
easton press vs folio society
Easton Press vs Folio Society: When it comes to collecting fine editions of
literary works, two names frequently come to mind: Easton Press and Folio
Society. Both publishers offer beautifully crafted books that appeal to
bibliophiles and collectors alike. However, they each have their unique
characteristics, target audiences, and approaches to book production. This
article will delve into the distinctive features of Easton Press and Folio
Society, exploring their histories, publishing philosophies, product
offerings, pricing, and overall appeal.

History and Background

Easton Press

Founded in 1975, Easton Press has built a reputation for producing high-
quality leather-bound editions of classic literature, historical texts, and
notable non-fiction. The company is known for its commitment to craftsmanship
and attention to detail. Each book is typically bound in genuine leather,
adorned with gold leaf stamping, and includes features such as silk moiré
endpapers, satin ribbon markers, and acid-free paper.

The Easton Press catalog includes a wide range of genres, from classic novels
to biographies and even popular series. The company often releases limited
editions, which can enhance the appeal for collectors.

Folio Society

Established in 1947, Folio Society aims to combine the art of literature with
the art of bookmaking. Its mission is to produce beautifully illustrated
editions of classic and contemporary works. Unlike Easton Press, Folio
Society places a strong emphasis on visual art, often commissioning renowned
illustrators to contribute to their editions.

Folio Society books are typically bound in cloth rather than leather,
featuring hardcovers adorned with intricate designs. The company is known for
its high-quality illustrations, which enhance the reading experience by
adding a visual element to the text.

Publishing Philosophy



Easton Press Philosophy

Easton Press focuses on producing collectible editions that appeal to readers
who appreciate fine craftsmanship. The company's philosophy centers on the
following principles:

1. Quality: Easton Press emphasizes the use of premium materials, ensuring
that each book is not only visually stunning but also durable.
2. Collectibility: Limited editions and unique series are a hallmark of
Easton Press. Collectors often seek out these editions for their rarity and
aesthetic appeal.
3. Timelessness: By choosing classic texts and significant works of history,
Easton Press aims to create books that will stand the test of time.

Folio Society Philosophy

Folio Society’s philosophy is rooted in the belief that literature should be
both beautiful and accessible. Key aspects of their approach include:

1. Artistic Collaboration: The Society collaborates with a wide range of
artists, illustrators, and designers to create visually striking editions.
2. Diverse Selection: Folio Society offers a diverse collection of titles,
from classic literature to modern works, ensuring that there is something for
every reader.
3. Sustainability: Folio Society is committed to environmentally responsible
practices, using sustainable materials and processes in their book
production.

Product Offerings

Easton Press Product Range

Easton Press offers a variety of products, including:

- Leather-bound Classics: These editions are often adorned with gold tooling
and silk ribbon markers.
- Series: Easton Press has several notable series, such as "The Great Books
of the Western World" and "The Leather-Bound Library."
- Limited Editions: Special editions that are produced in small quantities,
often featuring unique artwork or author signatures.

Specific titles may include:

- "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald



- "Moby Dick" by Herman Melville
- "The Complete Works of William Shakespeare"

Folio Society Product Range

Folio Society's offerings include:

- Illustrated Classics: Each edition features original illustrations that
complement the text, enhancing the overall reading experience.
- Modern Literature: The Society also publishes contemporary works, ensuring
that modern readers have access to beautifully crafted editions.
- Special Editions: These editions may include additional content, such as
essays or introductions by notable figures.

Some notable titles from Folio Society include:

- "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen (illustrated)
- "1984" by George Orwell (illustrated edition)
- "The Lord of the Rings" by J.R.R. Tolkien (deluxe edition)

Pricing and Accessibility

Easton Press Pricing

Easton Press books are often priced higher than standard editions due to
their quality materials and craftsmanship. Prices typically range from:

- $50 to $100 for standard editions
- $100 to $500 for limited editions and rare collectibles

The investment in an Easton Press book can be justified for collectors
looking for long-lasting, beautiful editions of their favorite works.

Folio Society Pricing

Folio Society’s pricing is generally more accessible, although still
reflecting the quality of the products. Prices usually range from:

- $30 to $70 for standard illustrated editions
- $70 to $200 for special or limited editions

Folio Society offers more frequent sales and member discounts, making their
beautiful books more attainable for a wider audience.



Overall Appeal and Target Audience

Easton Press Audience

Easton Press appeals primarily to:

- Serious Collectors: Individuals looking to build a library of fine
editions.
- Gift Givers: People seeking unique, high-quality gifts for literary
enthusiasts.
- History Buffs: Those interested in classic literature and historical texts.

The allure of Easton Press lies in the tangible quality of their offerings,
making them a desirable addition to any bookshelf.

Folio Society Audience

Folio Society attracts:

- Art Lovers: Readers who appreciate the integration of visual art and
literature.
- Casual Readers: Individuals who enjoy beautifully crafted books but may not
consider themselves serious collectors.
- Younger Audiences: The Society’s modern titles and approachable pricing
make their editions appealing to a younger demographic.

Folio Society’s commitment to aesthetics and accessibility establishes a
broad appeal, inviting readers from various backgrounds to enjoy their books.

Conclusion

In the debate of Easton Press vs Folio Society, both publishers have their
unique strengths and cater to different audiences. Easton Press excels in
producing luxurious, collectible editions that are perfect for serious
bibliophiles and collectors. In contrast, Folio Society champions the
artistic collaboration between literature and illustration, making their
books accessible to a broader audience.

Choosing between the two ultimately depends on personal preference.
Collectors may prefer the tactile luxury of Easton Press, while those who
appreciate visual storytelling may find Folio Society's illustrated editions
more appealing. Whichever path you choose, both publishers offer exceptional
works that celebrate the beauty of literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences in the publishing
style of Easton Press and Folio Society?
Easton Press focuses on leather-bound editions often featuring gilt edges and
high-quality paper, emphasizing collectible value. In contrast, Folio Society
specializes in illustrated editions with a more literary approach, often
using unique designs and artwork to enhance the reading experience.

Which publisher offers a wider variety of classic
literature?
Folio Society typically offers a broader range of classic literature compared
to Easton Press, which tends to focus on popular and contemporary titles
along with classic works.

How do the pricing models of Easton Press and Folio
Society compare?
Easton Press editions are generally priced higher due to their premium
materials and collectible nature, whereas Folio Society books can vary
significantly in price, often offering more affordable options alongside
luxury editions.

Are Easton Press books considered a good investment
compared to Folio Society editions?
Easton Press books are often regarded as better investments due to their
limited editions and collectible status, while Folio Society books, although
valuable, may not appreciate at the same rate as Easton Press titles.

Which publisher has a stronger focus on art and
illustration in their editions?
Folio Society places a strong emphasis on art and illustration, commissioning
renowned artists to create unique artwork for their books, while Easton Press
tends to focus more on the quality of the binding and materials than on
illustrations.
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