
drawing birds with colored pencils
drawing birds with colored pencils is a delightful and rewarding artistic
endeavor that allows individuals to capture the beauty and intricacies of
avian life. This article explores the essential techniques, materials, and
tips for successfully creating stunning bird illustrations using colored
pencils. Readers will learn about the various types of colored pencils, the
importance of reference images, and step-by-step methods to achieve realistic
textures and colors. Additionally, we will discuss the significance of
layering and blending techniques, as well as common mistakes to avoid.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced artist, this comprehensive guide
will enhance your skills and inspire your creativity.
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Materials Needed for Drawing
Before embarking on your journey of drawing birds with colored pencils,
gathering the right materials is crucial for achieving the best results. Here
are the essential tools you will need:

Colored Pencils: Invest in a good set of colored pencils. Brands such as
Prismacolor, Faber-Castell, and Derwent are popular among artists for
their pigmentation and blendability.

Paper: Use smooth, high-quality drawing paper that is suitable for
colored pencils. Look for acid-free paper to ensure your artwork lasts.

Blending Tools: A blending stump, tortillon, or even a soft brush can



help to smooth out colors and create gradients.

Erasers: A kneaded eraser is useful for lifting color and creating
highlights, while a precision eraser can help with fine details.

Reference Images: Collect a variety of reference images featuring birds
you wish to draw, as they will guide your color choices and proportions.

Choosing the Right Reference Images
The choice of reference images is critical when drawing birds with colored
pencils. Having a clear and detailed image can significantly enhance your
drawing process. Here are some tips for selecting the best reference images:

Quality: Choose high-resolution images that provide clear details of the
bird's feathers, colors, and features.

Lighting: Select images with good lighting that highlight the bird's
colors and textures. Natural light is preferable.

Angles: Look for images from multiple angles to understand the bird's
form better. This will aid in creating a more three-dimensional
representation.

Variety: Gather images of different species and poses to expand your
understanding of bird anatomy and coloration.

Basic Techniques for Colored Pencil Drawing
Once you have your materials and reference images, it’s time to dive into the
basic techniques for drawing birds with colored pencils. Here are some
fundamental methods to consider:

Sketching the Outline
Begin by lightly sketching the outline of the bird with a graphite pencil.
Focus on the proportions and general shapes without getting bogged down in
details. Use light pressure so you can easily erase mistakes.

Building Layers
When working with colored pencils, layering is essential. Start with lighter



colors and gradually build up darker shades. This technique creates depth and
dimension in your artwork.

Creating Texture
Birds have various feather textures that can be replicated using specific
pencil strokes. Use short, sharp strokes for individual feathers and longer
strokes for areas with smooth plumage.

Layering and Blending Techniques
Layering and blending are key techniques when drawing birds with colored
pencils. These methods help in achieving a more realistic and vibrant
appearance. Here are some strategies to implement:

Layering Colors
Begin with a base layer of color. Once dry, add additional layers to enhance
the color intensity. Use a light touch to avoid damaging the paper. Gradually
add darker shades to areas that require depth and shadow.

Blending Techniques
Blending can be achieved in several ways:

Burnishing: Apply heavy pressure to blend colors together, creating a
smooth finish.

Using Blending Tools: Utilize blending stumps or tortillons to gently
blend colors without adding additional pigment.

Solvent Blending: For advanced techniques, consider using a solvent like
odorless mineral spirits to dissolve the wax in colored pencils for
seamless blending.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
While drawing birds with colored pencils can be an enjoyable process, there
are several common mistakes that artists often make. Being aware of these can
help improve your skills:



Overworking the Paper
Avoid applying too many layers, as this can damage the paper and make it
difficult to achieve a smooth finish. Know when to stop layering and assess
your progress.

Neglecting Highlights
Highlights are crucial for creating dimension in your drawings. Don’t forget
to leave areas of white or lightly colored paper untouched to portray light
reflecting off feathers.

Ignoring Proportions
Constantly refer back to your reference image to ensure that the proportions
of your bird are accurate. Sketching lightly at first can help you correct
issues before committing to color.

Final Touches and Presentation
After completing your drawing, the presentation can enhance the overall
impact of your artwork. Here are some final touches to consider:

Final Details
Add any final details such as fine lines or textures that may bring your
drawing to life. This is the time to refine the eyes, beak, and feathers with
sharp pencils.

Framing and Displaying
Choose a suitable frame that complements your artwork. Ensure that the
artwork is protected from dust and damage by using a glass or acrylic cover.
Consider displaying your work in a well-lit area to showcase the colors.

Conclusion
Drawing birds with colored pencils is a fulfilling artistic pursuit that
combines technique, patience, and creativity. By understanding the materials,
mastering basic techniques, and avoiding common pitfalls, artists can create
lifelike representations of these beautiful creatures. With practice and
attention to detail, anyone can improve their skills and enjoy the process of
capturing the essence of birds on paper.



FAQ

Q: What type of colored pencils are best for drawing
birds?
A: The best colored pencils for drawing birds are artist-grade pencils such
as Prismacolor, Faber-Castell Polychromos, or Derwent Colorsoft, as they
offer rich pigmentation and excellent blendability.

Q: How can I make my bird drawings look more
realistic?
A: To enhance realism in your bird drawings, focus on accurate proportions,
use high-quality reference images, layer colors effectively, and pay
attention to light and shadow.

Q: What paper is suitable for colored pencil
drawings?
A: Smooth, acid-free drawing paper specifically designed for colored pencils
is ideal. Look for paper with a weight of at least 90 lb (190 gsm) for best
results.

Q: Can I use water-soluble colored pencils for
drawing birds?
A: Yes, water-soluble colored pencils can be used. They allow for additional
blending techniques using water, which can create soft transitions and unique
effects.

Q: How do I avoid smudging my colored pencil
drawings?
A: To avoid smudging, use a clean workspace, keep your hands off the drawing,
and consider using a fixative spray after completing your drawing to protect
it.

Q: Is it necessary to use a blending stump when
drawing with colored pencils?
A: While not strictly necessary, a blending stump can help achieve smoother
transitions between colors and enhance the overall finish of your drawing.



Q: How long does it take to draw a bird with colored
pencils?
A: The time required to complete a bird drawing varies widely based on
complexity, detail, and the artist's skill level. It can take anywhere from a
few hours to several days.

Q: What are some common beginner mistakes in colored
pencil drawing?
A: Common beginner mistakes include overworking the paper, neglecting
highlights, and not paying attention to proportions. Learning to recognize
and correct these can improve your skills.

Q: How do I choose colors for my bird drawing?
A: To choose colors effectively, closely observe your reference images,
identify the main color tones, and select a range of shades to capture the
nuances in the bird's plumage.

Q: Can I use colored pencils on canvas or other
surfaces?
A: While colored pencils are primarily designed for paper, they can be used
on some canvas surfaces or wood. However, results may vary, and it is
advisable to test on a small area first.
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