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Dragon Age: Origins Strategy Guide

Dragon Age: Origins is a critically acclaimed role-playing game developed by
BioWare, known for its deep narrative, rich lore, and intricate character
development. Set in the dark fantasy world of Thedas, players take on the
role of a Grey Warden tasked with saving the kingdom of Ferelden from a
blight of darkspawn led by the archdemon. This strategy guide aims to provide
players with essential tips, character build suggestions, and general
strategies to enhance their gameplay experience.

Getting Started

Before diving into the game, it’s crucial to understand the basics of
character creation, the mechanics of combat, and the significance of choices.

Character Creation

1. Race and Class Selection:

- Choose between Human, Elf, or Dwarf. Each race has unique abilities and
story implications.

- Classes available are Warrior, Mage, and Rogue. Each class has distinct
skills and roles in combat.

- Consider how your choice affects dialogue options and interactions with
NPCs.

2. Background Selection:

- Select a background story that aligns with your chosen race and class. This
choice offers unique narrative elements and character interactions throughout
the game.

- Examples include Noble, Mage, or City Elf, each providing different
perspectives and challenges.

3. Attribute Allocation:

- Focus on key attributes that enhance your class’s strengths:

- Warriors: Strength and Constitution.

- Mages: Magic and Willpower.

- Rogues: Dexterity and Cunning.

- Balance your attributes to avoid weaknesses that enemies can exploit.

Combat Strategies



Combat in Dragon Age: Origins is real-time but allows for strategic pauses.
Learning how to manage your party effectively during battles is essential for
success.

Party Composition

1. Balance Your Team:

- Include a mix of classes: a tank (Warrior), a damage dealer (Rogue), and a
support or damage caster (Mage).

- Ensure you have a healer or a character with healing spells to maintain
your party’s health during prolonged fights.

2. Use Companions Wisely:

- Each companion has unique abilities. Familiarize yourself with their
strengths and weaknesses.

- Customize their tactics to fit your combat style. For example, set ranged
attackers to keep their distance, while melee fighters engage enemies
directly.

Combat Techniques

1. Pause and Plan:

- Use the tactical pause feature to assess the battlefield, issue commands,
and strategize.

- Position your characters effectively to take advantage of their skills.

2. Environmental Awareness:

- Utilize the environment to your advantage. High ground can provide bonuses
for ranged characters, while certain terrain can hinder enemy movement.

3. Target Priority:

- Identify and focus on high-threat enemies first, like mages or archers,

before dealing with weaker foes.
- Utilize crowd control abilities to manage groups of enemies effectively.

Leveling Up and Skills Management

Properly managing your character’s progression is vital for maximizing their
potential.

Experience Points and Leveling Up

1. Earn Experience:



- Complete quests, defeat enemies, and explore to gain experience points.
- Engage in side quests for additional experience and valuable items.

2. Leveling Up:

- When leveling up, invest points in essential skills that complement your
playstyle.

- Choose talents and abilities that enhance your strengths or cover your
weaknesses.

Skill Trees and Talents

1. Understand Skill Trees:

- Each class has a specific skill tree. Familiarize yourself with the
abilities available to maximize effectiveness.

- Prioritize unlocking powerful abilities that fit your combat strategy.

2. Specialization:

- Later in the game, you can choose a specialization for your character,
which grants additional skills and abilities.

- Consider specializations that enhance your role in the party, such as a
Champion for Warriors or a Spirit Healer for Mages.

Quests and Exploration

The world of Dragon Age: Origins is vast, filled with quests and exploration
opportunities that enrich the narrative.

Main Quests vs. Side Quests

1. Focus on Main Quests:

- Main quests drive the story forward and are essential for advancing the
plot.

- Make strategic decisions as the outcomes can significantly affect the
game’s ending.

2. Engage in Side Quests:

- Side quests offer valuable experience, items, and character development
opportunities.

- Many side quests also provide insight into the lore of Thedas and its
inhabitants.

Exploration Tips



1. Thorough Exploration:

- Take your time to explore each area fully. Hidden treasures, lore, and
quests can be missed if you rush.

- Interact with NPCs to gather information and potential side quests.

2. Resource Management:
- Keep track of your supplies, such as health potions and crafting materials.
- Use resources wisely, especially in challenging areas.

Making Choices

One of the most compelling aspects of Dragon Age: Origins is the emphasis on
player choices and their consequences.

Dialogue and Choices

1. Engage in Conversations:

- Dialogue choices can significantly impact relationships with your
companions and the world.

- Pay attention to the tone and implications of your responses, as they can
lead to different outcomes.

2. Moral Dilemmas:

- Be prepared to face tough moral choices that can affect your character's
alignment and the fate of Ferelden.

- Think critically about the long-term consequences of your decisions.

Companion Relationships

1. Build Relationships:

- Companions have personal quests that can strengthen your bond and unlock
new abilities.

- Pay attention to their preferences in dialogue and decisions to maintain
positive relationships.

2. Manage Conflict:

- Disagreements among companions can arise based on your choices. Be prepared
to address conflicts or risk losing valuable party members.

Conclusion

Dragon Age: Origins is a deep and engaging RPG that invites players to
explore a richly detailed world filled with choices and consequences. By



utilizing the strategies outlined in this guide, players can enhance their
gameplay experience, ensuring they make the most of their journey as a Grey
Warden. From character creation to combat strategies and the impact of
choices, mastering these elements will significantly improve your chances of
success in thwarting the darkspawn and saving Ferelden from destruction.
Embrace the challenges ahead, and immerse yourself in the epic tale of Dragon
Age: Origins.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best character builds for each class in
Dragon Age: Origins?

For Warriors, a two-handed build focusing on strength and weapon damage is
effective. Rogues benefit from a dual-wielding build that enhances dexterity
and critical hits, while Mages should invest in the Arcane Warrior
specialization for a hybrid melee/magic approach.

How can I effectively manage my party's tactics in
Dragon Age: Origins?

Utilize the tactics menu to customize your party members' behavior in combat.
Set specific conditions for when to attack, use potions, or cast spells,
ensuring they react optimally to different combat scenarios.

What are some tips for maximizing experience points
in Dragon Age: Origins?

Complete side quests, explore thoroughly for hidden areas, and engage in
combat with various enemies. Additionally, ensure to interact with NPCs and
make choices that unlock new quests for added experience.

Where can I find the best equipment early in the
game?

Some of the best early equipment can be found in the Fade, such as the
'Wade's Superior Armor' and 'Morrigan's Staff'. Completing side quests and
exploring dungeons will also yield valuable weapons and armor.

How do I choose the best moral decisions in Dragon
Age: Origins?

Consider the values of your party members and the potential impact on the
game's outcome. Align decisions with your main character's motivations and
consider how choices will affect relationships and future questlines.



What is the importance of the origin story in Dragon
Age: Origins?
The origin story shapes your character's background, influences interactions

with NPCs, and can unlock unique dialogue options throughout the game. It
establishes your character’s motivations and affects the overall narrative.

How can I improve my crafting skills in Dragon Age:
Origins?

Gather materials by looting, completing quests, and purchasing from
merchants. Focus on leveling up the relevant crafting skill, such as

blacksmithing or herbalism, and experiment with different recipes to maximize
your crafting potential.

What are the key strategies for defeating tough
bosses in Dragon Age: Origins?

Prioritize crowd control and debuffs to limit the boss's effectiveness. Use
potions and abilities strategically, and avoid clumping your party together
to reduce area damage. Understanding the boss's attack patterns can also
provide an advantage.
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