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Dungeon Crawl Classics 21: Assault on Stormbringer Castle is a thrilling tabletop
role-playing game adventure that captivates players with its blend of classic dungeon
crawling and imaginative storytelling. Set in a fantastical world filled with peril and intrigue,
this module invites players to embark on an epic quest to conquer the infamous
Stormbringer Castle, a stronghold steeped in dark legends and guarded by formidable foes.
This article explores the rich elements of Dungeon Crawl Classics 21, including its
background, gameplay mechanics, character creation, and tips for mastering the
adventure.

Overview of Dungeon Crawl Classics

Dungeon Crawl Classics (DCC) is a role-playing game system that pays homage to the old-
school RPGs of the 1970s and 1980s. It emphasizes creativity, exploration, and the
unpredictable nature of role-playing games. DCC encourages players to embrace the spirit
of adventure, often placing their characters in perilous situations that require quick thinking
and clever strategies.

Setting the Scene: Stormbringer Castle

Stormbringer Castle serves as the backdrop for this thrilling adventure, steeped in dark
magic and ominous history. Originally built by ancient sorcerers, the castle has become a
nexus of chaos and evil over the centuries. Players will uncover its haunting past as they
navigate through treacherous halls and face off against a variety of monstrous foes.

The History of Stormbringer Castle

The lore surrounding Stormbringer Castle is rich and intricate. Here are some key historical
points:

1. Construction by Sorcerers: The castle was initially constructed as a sanctuary for
powerful sorcerers seeking to harness the forces of darkness.
2. The Fall from Grace: Over time, the sorcerers' lust for power led to their downfall,
resulting in the castle being overrun by malevolent spirits and creatures.
3. The Rise of the Dark Lord: A dark lord known for his cruelty and mastery of necromancy
seized control of the castle, further entrenching its reputation as a cursed place.



Gameplay Mechanics

Dungeon Crawl Classics 21: Assault on Stormbringer Castle employs a unique set of
mechanics that enhance the gameplay experience. Here are some notable elements:

Character Creation

Character creation in DCC is a blend of randomization and player choice, allowing for a
diverse array of characters. Players typically roll for attributes and select classes and
backgrounds that influence their abilities. Key factors include:

- Classes: Players can choose from classic RPG classes like fighters, wizards, and thieves,
each with unique skills and abilities.
- Fate of the Character: DCC emphasizes the idea that characters are often expendable,
leading to a more exhilarating experience as players navigate dangers.

Combat and Magic Systems

Combat in DCC is designed to be fast-paced and brutal, with a focus on the unpredictability
of dice rolls. The magic system is equally intriguing, allowing spellcasters to unleash
powerful spells with potential consequences. Key aspects include:

- Critical Hits and Fumbles: The game encourages excitement with critical hit and fumble
mechanics, adding unpredictability to combat scenarios.
- Spell Casting Risks: Magic users face risks when casting spells, leading to unexpected
outcomes that can significantly affect gameplay.

The Adventure: What to Expect

Dungeon Crawl Classics 21: Assault on Stormbringer Castle offers a richly layered
adventure filled with challenges and surprises. Players can anticipate a variety of
encounters, including:

Exploration of the Castle

The castle itself is a labyrinthine structure filled with hidden chambers, traps, and secrets.
Players will need to explore thoroughly to uncover treasures, lore, and ways to defeat their
enemies. Key exploration features include:

- Secret Passages: Many areas of the castle are hidden behind illusions or traps, requiring
keen observation and clever problem-solving.
- Environmental Hazards: Players must navigate through areas affected by dark magic,



such as cursed rooms or areas that shift unpredictably.

Encounters with Monsters

Players will face a wide array of enemies, ranging from undead creatures to twisted
sorcerers. Some notable encounters include:

- Skeletal Warriors: These relentless minions serve as foot soldiers for the dark lord, testing
the mettle of the players.
- Dark Sorcerers: Powerful spellcasters who wield dark magic, creating intense
confrontations that challenge players' tactics.
- Cursed Beasts: Monsters twisted by the castle's dark magic that can surprise players and
create tense situations.

Objectives and Rewards

As players progress through the adventure, they will face various objectives that guide their
journey:

1. Defeating the Dark Lord: The primary objective is to confront and defeat the dark lord
who resides in the highest tower of the castle.
2. Rescuing Captives: Players may discover that innocent captives are held within the
castle, providing additional motivations for exploration.
3. Collecting Treasures: Throughout the castle, players will find treasures that can enhance
their characters’ abilities and gear.

Tips for Success

To conquer Dungeon Crawl Classics 21: Assault on Stormbringer Castle successfully,
players should consider the following tips:

Teamwork and Strategy

- Communicate: Effective communication among players is essential for devising strategies
and tackling challenges.
- Divide and Conquer: Splitting the party to explore different areas can yield valuable
information and resources, but caution is necessary to avoid isolation.

Embrace Creativity

- Think Outside the Box: Players should be encouraged to use unconventional tactics and



creative solutions to overcome obstacles.
- Role-Playing: Engaging in character-driven interactions can enhance the experience and
lead to unexpected outcomes.

Be Prepared for the Unexpected

- Expect the Unexpected: DCC is known for its surprises, so players should be ready for
anything, from surprise enemy ambushes to unexpected magical effects.
- Flexible Mindset: Adaptability is key. If a plan goes awry, being able to pivot and come up
with new ideas can be the difference between success and failure.

Conclusion

In summary, Dungeon Crawl Classics 21: Assault on Stormbringer Castle stands as a
remarkable adventure that combines the essence of classic tabletop RPGs with innovative
mechanics and storytelling. With its rich lore, engaging gameplay, and the promise of
excitement around every corner, this module offers a captivating experience that will leave
players eager for more. Whether you are a seasoned RPG veteran or new to the world of
tabletop gaming, Stormbringer Castle promises an unforgettable journey filled with peril,
treasure, and the thrill of adventure. Prepare your dice, gather your friends, and get ready
to embark on a legendary quest!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Assault on Stormbringer Castle' in Dungeon
Crawl Classics?
'Assault on Stormbringer Castle' is an adventure module for Dungeon Crawl Classics RPG,
where players embark on a quest to infiltrate a sinister castle and confront dark forces.

What level are the characters expected to be for
'Assault on Stormbringer Castle'?
This adventure is designed for characters around levels 1-5, making it accessible for new
players and those looking for a challenging experience.

What themes are explored in 'Assault on Stormbringer
Castle'?
The module explores themes of horror, exploration, and classic fantasy tropes, including
betrayal, ancient evils, and the struggle between good and evil.



How does 'Assault on Stormbringer Castle' fit into the
larger Dungeon Crawl Classics universe?
'Assault on Stormbringer Castle' is a standalone adventure that can be integrated into any
DCC campaign, offering unique encounters and lore that enrich the game's world.

What kind of enemies can players expect in 'Assault on
Stormbringer Castle'?
Players will encounter a variety of foes, including undead creatures, twisted cultists, and
powerful spellcasters, each presenting unique challenges and combat scenarios.

Are there any notable NPCs in 'Assault on Stormbringer
Castle'?
Yes, the module features several notable NPCs, including allies and villains, who can
significantly impact the players' journey and choices throughout the adventure.

What is the recommended play style for 'Assault on
Stormbringer Castle'?
The adventure encourages a mix of combat, exploration, and problem-solving, allowing
players to use creativity and tactics to navigate the challenges of the castle.

Can 'Assault on Stormbringer Castle' be played in a
single session?
While it can be played in a single session, the depth and complexity of the adventure may
lead to a longer playtime, often requiring multiple sessions to fully explore.

What resources are recommended for players before
starting 'Assault on Stormbringer Castle'?
Players should familiarize themselves with the Dungeon Crawl Classics core rules, have
character sheets ready, and review any relevant background lore provided in the
adventure.
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