draw me close to you piano chords

draw me close to you piano chords are essential for anyone looking to play this popular
worship song. The song, often associated with deep emotional and spiritual connections,
resonates with many musicians and congregants alike. This article provides an in-depth
analysis of the chords used in "Draw Me Close to You," tips for playing it on the piano, and
how to enhance your performance. Additionally, we will explore the song's background
and significance, making it easier for you to connect with its message. Whether you're a
beginner or an experienced pianist, this guide will help you master the chords and bring
the song to life.
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Understanding the Song's Background

"Draw Me Close to You" is a contemporary worship song written by Kelly Carpenter in the
1990s. It has been widely embraced in churches around the world, making it a staple in
worship services. The song expresses a heartfelt desire for intimacy with God,
emphasizing themes of closeness and reliance on divine presence. Its simple yet profound
lyrics allow congregants to engage deeply during worship, fostering a sense of community
and shared faith.

The song's popularity can be attributed to its emotional depth and the ease with which it
can be played. Many worship leaders and musicians appreciate its straightforward chord
progression, which makes it accessible for players of all skill levels. Understanding the
song's purpose and emotional weight can significantly enhance the way you approach
playing it on the piano.



Chord Structure and Progression

To effectively play "Draw Me Close to You," familiarity with the chord structure is crucial.
The song primarily uses basic chords, making it suitable for beginners while still allowing
for more advanced variations. Below is a breakdown of the main chords used in the song:

e D/F

e Em7

G/B

The typical chord progression throughout the verses and chorus follows this pattern: G -
D/F - Em7 - C. This progression creates a soothing and contemplative atmosphere that
complements the song's lyrics. Once you are comfortable with these chords, you can
experiment with different voicings and inversions to add texture to your playing.

Chords Breakdown

Here’s a more detailed look at each chord:

¢ G Major: This chord serves as the foundation, providing a bright and uplifting sound.

e D/F: A transitional chord that leads smoothly into the Em7, offering a sense of
movement.

e Em7: This chord adds a reflective quality, deepening the emotional resonance of the
progression.

e C Major: A stable chord that rounds out the progression, creating a satisfying
resolution.

e G/B: An inversion that provides a different bass line, enriching the harmonic texture.



Playing Techniques for Piano

Mastering the chords is just the first step; applying effective playing techniques is
essential to convey the song's emotion. Here are some recommended techniques for
playing "Draw Me Close to You" on the piano:

e Use of Dynamics: Pay attention to the volume of your playing. Start softly and build
intensity during the chorus to reflect the song's emotional peaks.

e Pedal Usage: Use the sustain pedal to create a smoother sound. This technique
helps blend the chords, giving a more cohesive feel to the performance.

e Arpeggios: Instead of playing block chords, try breaking them into arpeggios. This
adds a flowing quality to the music.

e Instrumentation Variations: Experiment with different piano sounds, such as

electric piano or synth pads, to find the tone that best fits your interpretation of the
song.

Practice Techniques

Regular practice is vital for mastering any piece of music. Here are some effective
practice techniques:

e Practice each chord individually before attempting the progression.

e Slow down the tempo to ensure accuracy, gradually increasing speed as you become
more comfortable.

e Record yourself playing to identify areas for improvement.

Tips for Enhancing Your Performance

To elevate your performance of "Draw Me Close to You," consider the following tips:

e Incorporate Lyrics: Familiarize yourself with the lyrics and their meaning. This
understanding can help you convey the message more effectively through your

playing.



e Engage Emotionally: Allow your feelings to guide your playing. Connect personally
with the song's themes of intimacy and devotion.

e Collaborate with Vocalists: If possible, play alongside a singer. This can enhance
the overall experience and create a more dynamic performance.

¢ Explore Arrangements: Look for different arrangements of the song, as they can
provide fresh insights and inspiration for your interpretation.

Conclusion

Learning to play "Draw Me Close to You" on the piano involves understanding its chord
structure, applying effective playing techniques, and enhancing your performance through
emotional engagement. By mastering the chords and developing your skills, you can bring
this beautiful worship song to life, creating a meaningful experience for yourself and those
who listen. As you continue to practice and explore, remember that the essence of the
song lies in its message of drawing closer to God, making your performance not only a
musical endeavor but also a spiritual journey.

Q: What are the basic chords for "Draw Me Close to
You"?

A: The basic chords for "Draw Me Close to You" are G, D/F, Em7, C, and G/B. These chords
create a beautiful progression that enhances the emotional impact of the song.

Q: Can I play "Draw Me Close to You" in a different key?

A: Yes, you can transpose "Draw Me Close to You" to a different key to suit your vocal
range or preference. Just ensure that you maintain the chord progression.

Q: How do I make my playing sound more expressive?

A: To make your playing more expressive, focus on dynamics, use the sustain pedal to
create a smoother sound, and play with varying tempos to match the emotional flow of the
song.

Q: Is "Draw Me Close to You" suitable for beginners?

A: Yes, "Draw Me Close to You" is suitable for beginners due to its simple chord structure.
With practice, new players can effectively learn to play it.



Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
playing this song?

A: Common mistakes include rushing through the chords, neglecting dynamics, and failing
to connect emotionally with the song. Take your time to practice each aspect.

Q: How can I practice the transitions between chords?

A: To practice transitions, break down each change. Play each chord slowly and ensure
your fingers are positioned correctly before transitioning to the next chord.

Q: Should I play the melody while accompanying myself?

A: While it is possible to play both the melody and accompaniment, it may be more
effective to focus on strong accompaniment first, then add the melody once you feel
comfortable.

Q: Can I add my own improvisation to the song?

A: Yes, adding improvisation can enhance your performance. Feel free to experiment with
variations and embellishments to personalize the piece.

Q: What resources can I use to learn more about playing
"Draw Me Close to You"?

A: Consider using online tutorials, sheet music, and instructional videos specifically
designed for "Draw Me Close to You" to further enhance your learning experience.

Q: Is there a specific tempo for playing this song?

A: The tempo for "Draw Me Close to You" can vary, but it is typically played at a moderate
pace. Adjust the tempo according to your comfort and the emotional intent of your
performance.
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