
easy songs to play on the ukelele

Easy songs to play on the ukulele are a fantastic way for beginners to dive
into the world of music. The ukulele is praised for its cheerful tone,
portability, and relatively simple chord structures, making it an ideal
instrument for newcomers. In this article, we will explore a variety of easy
songs across different genres, along with tips for getting started and
resources to help you learn.

Why Choose the Ukulele?

The ukulele has seen a surge in popularity over the past decade, and for good
reason. Here are some compelling reasons to pick up this instrument:

Accessibility: The ukulele is often more affordable than other string
instruments, making it accessible to a wide audience.

Lightweight: Its small size and lightweight design allow you to carry it
anywhere, making it perfect for spontaneous jam sessions.

Easy to Learn: The standard tuning of G-C-E-A makes it easier to learn
chords compared to guitar.

Social Instrument: Its bright sound and simplicity make it a great
instrument for sing-alongs and group performances.

Essential Chords for Beginners

Before diving into specific songs, it’s essential to familiarize yourself
with some basic chords. Here are a few foundational chords that will enable
you to play numerous songs:

C Major: 00031.

G Major: 02322.

A Minor: 20003.

F Major: 20104.

E Minor: 04325.

Practicing these chords will set the groundwork for your ukulele playing and
help you transition smoothly between songs.



Easy Songs to Play on the Ukulele

Now, let’s explore some easy songs that are perfect for beginners. Each song
will include the chords needed for playing, along with a brief description of
the song's background and style.

1. "You Are My Sunshine"

This classic folk song is known for its simple melody and heartfelt lyrics.

- Chords: C, F, G
- Structure: The song follows a straightforward progression, making it great
for beginners.

2. "Happy Birthday"

A necessity for any budding musician, this song is perfect for celebrations.

- Chords: C, G, F
- Structure: It’s a short song that most people are familiar with, making it
a great party piece!

3. "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel
Kamakawiwoʻole

This beautiful rendition of the classic song is a staple for ukulele players.

- Chords: C, Em, F, G, Am
- Structure: The gentle transition between chords makes it a soothing piece
to play.

4. "Riptide" by Vance Joy

This upbeat indie-folk song has gained immense popularity and is fun to strum
along to.

- Chords: Am, G, C, F
- Structure: The repetitive chord progression allows for easy learning and
great sing-alongs.

5. "I’m Yours" by Jason Mraz

A modern classic, this song is perfect for casual gatherings.

- Chords: G, D, Em, C
- Structure: Its relaxed vibe and simple chords make it an easy choice for
beginners.



6. "Count on Me" by Bruno Mars

This feel-good song is all about friendship and support.

- Chords: C, Em, Am, G
- Structure: The straightforward chord changes make it a joy to play.

7. "Stand By Me" by Ben E. King

This timeless song has a beautiful message and a catchy melody.

- Chords: C, Am, F, G
- Structure: The song’s repetitive nature makes it easy to remember.

8. "Let It Be" by The Beatles

A soothing ballad that resonates with many, "Let It Be" is a must-learn for
any ukulele player.

- Chords: C, G, Am, F
- Structure: The song’s chord progression is simple yet powerful.

Tips for Learning Songs on Ukulele

As you embark on your ukulele journey, here are some tips to enhance your
learning experience:

1. Practice Regularly

Consistency is key when learning any instrument. Aim for short, daily
practice sessions rather than infrequent, longer ones.

2. Use Online Resources

Take advantage of online tutorials, chord charts, and videos. Websites like
YouTube and dedicated ukulele platforms offer a wealth of material for
beginners.

3. Play Along with Recordings

Listening to the original recordings of the songs you’re learning can help
you get a feel for the rhythm and tempo. Playing along will improve your
timing and confidence.



4. Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions can provide insights into areas that need
improvement. It also allows you to track your progress over time.

5. Join a Community

Consider joining a local ukulele group or an online community. Sharing your
experiences and learning with others can be incredibly motivating and
enjoyable.

Final Thoughts

Easy songs to play on the ukulele are not only a means of learning the
instrument but also a wonderful way to connect with others through music. The
ukulele's charm lies in its ability to bring joy and creativity into your
life, no matter your skill level. By starting with these simple songs, you
can build your confidence and expand your repertoire, opening the door to
more complex pieces in the future.

Whether you want to entertain friends, accompany yourself while singing, or
simply enjoy playing solo, the ukulele is an excellent choice. So grab your
ukulele, learn these easy songs, and let the music play!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy songs for beginners to play on the
ukulele?

Some easy songs for beginners include 'You Are My Sunshine', 'Twinkle Twinkle
Little Star', 'I'm Yours' by Jason Mraz, 'Riptide' by Vance Joy, and
'Somewhere Over the Rainbow'.

What chords are commonly used in easy ukulele songs?

Common chords used in easy ukulele songs include C, G, F, Am, and Dm. These
chords are simple to learn and are used in many popular songs.

Are there any online resources for finding easy
ukulele tabs?

Yes, there are several online resources for easy ukulele tabs, such as
Ultimate Guitar, Ukulele Tabs, and YouTube tutorials that provide step-by-
step instructions.

Can you recommend easy pop songs to play on the



ukulele?

Some easy pop songs to play on the ukulele include 'Stay With Me' by Sam
Smith, 'Count on Me' by Bruno Mars, and 'Love Me Like You Do' by Ellie
Goulding.

What is the best way to practice easy songs on the
ukulele?

The best way to practice easy songs on the ukulele is to start slowly, break
the song into sections, use a metronome for timing, and gradually increase
your speed as you become more comfortable.
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