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Introduction to Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a novella written by the Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson, first
published in 1886. This classic work of gothic fiction explores themes of duality, morality, and the
complexities of human nature. The story revolves around the relationship between Dr. Henry Jekyll, a
respected scientist, and Edward Hyde, his malevolent alter ego. Stevenson's narrative delves into the
struggle between good and evil within the human soul, creating a captivating tale that continues to
resonate with readers today.

Background and Context

Robert Louis Stevenson wrote the novella during a time of significant social change in Victorian
England. The Industrial Revolution had transformed society, leading to a growing sense of alienation
and moral ambiguity. The Victorian era was characterized by strict social codes and a strong
emphasis on respectability, yet beneath this facade lay a burgeoning interest in psychology, the
subconscious, and the darker aspects of human existence.

Stevenson’s inspiration for the novella came from a variety of sources, including his own experiences
and interests in the complexities of human nature. The story reflects the tension between the
emerging ideas of psychological duality and the rigid moral expectations of the time.

Plot Summary

The plot of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde unfolds through the eyes of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a lawyer
and friend of Dr. Jekyll. The novella begins with Utterson’s unsettling discovery of the sinister
connection between Jekyll and Hyde. As Utterson investigates, he learns of Hyde's violent and
immoral behavior, which stands in stark contrast to Jekyll’'s esteemed reputation.

Key Events in the Plot

1. Utterson's Concerns: Utterson becomes alarmed when he discovers that Jekyll has made Hyde the
beneficiary of his will. This revelation leads Utterson to suspect that Hyde may be blackmailing Jekyll.

2. Hyde's Violent Acts: The story escalates as Hyde commits heinous acts, including the brutal murder
of Sir Danvers Carew, a respected member of society. This act further deepens the mystery
surrounding Hyde and his connection to Jekyill.

3. The Transformation: As the story progresses, the reader learns about Jekyll's experiments with a
potion that allows him to transform into Hyde, liberating his darker impulses. This transformation



symbolizes the conflict between Jekyll's desire for respectability and his repressed urges.

4. The Climax: The climax occurs when Jekyll, losing control over the transformations, ultimately
succumbs to becoming Hyde permanently. This descent into moral chaos serves as a potent warning
about the dangers of unchecked desire.

5. Conclusion: The story concludes with Utterson discovering Jekyll's final confession, revealing the
tragic consequences of his experiments and the duality of his existence.

Thematic Exploration

The central themes of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are intricately woven into the narrative, making the
novella a rich text for analysis.

Duality of Human Nature

One of the most prominent themes is the duality of human nature. Stevenson explores the idea that
every individual possesses both good and evil within them. Dr. Jekyll represents the socially
acceptable, rational side of humanity, while Mr. Hyde embodies the darker, primal instincts that
society often represses. This duality raises questions about identity, morality, and the consequences
of surrendering to one's baser instincts.

Repression and Freedom

The novella also examines the theme of repression. Jekyll's transformation into Hyde allows him to act
on impulses that he otherwise suppresses in his daily life. The freedom Hyde experiences highlights
the tension between societal expectations and personal desire. However, this freedom comes at a
cost, leading to a loss of control and ultimately, tragedy.

The Nature of Evil

Stevenson's portrayal of evil invites readers to consider the origins of malevolence. Is Hyde inherently
evil, or is he a product of Jekyll’s own suppressed desires? This question challenges the simplistic view
of good versus evil, suggesting that the two are often intertwined within the human experience.

Character Analysis

The characters in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde serve as embodiments of the novella's themes, each
playing a crucial role in the narrative.



Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a complex character, representing the struggle between societal expectations and
personal desires. He is a well-respected scientist who seeks to understand the duality of human
nature. His experiments with the transformative potion stem from a desire to explore the darker side
of his personality. However, his inability to reconcile these two aspects ultimately leads to his
downfall.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Hyde is the physical manifestation of Jekyll's repressed desires and darker impulses. He is portrayed
as a violent and malevolent figure, representing the chaos that ensues when societal norms are
disregarded. Hyde's existence raises questions about the nature of evil and the consequences of
giving in to one's baser instincts.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson serves as the moral compass of the novella. As Jekyll’'s friend and lawyer, he embodies the
values of respectability and rationality. His investigation into the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde
highlights the conflict between the two men's identities and the broader societal implications of their
actions.

Symbolism and Motifs

Stevenson employs various symbols and motifs throughout the novella to enhance its themes.

The Door

The door to Hyde's residence symbolizes the boundary between Jekyll's respectable life and Hyde's
chaotic existence. It represents the thin line between the two identities and the ease with which one
can cross from one to the other.

The Potion

The transformative potion serves as a metaphor for the duality of human nature. It represents the
potential for both good and evil within individuals, highlighting the dangers of tampering with one’s
identity.



Weather and Setting

The dark and foggy setting of Victorian London reinforces the themes of mystery and moral
ambiguity. The oppressive atmosphere reflects the inner turmoil of the characters, especially Jekyll
and Hyde.

Legacy and Influence

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has had a profound impact on literature and popular culture since its
publication. The novella has inspired numerous adaptations, including films, stage plays, and graphic
novels. The concepts of "Jekyll and Hyde" have entered popular discourse, often used to describe
individuals with dual personalities or contradictory behaviors.

The work's exploration of the human psyche has also influenced modern psychology, particularly in
discussions about the nature of identity and morality. Stevenson's nuanced portrayal of the duality of
human nature continues to resonate with contemporary audiences, making it a timeless classic.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a compelling exploration of the complexities of human
nature, morality, and the struggle between good and evil. Through the characters of Jekyll and Hyde,
Robert Louis Stevenson vividly illustrates the duality that exists within us all. The novella's enduring
legacy and its relevance to contemporary discussions about identity and morality ensure that it
remains a significant work in the canon of English literature. As readers continue to engage with this
classic text, they are invited to reflect on their own inner conflicts and the nature of humanity itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde'?

The main themes include the duality of human nature, the struggle between good and evil, and the
impact of scientific exploration on morality.

How does the character of Dr. Jekyll represent the conflict
between societal expectations and personal desires?

Dr. Jekyll embodies the conflict as he seeks to separate his respectable social persona from his darker
impulses, ultimately leading to his transformation into Mr. Hyde.



What role does setting play in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The setting of Victorian London, with its stark contrasts between the respectable and the seedy,
enhances the themes of duality and hidden identities in the novella.

How does the structure of 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' contribute
to its suspense?

The fragmented narrative, told through multiple perspectives and the gradual revelation of Jekyll's
and Hyde's connection, builds suspense and intrigue throughout the story.

What is the significance of the transformation from Dr. Jekyll
to Mr. Hyde?

The transformation symbolizes the struggle between the civilized self and primal instincts,
highlighting the potential for evil that exists within everyone.
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