
drummer boy bing crosby david bowie

drummer boy bing crosby david bowie is a unique and captivating concept that intertwines the realms of
music and holiday tradition. This article explores the iconic song "Little Drummer Boy," famously
performed by Bing Crosby and David Bowie in a historic television special. We will delve into the
background of the song, the cultural impact of the Crosby-Bowie duet, and the legacy it has left on both
artists and holiday music. As we navigate through this rich tapestry of musical history, we will also touch
upon the evolution of "Little Drummer Boy" and its significance in contemporary celebrations. Join us on
this journey as we uncover the stories behind these musical legends and their timeless performance.
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Background of "Little Drummer Boy"
"Little Drummer Boy" is a beloved Christmas carol that was written by Katherine K. Davis in 1941. The
song tells the story of a poor boy who, upon visiting the newborn Jesus, plays his drum for him as a gift.
The song emphasizes themes of humility, generosity, and the spirit of giving, which resonate deeply
during the holiday season. Over the years, "Little Drummer Boy" has been covered by numerous artists,
making it a staple of Christmas music.

The song gained immense popularity in the 1950s and 1960s, with various renditions contributing to its
status as a holiday classic. Its simple yet poignant melody allows for emotional interpretation, making it a
favorite for both vocalists and instrumentalists.



Bing Crosby: The King of Christmas
Bing Crosby was an iconic American singer and actor, widely recognized for his smooth baritone voice and
charming personality. Born in 1903, Crosby rose to fame in the 1930s and became synonymous with
Christmas music. His rendition of "White Christmas" is one of the best-selling singles of all time, and his
annual Christmas specials brought joy to millions.

Crosby's influence on Christmas music is profound. He helped popularize many holiday songs through his
recordings and television appearances. His ability to convey warmth and nostalgia in his performances
made him a beloved figure during the holiday season. With a career spanning several decades, Crosby's
legacy endures, particularly in the realm of Christmas music.

David Bowie: A Chameleonic Talent
David Bowie, born in 1947, was a revolutionary figure in music, known for his eclectic style and
innovative approach to artistry. Throughout his career, Bowie constantly reinvented himself, exploring
various genres and themes, from rock to electronic music. His impact on popular culture is immeasurable, as
he inspired countless artists and influenced the evolution of modern music.

Though Bowie is often associated with glam rock and avant-garde performances, his contributions to
holiday music are noteworthy as well. His collaboration with Bing Crosby on "Little Drummer Boy" is a
perfect example of his versatility and willingness to embrace different musical styles. This unexpected
pairing not only showcased Bowie's vocal talent but also demonstrated his appreciation for traditional music.

The Historic Duet: A Musical Milestone
The duet between Bing Crosby and David Bowie took place during a 1977 television special titled "Bing
Crosby's Merrie Olde Christmas." This performance was memorable not only for the unique combination of
the two artists but also for its innovative approach to a classic song. The pairing of Crosby's traditional style
with Bowie's contemporary flair created a captivating musical experience.

The performance begins with the two artists separately reflecting on the themes of the song before they
join together. Crosby, embodying the festive spirit, sings with his signature warmth, while Bowie adds a
modern touch with his distinctive vocal style. This interaction exemplifies the merging of two different
musical eras, creating a timeless rendition that continues to resonate with audiences today.

The duet was initially released as a single and became a holiday favorite, garnering significant airplay
during the Christmas season. It introduced "Little Drummer Boy" to a new generation, solidifying its status
as a holiday classic.



Cultural Impact and Legacy
The collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie has had a lasting cultural impact. Their rendition
of "Little Drummer Boy" is frequently played during the holiday season, reminding listeners of the power
of music to bring people together. This performance is often regarded as a significant moment in television
history, highlighting the blending of traditional and contemporary music.

Over the years, the duet has inspired numerous covers and tributes, further embedding it into the fabric of
Christmas music. The combination of Crosby's nostalgic charm and Bowie's artistic innovation continues to
resonate with audiences of all ages, making it a timeless classic.

Additionally, the performance has been analyzed for its artistic merit, showcasing how two distinct styles
can harmonize beautifully. It serves as a reminder of the universal themes found in holiday music and the
importance of collaboration in the arts.

Conclusion
The performance of "Little Drummer Boy" by Bing Crosby and David Bowie remains a significant moment
in music history. It encapsulates the essence of the holiday spirit, combining the rich traditions of Christmas
with a modern twist. The legacy of this duet continues to inspire and entertain audiences, proving that
great music transcends time and genre.

As we celebrate the holiday season, the duet serves as a reminder of the power of music to evoke emotion
and bring people together, regardless of their backgrounds. The timeless message of "Little Drummer Boy"
endures, reminding us all of the true spirit of giving and the joy of sharing music with loved ones.

Q: What is the origin of "Little Drummer Boy"?
A: "Little Drummer Boy" was written by Katherine K. Davis in 1941. It tells the story of a young boy who
plays his drum for the newborn Jesus, symbolizing the spirit of giving and humility.

Q: How did Bing Crosby influence Christmas music?
A: Bing Crosby is often referred to as the "King of Christmas" due to his numerous holiday recordings,
particularly his rendition of "White Christmas." His Christmas specials and warm vocal style helped
popularize many Christmas songs, making him a staple of the holiday season.

Q: What was unique about the Crosby-Bowie duet?
A: The duet was unique because it paired Bing Crosby's traditional style with David Bowie's modern and
eclectic approach to music. Their collaboration on "Little Drummer Boy" showcased the blending of



different musical eras, creating a timeless performance.

Q: When did the Crosby-Bowie duet first air?
A: The duet first aired during "Bing Crosby's Merrie Olde Christmas" television special in 1977. It
introduced "Little Drummer Boy" to a new audience and became a holiday favorite.

Q: What themes are present in "Little Drummer Boy"?
A: The themes in "Little Drummer Boy" include humility, generosity, and the spirit of giving. The song
emphasizes that even the smallest contributions can have great significance.

Q: How has the duet been received over the years?
A: Over the years, the duet has been widely celebrated and remains a holiday classic. It continues to
receive airplay during the Christmas season and has inspired numerous covers and tributes.

Q: What impact did David Bowie have on music?
A: David Bowie was a revolutionary figure in music who constantly reinvented himself, influencing
various genres and artists. His willingness to embrace different musical styles contributed to his status as a
cultural icon.

Q: Why is the Crosby-Bowie duet considered a significant moment in
television history?
A: The duet is considered significant because it showcased the successful blending of traditional and
contemporary music styles on a major platform, highlighting the artistic collaboration between two iconic
artists.

Q: What is the legacy of "Little Drummer Boy"?
A: The legacy of "Little Drummer Boy" lies in its enduring popularity as a Christmas classic. It continues to
evoke emotional responses and convey important messages about giving and the holiday spirit.



Q: How does the performance reflect the holiday spirit?
A: The performance reflects the holiday spirit by emphasizing themes of generosity, community, and the
joy of sharing music. It combines nostalgia with a modern twist, making it relatable and heartfelt for
audiences.
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