressing the song's emotional depth.



Piano Sheets from the Divide Songbook

The Divide songbook includes sheet music for "Perfect," providing pianists
with an arranged version suitable for both beginners and more advanced
players. The sheets often feature the following details:

— Melody Line: The melody is transcribed for easy reading, allowing players
to follow along without difficulty.

— Chords: Chord symbols are provided above the melody, enabling players to
add harmonic depth to their performance.

— Lyrics: The lyrics are printed alongside the music, making it easier for
vocalists to accompany themselves on the piano.

Where to Find the Sheets

"Perfect" piano sheets can be found in various formats:

1. Physical Songbooks: Music stores often carry the Divide songbook, which
includes the sheets for "Perfect" among other tracks.

2. Digital Downloads: Websites like Musicnotes and Sheet Music Plus offer
downloadable versions of the sheet music.

3. Online Platforms: YouTube tutorials and music education platforms may
provide free or paid access to piano arrangements.

Tips for Learning "Perfect" on Piano

Learning to play "Perfect" on the piano can be a fulfilling experience. Here
are some tips to help you master the song:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Song

Before diving into playing, listen to the song multiple times. Pay attention
to the nuances in Sheeran's performance, including dynamics and phrasing.
This will help you understand how to express the same emotions on the piano.

2. Break It Down

Instead of trying to learn the entire piece at once, break it down into
manageable sections. Focus on learning the verse first, then the chorus, and
gradually piece everything together. This approach can prevent overwhelm and
enhance retention.

3. Practice Regularly

Consistency is key when learning any musical piece. Set aside regular
practice sessions to work on "Perfect." Even short daily practices can lead
to significant improvement over time.



4. Use a Metronome

Playing with a metronome can help you maintain a steady tempo. Start slowly
to ensure accuracy, then gradually increase the speed as you become more
comfortable with the notes.

5. Experiment with Dynamics

To capture the emotional essence of "Perfect," pay attention to dynamics.
Experiment with playing softly during the verses and gradually building
intensity during the chorus. This contrast adds depth to your performance.

Additional Resources for Pianists

In addition to the sheet music, there are many resources available for
pianists looking to enhance their skills:

— Video Tutorials: Numerous online platforms offer step-by-step video
tutorials for "Perfect," catering to various skill levels.

— Piano Apps: Applications such as Flowkey or Synthesia can provide
interactive learning experiences, enabling you to play along with the song.

— Music Theory Resources: Understanding basic music theory can enhance your
playing. Resources like musictheory.net can help you grasp chord progressions
and scales relevant to "Perfect."

Conclusion

Ed Sheeran's "Perfect" is more than just a song; it is an emotional journey
that has touched many. The piano sheets available in the Divide songbook
offer a wonderful opportunity for pianists to connect with this beautiful
piece of music. By utilizing the tips provided and engaging with the various
learning resources available, musicians can not only learn "Perfect" but also
deepen their appreciation for the artistry behind it. Whether playing for
personal enjoyment or performing for an audience, "Perfect" remains a
timeless piece that continues to inspire musicians and listeners alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find Ed Sheeran's 'Perfect' piano sheets
from the Divide songbook?

You can find Ed Sheeran's 'Perfect' piano sheets from the Divide songbook at
music retailers, online sheet music stores like Musicnotes or Sheet Music
Plus, and on various piano tutorial websites.



Are the piano sheets for 'Perfect' from the Divide
songbook suitable for beginners?

Yes, the piano sheets for 'Perfect' are generally considered accessible for
intermediate players, but beginners may find it manageable with some
practice, especially if they focus on simpler arrangements.

Is there a digital version of the 'Perfect' piano
sheets available?

Yes, there are digital versions of the 'Perfect' piano sheets available for
purchase and download from various online platforms like Musicnotes, where
you can get instant access to the sheet music.

What is the level of difficulty for playing 'Perfect'
on piano?

The level of difficulty for playing 'Perfect' on piano is typically rated as
intermediate, involving a mix of chord progressions and melodic lines that
require some familiarity with piano techniques.

Can I find tutorials for playing 'Perfect' on piano
along with the sheet music?

Yes, you can find many video tutorials on platforms like YouTube that
accompany the sheet music, providing step-by-step guidance on how to play
'Perfect' on piano.
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