
easy folk songs to play on guitar
Easy folk songs to play on guitar are a fantastic way for beginners to dive into the world of music.
Folk songs often feature simple chords and melodies, making them accessible for those just starting
on their guitar journey. Not only do these songs allow new guitarists to practice their skills, but they
also connect them to the rich traditions of storytelling and community that folk music embodies. In
this article, we’ll explore some of the easiest folk songs to play, essential tips for beginners, and
resources to enhance your learning experience.

Why Choose Folk Songs?

Folk music is a genre that has stood the test of time, resonating with audiences across generations.
Here are some compelling reasons to choose folk songs as your starting point:

Simplicity: Most folk songs use basic chord progressions and easy strumming patterns.

Cultural Significance: Folk songs often tell stories about life's experiences, making them
meaningful and relatable.

Community: Playing folk songs can encourage group participation, whether at a campfire or a
family gathering.

Variety: The folk genre encompasses a wide range of themes and styles, ensuring there’s
something for everyone.

Essential Chords for Folk Songs

Before diving into specific songs, it’s essential to familiarize yourself with some common chords
found in folk music. Here are the basic chords you should learn:

C Major

G Major

D Major

A Minor

E Minor

F Major (optional but useful)



These chords form the backbone of many folk songs, allowing you to play a wide variety of tunes
with just a few finger placements.

Top Easy Folk Songs to Play on Guitar

Now, let’s dive into some easy folk songs that you can start playing today. Each song includes a brief
description and its chord progression.

1. "This Land Is Your Land" by Woody Guthrie

One of the most iconic folk songs, "This Land Is Your Land," speaks about the beauty of America and
the importance of community. The song uses simple chords like G, C, and D.

G1.

C2.

D3.

G4.

2. "You Are My Sunshine" (Traditional)

A timeless classic, "You Are My Sunshine" captures the essence of love and longing. This song
primarily uses the chords C, G, and F.

C1.

G2.

F3.

C4.

3. "Scarborough Fair" (Traditional)

This beautiful ballad requires a bit of fingerpicking but remains a favorite among beginners. The



chords you'll need are Am, G, C, and D.

Am1.

G2.

C3.

D4.

4. "The Water Is Wide" (Traditional)

"The Water Is Wide" is a lovely song that explores themes of love and loss. It can be played using G,
C, and D.

G1.

C2.

D3.

5. "Blowin' in the Wind" by Bob Dylan

This iconic song poses profound questions about peace and freedom. The chords are simple: G, C,
and D.

G1.

C2.

D3.

6. "I'll Fly Away" by Albert E. Brumley

A popular gospel song that has crossed into folk music territory, "I'll Fly Away" is both uplifting and
easy to play. The basic chords are A, D, and E.



A1.

D2.

E3.

7. "Wagon Wheel" by Old Crow Medicine Show

"Wagon Wheel" has become a modern folk anthem and is known for its catchy chorus. The chords
involved are G, D, Em, and C.

G1.

D2.

Em3.

C4.

Tips for Playing Folk Songs on Guitar

As you embark on your journey of playing easy folk songs, here are some essential tips to keep in
mind:

Practice Regularly

Consistency is key when learning any musical instrument. Aim for at least 15-30 minutes of practice
each day to build muscle memory and improve your proficiency.

Focus on Strumming Patterns

While the chords are essential, the strumming pattern can make or break the feel of a song. Start by
mastering simple downstrokes before incorporating more complex strumming techniques.

Record Yourself

Listening to recordings of your playing can help you identify areas for improvement. It’s also a great



way to track your progress over time.

Play Along with Recordings

Once you feel comfortable with a song, try playing along with the original recording. This practice
can enhance your timing and rhythm.

Join a Community

Consider joining local music groups or online forums where you can share your progress, ask for
advice, and connect with other musicians.

Resources for Learning Folk Songs

To further enhance your learning experience, consider the following resources:

YouTube Tutorials: Many musicians offer free video lessons for popular folk songs.

Online Tabs: Websites like Ultimate Guitar and Chordify provide chord diagrams and tabs for
a plethora of folk songs.

Songbooks: Investing in a folk songbook can give you a structured approach to learning.

Mobile Apps: Apps like Yousician and Ultimate Guitar's app can provide interactive learning
experiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, easy folk songs to play on guitar offer an accessible entry point into the world of
music. With simple chords, engaging melodies, and meaningful lyrics, these songs are perfect for
beginners eager to express themselves and connect with others. By practicing regularly, focusing on
your strumming patterns, and utilizing available resources, you’ll be well on your way to mastering
these timeless tunes. So grab your guitar, choose a song, and start strumming your way into the
heart of folk music!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some easy folk songs for beginners to play on guitar?
Some easy folk songs for beginners include 'This Land Is Your Land' by Woody Guthrie,
'Scarborough Fair' by Simon & Garfunkel, and 'You Are My Sunshine' which use simple chords and
strumming patterns.

What chords are commonly used in easy folk songs?
Common chords in easy folk songs include G, C, D, Em, and Am. These chords can be combined in
various progressions to create a wide range of folk music.

Are there any online resources for learning easy folk songs on
guitar?
Yes, websites like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and YouTube offer tutorials and chord charts for easy
folk songs, making it easier for beginners to learn.

How can I simplify a folk song that seems too complex for me?
You can simplify a folk song by using a capo to change the key, reducing the number of chords, or
sticking to basic downstrokes in your strumming pattern.

What is a good strumming pattern for easy folk songs?
A simple down-up strumming pattern (D-DU-UDU) is often effective for easy folk songs. It provides a
steady rhythm and works well with many popular folk tunes.

Can I incorporate fingerpicking in easy folk songs?
Absolutely! Many easy folk songs can be adapted for fingerpicking. Start with a simple picking
pattern, focusing on the bass notes and then adding melody notes as you become comfortable.
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