
easy folk songs for guitar
Easy folk songs for guitar are a fantastic way for beginner guitarists to develop their skills while
enjoying the rich melodies and storytelling inherent in folk music. Folk songs are often simple, easy
to learn, and memorable, making them perfect for sing-alongs and gatherings. In this article, we will
explore several easy folk songs for guitar, provide tips for playing them, and discuss the benefits of
learning folk music on the guitar.

Why Choose Folk Songs for Guitar?

Folk music has a unique charm that resonates with listeners and musicians alike. Here are some
reasons why choosing easy folk songs for guitar is a great idea:

Accessibility: Many folk songs utilize simple chord progressions and strumming patterns,
allowing beginners to pick them up quickly.

Storytelling: Folk songs often tell stories or convey emotions, adding depth to your playing
and singing experience.

Social Connection: Folk music is often played in communal settings, making it a perfect
choice for family gatherings, campfires, and other social events.

Rich History: Learning folk songs connects you to a vast tradition of music that spans
cultures and generations.

Essential Chords for Easy Folk Songs

Before diving into specific songs, it’s helpful to familiarize yourself with some essential chords
commonly found in folk music. Here are a few chords that every beginner guitarist should know:

C Major

G Major

D Major

A Minor

E Minor



These chords form the basis of many easy folk songs, allowing you to strum along with confidence.

Top Easy Folk Songs for Guitar

Here are some classic folk songs that are simple to play and perfect for beginners:

1. "This Land Is Your Land" - Woody Guthrie

This iconic folk song features simple chords and a catchy melody. The song primarily uses the
chords G, C, and D, making it easy to learn.

Chords: G, C, D

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up

2. "Scarborough Fair" - Traditional

"Scarborough Fair" is a beautiful old ballad that captures the essence of folk music. The song’s
haunting melody and simple chord progression make it a great choice for beginners.

Chords: Am, G, F, C, E

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down, Up, Up, Down

3. "You Are My Sunshine" - Jimmie Davis

A beloved classic that evokes nostalgia, "You Are My Sunshine" is incredibly easy to play and sing
along with. It’s perfect for casual gatherings and family events.

Chords: C, G, F

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up



4. "Kumbaya" - Traditional

"Kumbaya" is a timeless folk song often sung in group settings. Its repetitive structure and simple
chords make it an excellent choice for beginners.

Chords: C, G, D

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down, Down-Up

5. "Wagon Wheel" - Old Crow Medicine Show

"Wagon Wheel" has become a modern folk staple, known for its catchy chorus and simple chord
progressions. It’s a crowd-pleaser at parties and gatherings.

Chords: G, D, Em, C

Strumming Pattern: Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up

Tips for Learning Easy Folk Songs

Here are some valuable tips to help you learn and play folk songs effectively:

1. Start Slowly

When learning a new song, start by playing the chords slowly. Focus on transitioning between
chords smoothly before increasing your tempo.

2. Use a Metronome

Practicing with a metronome can help you develop a steady rhythm. Start at a slow tempo and
gradually increase the speed as you become more comfortable with the song.

3. Practice Regularly

Consistency is key when learning to play guitar. Set aside time each day to practice, even if it’s just



for 15-20 minutes.

4. Record Yourself

Listening to recordings of your practice sessions can help you identify areas for improvement. It’s
also a great way to track your progress over time.

5. Play Along with Recordings

Playing along with recordings of the songs can help you develop your timing and feel for the music.
You can find many folk song versions on streaming platforms and YouTube.

The Benefits of Playing Folk Music

Learning easy folk songs for guitar offers numerous benefits beyond just improving your guitar
skills:

Enhanced Musicality: Folk music teaches you about melody, harmony, and rhythm,
enriching your overall musical understanding.

Increased Confidence: As you master easy songs, your confidence will grow, encouraging
you to tackle more complex pieces.

Social Opportunities: Playing folk music can lead to new friendships and connections
through shared musical experiences.

Creative Expression: Folk music often encourages improvisation and personal interpretation,
allowing you to express your unique style.

Conclusion

Easy folk songs for guitar provide an excellent foundation for beginners looking to develop their
skills while enjoying the timeless melodies and stories of folk music. Whether you’re playing around
a campfire or sharing music with friends, these songs are sure to bring joy and connection. With
practice and dedication, you’ll not only enhance your guitar playing but also create lasting memories
through the power of folk music. So, grab your guitar, choose a song from our list, and start
strumming today!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy folk songs to play on guitar for beginners?
Some easy folk songs for beginners include 'This Land Is Your Land' by Woody Guthrie, 'Kumbaya',
'Jolene' by Dolly Parton, and 'Scarborough Fair'. These songs typically use simple chords and
strumming patterns.

What chords are commonly used in easy folk songs?
Common chords used in easy folk songs include G, C, D, Em, and Am. These chords are beginner-
friendly and are frequently found in many popular folk tunes.

Are there any easy folk songs that can be played with a capo?
Yes, many easy folk songs can be played with a capo. For example, 'Wagon Wheel' by Old Crow
Medicine Show can be played in the key of G with a capo on the second fret, making it easier to sing
and play.

What is a simple strumming pattern for folk songs?
A simple strumming pattern for folk songs is down, down-up, up, down-up (D, D-U, U, D-U). This
pattern works well with many folk tunes and helps maintain a steady rhythm.

Can I find easy folk song tutorials online?
Yes, there are many resources available online for easy folk song tutorials, including YouTube
channels, guitar lesson websites, and apps like Ultimate Guitar and JustinGuitar that offer tabs and
video lessons.

What folk songs are good for practicing fingerpicking
techniques?
Good folk songs for practicing fingerpicking techniques include 'Blackbird' by The Beatles, 'Dust in
the Wind' by Kansas, and 'Fast Car' by Tracy Chapman. These songs feature fingerpicking patterns
that can help improve your skills.
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