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In the expansive world of Dragon Age 2, players have the opportunity to
engage in a variety of romantic relationships with several characters. These
romances not only add depth to the narrative but also offer unique storylines
and gameplay experiences. This guide aims to provide players with a
comprehensive overview of how to successfully navigate the romantic options
available in Dragon Age 2, ensuring that you can forge meaningful connections
with your chosen companions.

Understanding Romance Mechanics

Before diving into the specifics of each character, it’s essential to
understand how the romance mechanics work in Dragon Age 2.

Romance Flags

Each companion in Dragon Age 2 has specific romance flags that players must
meet to successfully engage in a romantic relationship. These flags can be
affected by:

1. Dialogue Choices: Certain responses can endear you to your companions,
while others may drive them away.
2. Gifts: Each character has preferences for specific gifts that can increase
their approval rating.
3. Story Progression: Some romances can only be pursued after certain quests
or story events.
4. Companion Interactions: Spending time with companions and participating in
their personal quests can help in building a relationship.

Approval Ratings

Companions have an approval rating that ranges from -100 to +100. Gaining
higher approval is crucial for advancing romantic relationships. Keep an eye
on:

- Positive Actions: Doing things that align with a companion’s beliefs or
personality.
- Negative Actions: Avoiding choices that directly oppose a companion's moral
compass.



Romance Options in Dragon Age 2

Dragon Age 2 offers several romanceable characters, each with unique
storylines and dynamics. Below is a list of the primary romance options
available to players, categorized by their respective races.

Human and Elf Romances

1. Merrill
- Race: Elf
- Class: Mage
- Romance Dynamics: Merrill is a kind-hearted and innocent character who is
deeply connected to her heritage. To romance her, players must:
- Show support for her quest to restore the Dalish Elves.
- Choose dialogue options that reflect understanding and compassion.
- Gift her items that resonate with her culture.

2. Anders
- Race: Human
- Class: Mage
- Romance Dynamics: Anders is a complex character with a strong moral
compass. To successfully romance him, players should:
- Support his views on mages and the Templar system.
- Engage in discussions that allow him to express his feelings.
- Avoid choices that would lead to conflict with his ideals.

3. Fenris
- Race: Elf
- Class: Warrior
- Romance Dynamics: Fenris is a brooding character with a dark past. To
capture his interest, it’s important to:
- Respect his feelings about his lyrium markings.
- Choose dialogue that emphasizes strength and resilience.
- Participate in his personal quest to explore his past.

Human and Dwarf Romances

1. Isabela
- Race: Human
- Class: Rogue
- Romance Dynamics: Isabela is a flirtatious and adventurous character. To
win her heart:
- Be bold and confident in your interactions.
- Participate in her quest to reclaim her stolen ship.
- Engage in playful banter and flirtation.



2. Varric
- Race: Dwarf
- Class: Rogue
- Romance Dynamics: While Varric is not a traditional romance option, players
can build a strong friendship that deepens throughout the game. To engage
with him:
- Participate in story-related quests.
- Share personal stories and experiences.
- Provide support during his personal quests.

Steps to Pursue a Romance

To ensure that you successfully pursue a romance in Dragon Age 2, follow
these steps:

1. Choose Your Character Wisely: Select a character whose values and
interests align with your Hawke’s. Understanding your character's background
and personality can aid in making compatible choices.

2. Engage in Side Quests: Completing companion-specific quests is crucial.
These quests often reveal more about the characters and provide opportunities
to deepen your relationship.

3. Regularly Check Approval Ratings: Keep track of your companions’ approval
ratings. If approval drops too low, it may jeopardize your chances of
romance.

4. Be Attentive During Dialogues: Pay attention to the dialogue options that
arise during conversations. Choose responses that resonate with your
companion’s personality.

5. Give Thoughtful Gifts: Select gifts that align with your companions’
interests. For example, giving a piece of elven craftsmanship to Merrill
would be more effective than a mundane item.

6. Be Mindful of the Main Story Choices: Certain decisions in the main
narrative can affect your relationships with companions. Make choices that
align with the values of your chosen romance interest.

Important Romance Events

Participating in specific events can create pivotal moments in your romantic
relationships. Here are some of the most crucial events to look out for:

1. Romantic Encounters: These are initiated after reaching a high approval
rating. Ensure you have sufficient approval before progressing to these



events.
2. Personal Quests: Completing personal quests for your romance interest can
lead to deeper connections. For example, Fenris’s quest involves confronting
his past, while Anders’s quest revolves around his struggle with the Templar
system.
3. Key Dialogue Choices: Pay attention to dialogue prompts that indicate a
romantic interest. Responding positively can further your relationship.

Conclusion

Engaging in romance in Dragon Age 2 adds an enriching layer to the gameplay
experience. By understanding the mechanics, following the steps outlined
above, and paying attention to character dynamics, players can navigate the
complexities of romance successfully. Whether you choose to pursue the
innocent charm of Merrill, the brooding depth of Fenris, or the adventurous
spirit of Isabela, each romance offers unique rewards and challenges. Dive
into the world of Dragon Age 2, and let your character forge meaningful
connections that enhance the story and your gaming experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key romance options available in Dragon
Age 2?
The key romance options in Dragon Age 2 include Isabella, Merrill, Fenris,
Anders, and Hawke's sibling, Gamlen.

How can I initiate a romance with Fenris?
To initiate a romance with Fenris, ensure you complete his personal quest and
make dialogue choices that align with his views, particularly those that
reflect his disdain for mages.

Can I romance multiple characters at once in Dragon
Age 2?
While you can flirt with multiple characters, you can only fully romance one
character at a time. Pursuing multiple romances can lead to conflicts and
break-ups.

What influences my relationship with Anders in
Dragon Age 2?
Anders' romance is influenced by your choices regarding mages and the Circle



of Magi. Supporting his views will strengthen your relationship.

Is it possible to romance a character after
rejecting them initially?
Yes, it is possible to romance a character after initially rejecting them, as
long as you continue to build a positive relationship through dialogue and
actions.

What are some key dialogue choices to romance
Isabella?
To romance Isabella, choose flirty dialogue options, support her decisions,
and avoid making moral judgments about her pirate lifestyle.

How do I avoid breaking up with my romantic partner
in Dragon Age 2?
To avoid breaking up, consistently choose dialogue options that align with
your partner's beliefs and avoid making choices that directly oppose their
values.

What items or gifts can I give to characters to
increase romance points?
While gifts are not a primary mechanic in Dragon Age 2, showing support
through dialogue and completing personal quests for your romantic interest
will help increase romance points.
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